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natural resourceg; and foster scientific research, education,
culture, and the welfare of her population, both Jews and
Arabs.

There has been considerable expansion in Israel's
Red Sea port of Eilat, now for the first time open to
navigation by Israel and international shipping as a
result of the Sinai icampaign; significant progress
has been made in fostering trade and other relations
with the countries of Asia and Africa, and the exist-
ing good relations with other countries have been
maintained and consolidated.,

* k % k *k
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national and Israeli shipping in the Gulf and the Stralts®
and that *if conditions are created in Gaza which indicate
a return to the conditions of deterioration existing pre-
viously, Israel reserves its freedom to act to defend its
rights.® These assumptions were approved by meny members
of the UN. : :

On 8 March the last Israel soldier left the positions
which Israel had been holding for four months, and the
United Nations Emergency Force was stationed at Sharm-e-
Sheikh on the Gulf of Akaba, and along the international
frontier and the Gaza Strip border. A week later, how-
sver, the Egyptian civil administration returned to the
Gaza Strip, contrary to the assumption which had been
voiced before Israsel’s withdrawal.

Although the Israesl-Egypt border was comparatively
quiet, tension in the Middle Bast grew. In spite of the
8ix Principles laid down by the Security Council in
Ottober 1956, the Suez Camal was still closed to Israel
shipping, and leaders in all the Arab countries cont inued
to make no secret of their aim to bring about the anni-
hilation of Israel by foxce.

The arms that are streaming into Egypt, Syris and
Yemen from the Soviet Union are not meant for wayx against
the U.S. Nor are the arms that are being sent by the
West to Jordan, Saudi Arabia and Iraq meant to be used
against the USSR, In all the countries the arms are
intended only for use against Ierasl.

Following the joint resolution of the two Houses of
the U.8. Congress known as the Eisenhower Doctrine, the
Government of Israel made it unequivocally clear that 1t
was opposed to aggression, from any quarter, against the
territorial integrity and political independence of any
country. It reaffirmed, in its declaration, that ®in
the conduct of its international relations it is guided
by the principles and purposes of the Charter of the UN
-= 0 strengthen universel peacs, to0 develop friendly
pelations among nations, to settle international disputes
by peaceful means, and to achieve international soope-
ration in the economic, social and humanitarian spheres.®

Meanwhile, in spite of intrigues, threats and provo-
cation, Israel has continued with her constructive en-
deavors to bring in and integrate the new immigrants;
expand industry, agriculture and communications; develop
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rated into the Egyptian-Syrian pact, and & common
command, headed by the Chief of Staff of the
Egyptian armed forces, was established.

The ring around Israel was closed. Confident
thaet his over-whelming superiority in aircraft and
armour would enable him to strike the decisive first
blow against wulnerable Israel, Col., Nasser could
now hope with a great measure of realism that the

combined Arab armies would be quickly able %o grush

Tsrael, which, at its widest, extends for less than
70 miles between Sinai and Gaza on the west and
Jordan on the east, Israel had not been enabled

to redress the dangerous imbalance of armaments,
created by the massive influx of amms into all thse

* Arab countries. Towards the end of 1956 fedayeen

raids were stepped up and Egyptian armed forces
were regrouped in ths Sinai Peninsula on Israel’s
southwestern border, poised for the moment when
guerrilla warfare would pass over into an all-
out attack aimed at the destruction of Israel.

Under so perilous a threat to the vary existencs
of the country, Israel had no choice but to strike
against the principal base of Arab aggression., In
an operation that began on 29 October 1956, the
Tsrael Defense Forces moved into the Sinai Desert
and the Gaza Strip. In one week thsy extripated the
fedayeen and their strongholds, brokes the klockads
of the Gulf of Akaba and seotched Arab offensive
designs, which in the official orders %o the
Egyptian troops were defined as ¥the destruction
of the State of Israel by the most brutal and
savage methods of fighting.®

Since the aim of the Israel Government was not
territorial aggrandizement the Israel forces were
gradually withdrawn from the areas they had occu-
pied. The Gaze Strip and the strip of land facing
the Gulf of Akaba -- the two main *trouble spots® of
the past -- were not immediately evacuated, Early
in March, after protracted negotiations, Israsl
completed her withdrawal in accordance with the
UN Assembly Resolution of 2 February 1957 -- under
the assumption, as stated by Israel’s Foreign Minister
pbefore the UN Assembly on 1 March 1957, that m™there
will be continued freedom of navigation for inter-
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The end of hostilities, did not mean the end of
warfare against Israel, The Arabs continued to con<
sider themselves in a state of war with Israel, contrary
to accepted international legal practice, and in
defiance of the ruling of the Security Council which
decided, on 1 September 1951, that "since the Armistice
regime... is of a permanent character, neither party
can reasonably assert that 1t is actively a belliger-
entooco.™

Towards the end of 1984, ths Egyptian Government
decided to place guerrille activities on a sgtriectly
military basis., Since 1993 Egypt had slready turned
the Sinail Peninsula intoc a basse of sggression against
Israel. Now this base was alsc used to train and
despatech units of raiders, zalled fedayeen. 1In sub-
sequent years, as Egyptian influence in other Arab
states increased, the fedayeen organization spread
to Jordan, Syria and Lebanon,

The UN was unable to put a stop to this border
strife, which cost Israel 1,376 dead and wounded in
the eight years of her existence. In view of the
continual wanton murder of Israel civilians organ-
ized and directed from across her borders, and the
impotence of the UN, Israel reluctantly took recoursse
cn several occasions to limited defensive action di-
rected against well-defined military and police

objectives.
The Together with guerrilla raids, the Arabs set
Sinal about organizing a united military front against
Campaign Israel. The first step was the conclusion in August
and 1952 of the Arab Gollective Security Pact, which,

After however, remained largely ineffective. Meanwhile,
individual Arab states continued to receive large
quantities of modern weapons, & process that could
not but arouse grave concern in Israel.

In October 1955, Egypt concluded a military pact,
openly directed against Israel, with Syria and Saudi-
Arabia, The Syrian and Saudi armies were placed under
Egyptian command. In May 1956 a bi-lateral military
pact wassigned between Egypt and Jordan. A few
months later, in October 1956, this pact was integ-—



On the eve of the British departure.on 15 May
1948 the State of Israel was proclaimed. Regular
military forces of Egypte, Transjordan, Syria and the
Lebanon, as well as a contingent of Iragis, invaded
the country from North, Egst and South. "This will be
s war of extermination and a momentous massacre which
will be spoken of like the Mongolian massacres and
the Crusades," said Azzam Pasha, Secretary-General of
the Arab League, at a press conference in Cairo on
15 May 1948.

As part of their strategic plan for the invasion
of Palestine, orders were given during the early
months of 1948 by the Arab lsaders for the Arab popu -
lation to be temporarily evacuated into the neighboun-
ing countries, for the purpose of (a) clearing the
villages and roads for the advance of the Arab armies;
(b) bringing home the realities of the war to the
Arab peoples and enlisting their support; (c) showing
the world that no Arab was prepared to acquiesce in
the establishment of Israel and (d) making it easier
to exterminate the Jews. The flight was intensified
by the rout of the Arab forces, since the Palestine
Arabs had been led to believe that the new state would
be destroyed within a few wesks. As Emile Ghoury,
Secretary of the Higher Executive, said on 6 September
1948;

"The fact that there are these refugees i8S the

direct consequence of the action of the Arab
States in opposing partition and the Jewish
State. The Arab States agreed upon this policy
unanimously."

In four weeks of intense fighting, the invaders
were routed, and and 11 June a one-month truce was
concluded on United Nations imstructions. On its ex-
piru the Arabs resumed the attack, but after ten days?
fighting, during which their forces suffered severe
defeats the truce was renewed. There was more fight-
ing during the sutumn and winter, caused by Arab
breaches of the truce. In February - July 1948, a
series of Armistice Agreements were concluded between
Israel and her immediate neighbours. Egypt, Syrie,
Lebanon and Jordan, "in order to facilitate the transi-
tion from the present truce to permanent peace™ and
forbidding "agressive action" and "any hostile and
warlike act™. Irag refused to sign an armistice agree-
ment although her forces had taken part in the inva-
sion.

s
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The United Nations Special Committee on Pales-

State of tine (consisting of representatives of Australia,

Israel
is Born

Canada, Guatemala, India, Yugoslavia, Peru, The Nether-
lands, Czechoslovadia, Iran Sweden and Uruguay) con-
ducted an exhaustive examination of the problem, and

on 1 September 1947 recommended by a majority the parti-
tioning of Palestine into Jewish and Arab States, joined
by an Economic Union, with the Jerusalem area an inter-
national zone. The U.N. Assembly approved the report

on 29 November 1947, by a majority of more than two-
thirds (33 votes to 13 with 10 abstentions).

The Jews immediately announced their readiness to
accept the General Aszembly’s resolution, although it
did not represent the full measure of their claims. The
Arabs rejected it outright and announced that they would
prevent its implementation by force. ] i

On the very next day eight Jews were killed; two
days later the Arab Higher Committee proclaimed a sirike,
which was the signal for attacks by Arabs on Jews all
over the country. Within a few days the country had been
reduced to a state of anarchy.

The British Government announced that the Mandate
would end of 15 May, but took no steps to hand over to
the Jewish State which was to arise under the terms of
the U.N. Resclution,

While the British were still in nominal control of
Palestine, funds, military eguipment and fighters were
sent in from the neighbouring Arab countries. In Feb-
ruray, the Arab "Liberation Army® invaded from the North;
in March and April, large-scale battles tock place in
the North and in the hills round Jerusalem. The Trans-

- jordan Arab Legion, which took part in the latter,

bombarded Jerusalem, which was besieged and cut off in
an attempt to force the surrender of its Jewish popula-
tion by hunger and thirst.

The Haganah, the Jewish volunteer defence force,
resisted and secured control of Tiberias, Haifa, Safad,
Jaffa, Acre, a large part of Jerugalem and the corridor
between the Capital and the coast.
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The Zionist Movement had always realized the
importance of securing Arab goodwill and made re-
peated attempts to establish contacts with the
Arab world. The desire of the Jews was to live in
peace and cooperation with the Arabs, on the basis
of the principle that neithe r Jews nor Arabs should
dominate or be dominated.

The Arabs of Palestine benefited considerably
from Jewish capital, trade and example. Their numbers
doubled between 1918 amd 1940, partly as the result
of Arab immigration into Palestine from the neighbour-
ing countries, while no comparable increase was re-
carded in any of the independent Arab States.

As the Jewish National Home grew, however, oppo-
sition was whipped up by fanatical Arab leaders,
headed by the Mufti of Jerusalem (who collaborated
with the Nazis in World War II), fearing the influence
of the modern, progressive Jewish community on the
backward ard ignorant Arab peasan s. Riots were or-
ganized in 1921, 1929 and 1936. The British Admini-
stration surrendered step by step to violence, and
issued a White Paper in 1939 imposing severe restric-
tions on Jewish immigration, land purchase and settle-
ment .

During World War II. the Jews of Palestine and
the Zionist Movement, while doing all in their power
to nullify the effect of the White Paper poliey,
mobilized all tleir resourced in manpower and economic
potential to cooperate in the Allied war effort
against Nazi Germany. After much pressure from the
Jewish community and its leaders, first Palestine
Jewish battalions and then a Jewish Brigade Group were
formed, amd fought on several fronts. At the end of
the Wer, however, the British Government continued to
enforce the White Paper restrictions, in spite of the
crying need for a haven fof hundreds of thousands of
"Displaced Persons"™ in Rurope.

Jewish resistance to the attempt to strangle the
development of the Jewish National Home and to keep
out Jewish refugees was met with repression, which led
to viclence and counter-violence. Finally, the Britis
Government came to the conclusion that the Mandate was
unworkable, and submitted the problem to the judgememnt
of the United Nation.
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ISRAEL AND ITS PEOPLE

THE HISTORTCAL BACKGROUND

f

The Land of Isramel, which at various periods was

Biblical called The Land of Canean, Palestine and the Holy Land,

Period.

The
Return
to Zion

The
Man-
datory
Period

makes its first appearance in history as a historical

and geographical unit with the entrance of the Israel-
ites about 1350 B.C.E. under the leadership of Joshua

and inspired by the Divine Promise to Abraham:

In the nineteenth century the number of Jews in
Palestine increased, am a movement arose among them
aiming at building a healthier nationel life by a
return to the soil. This movement was joined and
assisted by Jews from the Diaspora beslonging to the
Hibbat Zion (Love of Zion) Movement, and by the emd
of tle century abaut 20 Jewish agricultural settle-
ments had been founded,

In successive waves of immigration (aliyot-
singular: aliya, literally: ™ascent™, the Hebrew term
for the return of Jews to settle in the land of Israel),
Jews made their way to the Land, to settle on the soil,
establish industries and build towns and cities. Jews
all over the world contributed through the Jewish Na-
tional Fund buy soil in Palestine as the inalienable
possession of the Jewish people. By the beginning of the
First World War there existedin Palestine a Jewish com-
munity of 85,000 souls, conscious of itself:as a national
entity, and living in about 50 centres, including some
40 agricultural settlements.

In 1817 the British Government, after painstaking
inquiry and prolonged negotiations with Zionist leaders,
published the Balfour Declaration, declaring its support
for the 'establishment in Palestine of a natioanl home
for the Jewish people".

The end of World War I saw the achievement of na-
tional independence by a large proportion of the Arab
peoples, as a result of the defeat of the Ottoman Em-
pire by the Allied Powers., Arab territories covering
1,200,000 square miles were liberated; the area of
Palestine was a littls over 10,000 square miles.



The
serial
numbers

Qther
aspects

either directly or through a biblical quotation.
This is how the tabs so typical to Israeli stamps
came into being.

While it is true that countries such as
Czechoslovekia and Serbia had previously intro-
duced so-called gutters for certain issued, these
were only isolated cases.

A further interesting and specific point is
the printing of the consequtive serial numbers on
the top right hand side of each post office sheet
as fer as commemorative issues are concerned. This
system was introduced with the issue of the 1949
Independence set serial No.8 following the previous
sever commemorative issues i.e. Festival 1948
(5 stamps, serial nos 1 to 6), Flag am Petach Tiqua
with a serial No 1 in each case. Thus we reach
serial no 155 with the recent 1959 Independence
issue.,

An additional specific Israel curiosity was the
introduction of First Day Covers issued officialy by
the Postal Authorities. These covers are always
cacheted and the cachets in each case symbolises the -
theme of the issued stamp.

Those collectors of Israel philately who were
interested in expanding and increasing the scope of
their collections were encouraged to do so by the
Postal authorities with the issue of specific first
day covers for Post Office openings, slogans and
special postmarks apart from Postal stationexry and
booklets., Unfortunately the country is a small one,
so the number of post offices is proportionate, thus
the opening of a new post office is comsidered an
important event connected with t he development of the
country.

While, as mentioned before, Israel is a small
caxntry, its history as symbolised on its stamps, is
great. Furthermore, it is still fairly easy to assemn-
ble a complete Israeli collection, and the manifold
themes will always bring new pleasures to additional
collectors.



The
Stamp
as a
Beal

The
Themses

The Tabs
and FDC

In addition to the main events above, there were
a number of local stamp exhibitions in Ashkelon, Kfar
Ata, Hedera, Naharya and others.

* ok K %

THE SPECIAL APPEAL IN ISRAEL STAMPS

Very few countries can boast of the fact that
there are more collectors of Igrael stamps outside
the country than inside it. These countries can be
counted on the fingers of one hand and the reasons
therefore are obvious.

It is a specific curiosity with the collection
of stamps of Israel that you find more collectors of
Israel stamps abroad than inside Israel. Comparison
can be made with the Vatican where similarlu, and for
religious reasons, tlere are more stamp collectors of
the Vatican outside this small State and even Itlay
then inside both these territories put together.

The same applies to Monaco, San Marino and Lux-
embourg who take advantage of any world event to
make an issue of postage stamps.

There are numerous factors connected with the
igsue of Israsli stamps which account for this
curiosity that more collsctors collect them outside
the country than inside it.

The first is the vast number of themes which
form the basis of the varicus issues wherein the
ancient is combined with the modern, a further
important contribution is that the Jewish nation is
scattered over so many different countries, thus the
small stamp symbolizes the religious and cultural
ties between the State of Israel and the diaspora.

On te otherhand the technical composition of
the stamp is something specifically Israeli which
cannot be found in any other country. The majority
of the themes of Israeli stamps are based on bibli-
cal , ancient and specific Jewish subjects, hence
the decision of the early Israeli advisers to
introduce the tabs on these stamps so that it may
be possible to explain the subject of this stamp



Activi-
ties

At the present time there are 18 Philatelic
Societies affiliated to the Federation which is under
the presidence of Dr. M. Ophir and is the Israel
Branch of the F.I.P.

The youngest philatelic society today is the
Rishon-~le-Zion Philatelic Club. The Federation covers
1500 orgenised collectors. It is pointed out that
there are a further ten societies affiliated to var-
ious political parties which are thus barred from
membership in the Federation.

The main activities of the existing societies
consist of organised swap sessions, publication of
information through a pericdical journal, distributed
free to members, lectures and occasionally the or-

‘genisation of philatelic exhibitions. The Federa-

tion has a special section for the junior collectors
which is active in schools; thus educating a further
generation of collectors. '

Some of the more important philatelic events were

The National Stemp Exhibition in 1939 in Heifs,

The Internmafional Stamp Exhibition during the Manda-
Period in 1945 in Tel-Aviv under the patronage of
the High Commissioner for Palestine, at tle time
Lord Gort, with the participation of 15 countries
which included all the neighbouring Arab countries.

The First National Exhibition in 1949 TABUL follow-
ing the creation of the State of Israel,

" The "Taba® National Exhibition followed 1952 in Heifa,
‘= 1954 saw & further National Phil. Exhibition in

Jerusalem to commemorate 100 years postal services
in the Holy City, : '

We conclude with the great 1957 International Phil.
Exhibition in Tel-Aviv. Thirty four postal autho-
rities were officially represented with exhibits,
apart from exhibits from fifty four countries.
This is the greatest number of participants in any
International Exhibition held under the auspices
of F.I.Ps

Among the very important personages from abroad
who took an active part in the Exhibition, mention
must be made of the following: Mr. Harry Lindquist;
Mr. Bernard Davies from U.S.A.; Mr. Lucien Berthelot,
President of the F.I.P. axd Sir John Wilson, of Great
Britain, Keeper of the Royal Collection.



The
First
Organi-
sation

The
Federa-
tion

With the appearence of this set the main difficulties
of printing stamps, wers overcome &nd there started

a period of progress both from an artistic and tech-
nical point of view.

The printing of infreguent issues of stamps to
the advantage of a higher standard of art and tech-
nicue has proved its worth with the popularisation
of Israeli stamps with collectors the world over.
Furtte r incentive for the opening of collectors!
hearts to Israel philately are the intaresting sub-
jects on which the stamps are based.

Israecl stamps are based on the thousands of years
of Jewish history, hence the biblical and archeological
themes taken advantage of, and there is no theme the
world over which is not represented by an Israeli stamp.

The Israeli postal administration is making every
endeavour to improve the Israeli stamp from a view of
beauty, culture and tradition and thereby make them

still more popular among collectors.
K ki ok &

ORGANIZED PHILATELY IN ISRAEL

It will certainly come as a surprise to various
elements how far philately is organised in this small
corner of the world.

The organisational tradition goes back as far as
1935 in which year the Haifa Philatelic Society was
founded. Some years later in Tel-Aviv, which was then
a new town (only 30 years old) the first group of
philatelists established the Hovevel Bulim Tel-Avive.
At the same time ths cormerstone was laid for the
foundation of organised socleties in several other
small communities.

In 1945 it became a necessity to organise all
these societies under a national federation under the
presidency of Mr. Bzriel Levine. In the same ycar the
Palestine Philatelic Society in Tel-Aviv, today the
largest society in Israel, was founded. The year 1948
saw the creation of the State and conseguently the
changes of nomenclature for the Federation of philatel-
ic Societies in Israel and Tel-Aviv Philatslic Sceiety
in place of Palestine in each case.



The first
Set

ISRAEL IN PHILATELY

As is the case with the creation of every new
State so did Israeli Philately find its way to the
wide spheres of stamp collectors with the establish-
ment of the State of Israel in May 1948.

The establishment of the State of Israel was not
a political event resulting from previous long term
planning. Consequently with the abolition of the
British Mandate in Palestine no suitable preparations
were made for Postal Services which could be con-
sidered appropriate to the Twentieth Century. The
Israel temporary postage stamps for the State were
prepared even before the name of the State was de=- -
cided upon, hence the name “Doar Ivri¥ (*Hebrew

 Post") on these stamps, and not ®Isreel®. This

The 1948
Testival

first issue consisted of a set of 9 stamps with cur-
rency printed in mils from 3 to 1000, These stamps
were printed by ordinary newspaper printing press
without any elementary knowledge and in the absence
of any technical know-how on the printing of stamps,
A further serious obstacle was the non-availability
of suitable paper as well as perforation machines.
The printers could not supply a sufficient quantity
of paper of one kind even for the initial printing
of the stamps, hence the numerous varieties of paper
end perforations. These obstacles have also resulted
in the numerous printing errors found on Doar Ivri
stamps which have become such an attraction to col-
lectors specialising in Israeli philately.

In these circumstances the authorities were com-
pelled to limit the quantities of the stamps printed,
with the result that this set has become the classics
of Israel.

x  x k%

The difficulties and obstacles outlined above ap-
plied to a considerable extent also to the printing
of the first Israel Festival set, issued in 1948. It
was at first planned to print Post Office sheets of
50 but they were printed in sheets of 300 stamps.
Owing to difficulties in cutting these up, the sheets
eventually appeared in 300 stamps with vertical and
horizontal white gutters.



I know that Mr. C, C. Cratsenberg, A.P.S. President,
joins with me in extending greetings to you. We hope that our
Travelling Exhibit will be of interest and will help promote
international friendship and understanding in the hobby.

Sincerely
George A. Blizil

Chairman,
International Relations Committee

Stamp collecting is a hobby which through its nature also
fulfills a high educational function. In youth we have those
small pieces of coloured paper as the first medium of knowledge
on the subject of geography, history, all kinds of scientific
subjects, knowledge of nature or the animal world.

We find on stamps pictures of the wide plains of Asia,
the primitive tribes of Bquatorial Africa, side by side with the
huts of the Antarctic expedition which were issued in honour of
the International Geophysical Year, Through all those small
pictures we get acquainted and only too often we reach for amn
encyclopedia, in order to learn more about this or that country
or place,

fhat is why we stamp collectors have become the living
bridge between generation and generation and PEOPLE AND PECPLE.

J. OKO
President of the Tel-Aviv Philatelic Society



I am sure that your present exhlbltlon will be a great
success, and that your 71sitors will take away with them the
same lasting impression that has stayed with me since my 1997
visit. From the first greeting of ®Shalom® on my arrival to.
the final parting "Shalom™ when I left, you made me feel that
I was a welcome and honored guest, and this I have never for-
gotten, These are the kind of experiences which are above and
beyond all material things, for they are in the realm of the
spiritual, through which mankind finds a common bond, a one-
ness which is the hope of the world,

e Hn Lo Liﬂdquist

AMBRICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY, ING:.

May 18, 1959.

Dear Friends:

On behalf of the 13,000 members of the American Phila-
telic Society, I wish the Tel-Aviv Philatelic Society, the
U.S.I1.S., and other sponsoring organizations, a most success-
ful showing of the "A.,P.S. GOOD WILL TRAVEILING EXHIBIT®" at
the Z.0.A. House.

An international exchange of sorts has been in exist-
ence as long as man has had means of travel., Yet, much of
this interchange has been based on self-interest, suspicion
and distrust. Emphasis is too offten placed on things men did
not have in common rather than on those things which unite all
men in a universal brotherhood. Throughout the world people
are very much alike. The color of their skin, their dress,
their politics may differ, but their satisfactions are
basically the same., The need of the people of the world to
get to know each other and thereby to live in a world com-
munity of good will was recognized by President Eisenhower and
a program which would strengthen international activities was
formed. This is THE PEOPLE-TO-PEOPLE-PROGRAWM.

The A.P.S. Travelling Exhibit is one of our contribu-
tions to, this Program. It is our aim to project abroad an un-
- derstanding of the American stamp collector. In this educa-
tional and reference collection, representing 100 different
philatelic tastes and styles from 100 different collectors in
all walks of life, we hope that all the viewers in Israsl will
learn the American approach to philately,



To the Stamp Collectors of Israel in General
and Members of the Tel Aviv Philatelic Scciety
in Particular - GREETINGS !

The stamp collectors of the United States are happy to
extend fraternal greetings and best wishes to Israel collectors
and the Tel Aviv Philatelic Society on the occasion of their
stemp exhibition, opening May 18, 1959, when they will act as
host to the first showing of the Good Will Traveling Exhibit of
the American Philatelic Society.

As Chairman of the People-=to-People Hobbies Committee,
Inc., which is dedicated to the promotion of Friendship and
Peace between the peoples of the world, it is a matter of great
gratification to me to witness the particular fraternal bonds
between the collectors of our two countries.

When T visited Israel in 1957 I learned the magic and
deep significance of the greeting "Shalomi® It typifies this
spirit of international friendship which is the aim and purpose
of the entire People-to=People Project inaugurated by President
Eisenhower in September 1956 as a citizens?® rather than a Govern-
ment undertaking.

Stamp Collecting offers a rare opportunity for individual
and collective cooperation towards the objectives we all seek;
wherein we shall know the full joy of mutual understanding and
consideration for the well-being of all mankind. Through our
hobby we have already made great strides in this direction, for
wherever a philatelist goes, in any part of the world, he finds
his hobby is an open door to friendship. He needs no other in-
troduction than to say he is a stamp collector; he will find the
open arms of other collectors there to greet him and make him
feel at home.

This was demonstrated to me personally on many occasions
during my lifetime, and one of these times was when I had the
privilege of attending your first great philatelic exhibition
* TABIL, - in 1957, and which attracted collectors from all over
the world. Tne universality of philately is never more clearly
evident than in an international event of the scope of TABIL.

The friendships we make in stamp collecting extend beyond
the field, and there are no barriers that the language of phila-
tely cannot overcome, however much other language difficulties
may hamper us,






Special fdition on Qccasion of
Stamp Exhibition

' . PEOPLE TO PEOPLE

Tel Aviv, 19th of May
- 2nd of June 1959
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