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70 YEARS OF DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS
BETWEEN ISRAEL AND MEXICO

In 1992, the Israeli Minister of Energy
expressed his gratitude to Mexico for
its ongoing supply of crude oil to Israel,
including during the Arab boycott.
Twenty-eight years later, President
Lopez Obrador wrote to Prime Minister
Netanyahu to inform him that in 2021,
the State of Tabasco, wherefrom the
first shipment of oil departed to Israel,
would be the venue for Israel's display
of solidarity with Mexico's celebration of
200 years of independence.

For the soccer fans among us, Mexico
1970 is associated with the only
participation of the Israeli National
Soccer Team in the World Cup...

Our ties with Mexico, though, started
much earlier, when Jews arrived in
1519 as part of Hernan Cortes' party.
Subsequently, Jews continued to arrive
from the Iberian Peninsula, joined later
by Jewish immigrants from Europe and
the US, from the Balkans and Syria. From
immigrants who were welcomed with

open arms, they became citizens involved
in politics, the economy, the media
and the arts. The Jewish community
serves as a sound bridge between the
two countries and contributes to the
strengthening of their bilateral relations.
In 2022, Mexico and Israel celebrate 70
years of diplomatic relations. Despite
the geographical distance between
them, these relations have developed
over the years through reciprocal high-
ranking visits, the signing of cooperation
agreements in the fields of culture,
academia and research and the signing
of the Free Trade Agreement that led to
a significant increase in the economic
relations.

| am immensely proud of all that we
have accomplished together so far, and
| am convinced that through joint efforts
we will upgrade our relations, thus
bringing prosperity to both countries and
wellbeing to both peoples.

Zvi Tal, Ambassador of Israel to Mexico
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