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the heart of Tel Aviv, in Shadal St. It s
regarded as the most beautiful synagogue
in Israel and one of the finest in all the
Orient,

The style of the building is Byzantine.
The dome is in the form of 15 poloygonal
steps, mirroring the 15 Songs of Degrees
in the Books of Psalms.

The design of the Eilyahu Khalaschi
Synagogue in Beer Sheva derives its
inspiration from the tent that our fore-
fathers put up in Beer Sheva — ““and he
went up from thence to Beer Sheva ...
and pitched his tent there’ (Genesis
26.23-25). The building is designed in a
modern style, made of cast concrete,
and is in the shape of a tent, rising to a
height of 18 meters (18" in Hebrew
numerals forms the word “HAI" = Life).

THE OHEL AHARON Synagogue
situated on the campus of the Haifa
Technion on Mt. Carmel, was consecrated
in 1969. Designed by the Technion
architect Aharon Kashtan as "‘a House of
Prayer, a House of Study and a Meeting
Place”, its construction was made pos-
sible through the generosity of the
Jesselson family of New York,
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YESUD HA-MAALA was founded in
1883. Bordering the Huleh swamps, in
one of the wildest areas of Palestine of a
hundred years back, a group of Polish
Zionists from the town of Mezirech made
their home here. They bought the land
from a Jewish family from Safed who had
cultivated it for eleven years, and named
it Yesud Ha-Maala, or the Beginning of
the Ascent, from Ezra 7:9. “For upon the
first day -of the first month began he to
go up from Babylon.”

In 1900 Baron Edmund de Rothschild in-
cluded Yesud Ha-Maala in the villages he
sponsored, but with little result. Projects
like the introduction of mulberry trees
for silkworm breeding were unsuccessful,
and the colonists subsisted on unirrigated
grain crops until the 1940s, when PICA—
the Palestine Jewish Colonisation Associa-
tion — extended extra aid.

Drainage of the Huleh in the 1950s
changed the macro-environment of the
settlement, and its inhabitants obtained
more farmland and workable fields. To-
day its 550 people work 8,000 dunams
of land.

AFULA

AFULA, Urban centre of the Jezreel
Valley, stands at an important junction
about 35 kilometers south-east of Haifa.
Beautifully situated in the luscious Plain
of Jezreel. It is also the hub of a road
network spreading like spokes from a
wheel north-west to Haifa; north to
Nazareth; north-east to Tiberias; south-
gast to’ Beth Shean; south to Nablus
and south-west to Megiddo and Hadera.
Despite its remarkable strategic location,
Afula never fulfilled its early promise of
developing into a prosperous town.
First marked on the map as a railway
station built by the Turks in 1905 it was
part of the track laid connecting Haifa
to Beth Shean — a line shut down in
1948. From Afula a second branch,

closed in 1936, ran south to Jenin,
Nablus and Tulkarem. This 80-year-old
structure — the oldest in Afula — became
the focus of a military base for Turkish
and German troops in World War I.
Afula’s modern history starts in 1925
when, encouraged by the British - Man-
datory authorities, the American Zion
Commonwealth settled a number of
families on the site of an Arab village

called el-Fula, from which the presentday
town takes its name. Great hopes were
raised, envisaging the townlet as an in-
dustrial and market centre for the kib-
butzim and moshavim in the vicinity, but
for many reasons this dream never
materialized.

However, with the establishment of the
State, Afula progressed. New immig-
rants streamed in, then in 1954 when
Upper Afula was founded on the slopes
of Givat Hamoreh, an impetus was given
both to settlement and to trade and
industry. Commercial centres were
set up and factories initated, including
those for textile and plastic manufacture.

4 Synagogues

The YESHURUN Society was founded
in the year 1924 in Jerusalem and had
among its aims, the erection of an im-
pressive synagogue in the centre of
Jerusalem in which the services would
follow a standard ritual. In the course of
time, the ritual, developed at Yeshurun,
has been copied by other congregations
both in Israel and abroad.

The cornerstone of the present synagogue
was laid in the spring of 1934 in the pre-
sence of Rabbi Yitzhag Ha-Cohen Kook,
Rabbi Benzion Uzziel, the then High
Commissioner Sir Arthur Wauchope,
and numerous representatives of the
Jewish community.

The building was designed by the archi-
tects Meir Rubin and Dr. A. Freedman
and its construction was completed in
1936.

The central synagogue of the Sephardi
community — a charming building
planned and constructed by the architect
|. Berlin, has stood for some 55 years at
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FORTHCOMING ISSUES

The month of August will see the issue
of seven new stamps: 2 stamps centennial
of Nes Ziyyona and Yesud Ha-maala,
1 of Afula and 4 new Festival stamps
*“Rosh Hashana”,

Centennial of Settlements

NES ZIYYONA is a thriving townlet on
Israel’s coastal plain between Rehovot
and Rishon le Zion. Basically agricultural
with citriculture providing regular and
seasonal work, it also produces honey, for
which the area is noted. Over the years
industries were developed, and include
factories making ceramics, fibreglass,
electrical goods and other items. Another
important source of employment is the
recently established Centre for Biological
Research.

One of the earliest settlements in the
country, Nes Ziyyona was founded in
1883, and its century-long story is un-
usual and interesting. It was originally
an Arab hamlet, Wadi Hanin or Valley of
Roses, where in 1878 a German Templar
named Reisler bought an orange orchard
and built himself a house in its midst.
On a visit to Russia, Reisler chanced to
meet an orthodox Zionist, Reuben Lehrer
who agreed to exchange his Russian
homestead for that in Wadi Hanin. In
1883 he arrived to take possession of his
property and called it Nahlat Reuben,
Soon a few Jewish labourers joined him.
Houses were erected, and the little colony
lived happily while endeavouring to fulfil
Reuben Lehrer’s aim to have at least ten
men for a “minyan’’, or ritual quorum.
Nes Ziyyona received its present name —
a Standard toward Zion from the com-
mand in Jeremiah 4:6 to “‘Set up the
standard toward Zion,” when in the
1890's the blue-and-white banner was
unfurled in defiance of the Turkish
authorities. Nes Ziyyona is an agreeable
township of 14,000 souls. Its emblem
shows the national flag above a clover-leaf
displaying bees, citrus fruit and light in-
dustry.
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