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Henrielta Szold was recenily described by David Ben Gurion, lsrael’s
Prime Minister, as “'not only the greatest woman produced by Amerncan
Jewry, but one of the noblest personalities of our generation.'

Daughter of a Baltimore rabbi, Henrietta Szold was born in 1860, the year
ol the cutbreak of the American Civil War. In her childhood her home
was associated wilh the movement lor the liberation of the American
Negro; later with the influx ol Russian Jewish immigration it became a
haven for the newcomers. As a young girl Miss Szold trained as a teacher
and tadght in one ol Ballimore's lashionable schools.

zold was an idealist bul not one of those who believe com-
at with good will all will come right. In things great or
demanded constructive action. In the 1B80's discerning the
{ the new Russian Jewish immigrants; Miss Szold organized
night schoels for immigrants in the United States. Fifty
or Fiorella H. La Guardia when conlerring upon her the
cily ol New York said it was Americanization work such
cered that had saved America {rom a new slavery.

ionist work, however, that Henrietta Szold will be best
y history. From the time of her first visit to the Holy Land
.Jher lite was devoted to furthering the Zionist ideal. In 1912,
togetherf with a small group ol women, Hennetta Szold lounded Hadassah,
the Womlen's Ziomist Organizalion of America, which adopted as its first
cause | intrcduction of modern health services into
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enrielta Szold became a member of the Zionis
n to occupy such a post. In this position cnd |

tion
#l workers and her
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Amongst the many that bear concrete testimony
to Henrietta Szold's humanils social philosophy, the most dramatic
is probably the movement known as Youth Aliyah which has given a
new hope of lile to thousands of immigrant children. Henrietta Szold
was 75 years of age when, in 1933, she was called upon by the Jewish
Agency 1o organize the rescue of jewish youngslers from the clutches of
the Nazi regime. She was deslined to give the last decade of her lile
to the salvation of the Jewish relugee children, innocent victims of
a tormented world.

To Youlh Aliyah Henrietta Szold gave all the wisdom and social-
mindedness of the educational ideals that she had propounded in her
early years as a leacher. Besides elaborating Youth Aliyah's educat-
ional philosophy Henrietta Szold brecught to the movement a spirit of
love and warmth for every child of the thousands rescued by Youth
Aliya. It has been said that she made it her concern 1o welcome
personally every child who came in as a Youth Aliyah ward.
On February 13, 1945, at the age of 85 Henrietta Szold — teacher.
healer and visionary — took leave of the world, she had sought to
better. She lies buried on the Mount ol Olives.
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