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What's New i m

Israel

Philately

THE AGRICULTURAL EXHIBITION

MINIATURE MEMORIAL SHEET
IN HONOUR OF AGRICULTURAL EXHIBITION
On Tuesday, April 14, 1959, the Agricultural

Exhibition of Israel was opened by Mr. Kadish Luz,
the DMinister of Agriculture, at Rishon Le-Zjon,

The Israel Postal Authorities

did not mark this occasion
by the issuance of a special
stamp, the reason probably
being that ¢his wvear more
stamps were issued than in
previous vears. However, a
special cancellation mark is
being used throughout the
duration of the entire exhibi~
ton.

The management of the
Agricultural Exhibition made
up for the lack of the is-
suance of a stamp, by issuing
a special miniature memorial
gheet, using the 60 pruta Ho.
liday Stamp of 1958 as the
central theme on the sheet
(the stamp appropriately de-
picts a sheaf of wheat). The
memorial sheet is printed in
the same colours as the stamp,
and its inscription bears the
wording “‘Agricultural Bxhibi-
tion 1958 in both Hebrew
and English. In addition to

the above, multi-coloured

covers and philatelic souvenir
folders were also issued.

It seems that the manage-
ment of the Agricultural Exhi-

bition wanted to provide so-
mething for everyone. Iteven

gave prominence to a large

collection of stamps on the
topics ¢“Nature'’, “Agri~
culture”, “Flowers and
Plants”, and ‘“Animals” on

stamps. This beautiful collec~
tion is owned by Mr. Betzalel

Liberation. This message

Liberation.

SPECIAL COVER FOR BEREAVED FAMILIES

It has become a tradition for the Ministry of Defence
War Memorial Dept. to send annually a message to these
families whose sons or daughters fell in Israel’'s War of
is sent on the occasion of
Isracl’s Independence Day, and is sent in a special cover
with the respective year’'s independence day stamps.

This year, the Ministry of Defence prepared a cover
depicting the 12 metre tall basalt war memorial, which was
dedicated in the presence of the President and Mrs
Ben Zwvi, on Monday, April 20, 1959. This war memorial
is to be found at the junction of Tiberias, Afulah and
Nazareth Roads. The memorial commemorates those who
fell in batfle in the Lower Galilee during the War of

The cover is multi-coloured, and will be despatched
to the bereaved families on May 11 1959.

Avneri, a well-known Israel
philatelist,

The exhibition itself is most
attractive, and its 10% kilo-
metres does not provide a
dull stretch anywhere. The
Agricultural Exhibition, one
of the best in vears, provides
a varied and contrasting pict-
ure, showing different aspects
of agriculture.. it depicts
one of the proudest aspects
of Israel's achievements.

BEN YEHUDA
STAMP

We learned from reliable
sources that the Selection
Committee of Stamps, at the
beginning of April, accepted
the draft submitted by Mr.
Zwvi Narkiss, for the stamp in
honour of Ben Yehuda.

T¢ is exepcted that this
stamp will still be issued in
1959, although the exact date
of issuance is as vet unknown.
The stamp in design is similar
to that issued recently in
honour of Shalom Alechem.

The change of policy re-
garding the issuance of stamps
depicting profiles of Tewish
personalities was noticeable
after the appointment of the
new Minister of Posts. Our
readers will recall that pre-
viously many difficulties were
encountered prior to the is-
suance of a stamp depicting
a profile, The stamp in honour
of Haim Nachman Bialik will
still be issued this vear, thus
making a total of three stamps
depicting TJewish personalities
for the vear 1959.
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NEWS FOR THE FLIGHT COVER COLLECTOR

The many flight cover collectors will be glad to hear
that a number of new first and special flights were inau-
gurated recently, during which occasions, philatelic covers

were despatched.

On the 25th February, on
the day the Activities of Israel
Post set was 4dssued, a special
flight took place from Lvdda
to New York, to the “Inter-
pex' Exhibition. Philatelic
covers for this occasion were
carried on board the El Al
Britannia. We have learned
that part of the proceeds made
on the sale of these covers
will go to the establishment of
a philatelic museum in Israel.

*

On the 30th April, in ac-
cordance with the change of
the summertime table. the Is-
rael Airline El Al inaugurat-
ed a first flight of the Bri-
tania between Lvdda and
Amsterdam. A small gquantity
of philatelic covers were des-
patched.

*

The inauguration flight of
the El Al Britannia between
Lydda and Brussels took place
on the 3rd. April. Philatelic
first flight covers were carried
on board.

EDITOR OF

o e e R R L e e S e L L P L e T N e e P
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We are proud to an~
nounce that the editor of
this magazine, Mr, Shmuel

On the occasion of Eilat’s
10th Anniversary celebrations,
which took place on the 19th.
March, the Arkia (Israel'sin-
land airline) undertook a spe-
cial flight. Beautiful multi-co-
loured covers were despatched
on this occasion, from Lydda
to Eilat and from Eilat io
Lydda. The covers received
a special cancellation mark
which was in use in Eilat on
this day. The Arkia airline

supplied a special rubber can-
cellation.
*

A special cancellation mark
is being approved by the
Postal Authorities on the oc-
casion of the inauquration of
a helicopter service by the
Arkia airlines. Information re-
garding the above will be
given as so‘gn as available.

From reliable sources we
learned that special covers will
be despatched by Swissair to
the Interposta Exhibition, in
Hamburg.
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Flight Cover to “INTERPOSTA" Exhibition in Hamburg

_BULLIM” TO ,,INTERPOSTA”

Shalit, will shortly leave
Israel for Europe, for the
purpose of attending the
“Interposta® Philatelic
Eaxhibition which will take
place in May 1959 at
Hamburg, Germany.

QOur readers will be in-
terested to learn that this
magazine will find a pro-
minent place amongst the
exhibits in the section of
philatelic literature,

“Interposta’ promises to
be one of the outstanding
philatelic exhibitions of the
year., Many interesting col-
lections from Israel will be
shown there, covering a
wide field of philately in-
cluding Judaica.

It is exepcted that Mr,

Shalit will, through his
visit, establish closer con-
mections with philatelists
interested in Israel. Further
reports will appear in our
next editions.
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INTERVIEW WITH TWO DISTINGUISHED
PHILATELISTS FROM ABROAD

A member of the editorial staff of ,Bullim” had the
opportunity to interview Mr. Jacques Minkus of the United
Btates and Mr. Fritz Wiener of Uruguay recently., During
the interview, many interesting observations were made by

the above gentlemen which we hereby present to our
readers.

We have only begun to scratch the surface of
the ground says Mr. Minkus

Mr. Jacques Minkus, who is
one of the well-known stamp
dealers and philatelic experts
in the United States, and the
representative of the Philatelic
Services in that country, said
the following : “We have
only begun to scratch the
surface of the ground as far
as the popularizing of Israel
philately in the United States
is concerned. We have realiz-
ed that there are hundreds of
ways still open to make this
fascinating field of philately
even more popular,’”’

+ “] am very optimistic about
the prospects for Israel
stamps, and I see that the
number of collectors are on
the increase, Yes, we have
lost certain elements,” said
Mr. Minkus in answer to a
question put to him. “But
those elements can be classifi.
ed as speculators and investors
only — the real collector,
who collects for the beauty
and the knowledge the stamps
provide, is with us, and their
numbers are on the increase.

Mr. Minkus has been in the
stamp business for the past 28
vears, and possesses a deep
knowledge of philately. Dur-
ing those many vyears, he has
gained much experience, and
thus can speak with authority
on any topic connected with
philatelv. He was full of
praise for the Israel Philatelic
Services, and stated that many
countries admire Israel for its
initiative and service rendered
to the collector.

17

Many interesting fiqures
were released by Mr. Minkus.
He stated that out of the
United States’ fifteen million
collectors, Israel holds second
place in popularity after the
LS. itself.

Mr.

J. Minkus

“The stamps issued lately,
such as the Human Rights
Day stamp, the Postal Activi.
ties set, and the Shalom Alei-
chem stamp, seem very po-
pular. In general, the future
looks indeed bright.” These
were the closing remarks made
by Mr. Minkus.

South Almerica has geen neglected by Israel

Philatelic Services says Mr. Wiener

P. Wiener

Mr.
Mr. Fritz Wiener, a well-
known stamp dealer in Monte-
video, Uruquay, and a mem-
ber of the Philatelic Club of
Uruquay, is in Israel on a
short wvisit, and during a re-
cent interview, stated that :
“It is generally felt that the
Philatelic Services have ne-
glected the huge field of phi-
lately in South American
countries by failing to issue
material in the Spanish langu-
age.”’ He said that he had
expressed these feelings to the
various personalities in charge,
and that it was his hope that
the situation would be re-
medied in the future.
He informs us that the re-

cently produced film on Israel
stamps will be made available
to the Spanish speaking coun-
tries "in that language. “This
may be the first step”, said
Mr. Wiener.

Mr. Wiener is leaving soon
for Germany, where he will
attend the Interposta Exhibi-
tion as the official represent-
ative of the Philatelic Club of
Uruguay.

Mr. Wiener tells us that the
large majority of collectors of
Israel stamps are intellectuals
whose  understanding and
friedship towards Israel inspir-
ed ’them to collect this coun-
try’s stamps.

“Philately in South America
is far from being as popular as
in Israel’”, was another of Mr.
Wiener's observations. ““Israel
stamps are a wonderful me-
dium of education, and should
definitely be utilized amongst
our youth in South America.
The language barrier must be
overcome, More information in
the Spanish language must be
made available,” were Mr.
Wiener's concluding remarks.
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Mr. Minkus at the grave of the late
Mr. S. Finkelman

Mr. ]J. Minkus, well-known LU.S.A. philafelist, re-
cently wvisited Israel, He is seen here laying a
wreath on the grave of the late Mr. S. Finkelman
of Haifa, on behalf of the organizers of the “Inter-
posta’ Exhibition. Mr. Finkelman was the repre-
sentative of *‘Interposta’ in Israel.
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OVER 20.000 ISRAEL POUNDS FOR _____

The Israel Postal Autho.
rities are due to hand over
an amount of over 20,000
Israel Pounds to the Socie-
ty of Israel Philatelists,
from the income of the
sale of the Tabil first day

COVELS,

The First payment of
7,000 Israel Pounds has

NEWS IN

The supplement to the
“Minkus' stamp album has
just appeared. The new ad-
dition provides now full de-
scriptions of all stamps, and
the tab inscriptions are tran-
slated into English.

*

The Mosden Stamp Co. of
London issued a supplement
to their 1958 catalogue. This
very richly illustrated sup-
plement contains price changes
and gives comprehensive in-
formation about special post-
marks as well as philatelic
souvenirs, revenue stamps, etc,

*

All those interested in ex~
change with philatelists all
over the world should contact
PLE.CI, P.O.B. 1003, Tel
Aviv, Israel,

*
Tel-Aviv

The Philatelic
Society, jointly with the
American Philatelic Society,

will hold a stamp exhibition
at the Z.O.A. House in Tel-
Aviv on the 18th May, 1959.
This exhibition is one «of the
activities of the People to
People program.

The stamp in honour of
Israel’'s 10 vears of civil
aviation will definitely ap-
pear this year.

*

On the 2nd. April, 1959, a
special ceremony tock place in
Tel Aviv, during which the
Minister of Posts, Mr, Y. Bar.
zelai, handed over a special
folder containing a complete
sheet as well as a first day

21

PHILATELIC
CLUBROOMS

already been received by
the Society, who plan to
utilise this money for the
purpose of establishing a
home for philatelists — we
learned that such premises

SHORT

cover, to the daughter of
Shalom Alechem. Present were
personalities of the Isracl
Postal Authorities, as well as
the editor of “Bullim’.

FOR THE JUDAICA

COLLECTOR

The fTudaica collector will
be able to add some interest-
ing items to his collection.

o

S PP TE WO W

Felix Mendelsohn-Bartoldy
was honoured by East Ger-
many on February 28, the
150th anniversarv of his birth,
by the issuance of two stamps.
One of the stamps shows the
Gewand House concert hall
in Leipzig, and the second
depicts the introduction of
the first bar of the famous
musician's Italian Symphony.

*

Ecuador issued a stamp in
honour of El Telegrafo. fam-
ous mnewspaper founded by
Jose Abel.Castillo, a Tew of
Spanish origin. Already in
1955, two stamps were issued
in his honour. Those stamps
depicted his profile.

have already been found,
and clubrooms for members
will soon be opened at
Hess Street in the heart of
Tel-Aviv.

It is a welcome sign of

further expansion of phil-

atelic activities —_ the re-
alization of a long awaited
dream.

i it P PV WV V]

MUSIC ON STAMPS
EXHIBITION

The extremely successful
stamp exhibition “Music on
Stamps’ which recently con-
cluded in Haifa, and coincided
with Felix Mendelsohn-Bar-
toldy's 150th birth anniversa-
ry, awarded special prizes for
outstanding collections.

The prizes awarded were as
follows : Mr. S. Segal of Tel
Awiv received first prize ; Mr.
Yeshua Glick of Haifa receiv.
ed the second prize; whereas
Mr. Shlomo  Hudesman of
Haifa was awarded third

prize.
ELECTIONS
IN HAIFA
STAMP DEALERS
ASSOCIATION

On the 1st. April. the Hal-
fa Stamp Dealers Association
elected at their general meet-
ing new office bearers for the
forthcoming year. The follow-
ing were elected : Mr. A.
Better — President : Mr. H.
Ben Mayor . Secretary;
and Mr. Heidengsfeld —
Treasurer.

The Expert Committee con-
sists of Messrs. Grave,
Weissberger, Heilborn, and
the Tury includes Mrs. Shneir,
and Messrs. Siegl and
Friedman.

EMORIAL COIN
IN HONOUR
OF “DAGANTA"”

From reliable sources it
came fo our knowledge that
a memorial coin will be
issued early next gyear in
conjunction with Degania’s
50th anniversary.
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Yul Bryner, famous american film-star, seen
here presented with an album of Israel stamps
at the STAMPEX FExhibition in London.
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Mr. W. Wind, well-known
Jewish stamp designer, re-
ceives album of Ghana
stamps. from the President
of Ghana, Dr. Nakhruma.
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Coin & Medallion Section

In view of the great interest shown in coins and
medallions issued in Israel, we are proud to anmounce
that a regular section of our jourmal will be devoted
to this topie. Up-to-date material and information
will be supplied whenever available.

“AGORA” COINS TO REPLACE

The Finance Minister re-
cently submitted a plan to
the Israel Parliament ‘‘The
Knesset'' to reform the value
and style of Israel's metal
currency. In fact, the Knes-
set heard and approved the
plan, and the bill passed its
first reading on Monday,
April 8, 1959.

The new currency will be
called ““Agora’, and will be
based upon a division of the
Israel Pound into 100 units.
The present division is 1000
pruta to the pound.

The Finance Minister, Mr.
Levi Eshkol, explained at the
time of presenting the bill,
that the division of the
pound into 1000 units was
no longer practicable, it ad-
ded expense in accounting,
and no longer served any
useful purpose. %

He explained that the new
name ‘‘Agora’ is in fact not
new at all. It is taken from
the Bible
chapter 2,
reads:

And it shall come to pass
that everyone that is left in
thine house shall come and
crouch fo him for a piece of
silver and a morsel of bread
and shall say, Puf me, I
pray thee, info one of fhe
priests’ offices, that I may
eaf a piece of bread.

The coins now in circula-~
tion will soon be removed,
and the “Agoras’” will be
channelled in. In view of the
high turnover of metal coins,
that change-over should not
take too long.

Bank of Israel
Submits Plan

The Bank of Israel work-
ed out a comprehensive plan
and has announced that the
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from Samuel 1,
verse 36, and

“PRUTOT”

new coins will be minted in
five denominations. They are
1, 5, 10, 25, and 50 Agorot.
Actually these coins are re-
placing the coins now in cir-
culation of 10, 50, 100, and
250 pruta, The five and
twenty-five pruta coins will
be abolished altogether. Ac-
cording to the new plan, the
50 Agora piece will replace
the paper bill of a half-
pound (500 pruta). The in-
troduction of the 50 Agora
piece reflects inflatory deve-
lopments in Israel which
made the issuance of such
coin a mnecessity,
Shape and Form
of “Agora”

The new coins will be
striking in appearance; their
motifs were taken from an-
cient coins. On the un-
numbered side, they will bear
the following:

1 Agora coin — will be
made of aluminium with ser-
rated edges, and will be en-
graved with three wheat
stalks. The size of it will be
that of the present 25 pruta
coin.

5 Agora coin — will be
made of yellow aluminium
alloy with smooth edges, and
the motif engraved on it will
be a palm tree. The size of
it will be the same as that
of the 1 Agora piece.

10 Agora coin — will also
be minted of yellow alumin-
ium alloy with smooth edges.
with a harp motif. The size
of it will be that of the pre-
sent 10 pruta coin.

25 Agora coin — will also
be minted of yellow alumin-
ium alloy. Engraved on it
will be “four species’’, and
the size will be that of the
present 100 pruta coin.

50 Agora coin — will be
minted of copper nickel al-
loy, engraved with three po-
megranates, and its size will
be slightly smaller than that
of the present 100 pruta coin.

Designers of the
New Coins

The new coins were design-
ed by the two well-known
studios of Tel Aviv, Messrs.
Rothschild & Lippman, and
the Shamir Bros. Both studios
were responsible for the de-
signing of many of Israel's
attractive stamps.

SUBSCRIPTION
OFFICE FOR COINS
AND MEDALLIONS

The 10th Anniversary
World Committee, Me-
dallions & Coins Section,

has recenfly announced
the establishment of a
Subscribers’ Service.
The Medallions and
Coins Section of the
Prime Ministers Olffice
will issue annually one

medallion as well as two
memorial coins in conjunc-
tion with the Bank of Is-
rael. These will be devot-
ed fo various themes of
the year.

This Subscribers’ Seru-
ice will, from time fto
time, issue details of coins
and  medallions  which
will appear, and forward
all information to regular
subscribers.

It will also issue news
sheefs devoted fo local as
well as foreign coins and
medallions. It also plans
fo issue catalogues giving
particulars of all coins
and  medallions  issued
since fhe establishment of
the Stafe.

The growing inferest
in collecting of coins
made the establishment of
such Subscribers’ Service
a necessity.
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