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75th ANNIVERSARY OF THE
VETERINARY SERVICES
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75th Anniversary of the Veterinary Services

In 1920 the Briish Mandatory Government in Palestine set up
the Civil Veterinary Service in the couniry. After the
establishment of the State of Israel, the new Ministry of
Agriculture took responsiblility for the veterinary services, and
the name was changed fo "Vetferinary Services and Animal
Health®. These services are now celebrating thelr 75th
anniversary.

The public is aware that the function of the Veterinary Services
Is fo prevent disease among animals, particularly rabies and
those diseases which are common fo animals and human
beings, and also to supervise meat and other animal products.
Not many people are aware of the other manifold activities In
which the various units of the State Veternary Services are
involved. These include sophisticated surveillance of harmful
residues In food of animal origin, experments In oral
immunization of foxes and Jackals against rables, using bait;
development of new vaccines using genelic engineering
methods; maintaining computerized Information systems at
national and international levels, approval of exporting plants
and cerlifying each and every batch for export, supervision of
experiments on animals and preventing cruelty to them®
registering veterinarians and supervising thelr specializations
and, of course, much more,

Tens of Veterinary Service units are located throughout the
couniry from Kiryat Shmona in the North, to Eilat in the South.
They Include the Central *Kimron* Veterinary Institute In Beit
Dagan with its 18 loboratories; 10 regional veterinary offices; 8
regional laboratories for fowl disease; 10 supervision and
confrol points at seaports, alrports, and land terminals; 3
animal quaranfine stations; the Regional Caitle and Sheep
Laboratory In the north of the country, etc.

Over the years, the Veterinary Services have managed fo
eradicate a number of significant contaglous diseases, such as
cattie tuberculosis and bruceliosls - a remarkable achievement
even when compared with the most developed westem
countries. The Kimron Veterinary Institute is famous due fo s
scientific achievements, and has been declared a world
reference cenire by the International Organization for Animal
Health (OIE). The Institute regularly recelves guest scienfists from
other countrles for both short and longer visits, and conducts
Joint research projects with many countries around the world.

Istael Is located In one of the areas of the world most subject to
pestilent diseases among animals. In spite of that, it has
managed to establish and maintain an extremely advanced
and efficient animal industry. The Veterinary Services constitute
a protective bamier for all animails, including house pets, birds,
horses, sheep, catile, fowl and wildiife as well as profecting
-human_beings coming-into_contact with them or with animal
products. The lsraell veterinary Inspection system has gained a
high reputation worldwide, resulfing in the development of
extensive export of animals and their products, recently
exceeding US$ 100 milllon annually. Their success Is based on
four main objectives: centralization; professional excellence;
close cooperaiion with the agriculture sector and with the food
industry; and a very efficient legal structure.

On the one hand, the peace agreements may mean that
Israel has fo face new and perhaps serious risks as a result of
the opening up of the borders; on the other, they also bring the
hope that a regional animal health protection system will be
established, with the exchange of sclenfific, parficularly
epldemiclogical, Information and setfing up Joint animal
disease protection control systemns. Regional plans have been
drawn up, with the support of the US and the European Unlon,
and some of them have already been put info practice. The
75th anniversary of the Velerinary Servicesis setin the new
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atmosphere of peace, and with it the planning required to
meet both the dangers and the opportunities that peace will
entail.

The lsraell Awassi breed, fai-tail sheep, as porirayed in
Menashe Kadisman's painting on the Anniversary stamp s, to
this day, outwardly Identical to the sheep that were bred and
tended by Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, though Its production
characteristics are different from other Awassl sheep In the
Near East. The lsraell sheep-breeder has managed to achieve
from these sheep record levels of milk yield, which became
possible only after the diseases putting them at risk had been
controlled.

Recently, the Veterinary Services have arranged for the export
of frozen foetuses of lsraeli Awassi ewes to New Zealand, one of
the most stiingent counirles In the world when It come to health
requirements for importing animals or animal products. This
export Is therefore a very real expression of the International
standing which has been accorded the lsrael Veterinary
Services,

Amon Shimshony, D.V.M
Director
Veterinary Services and Animal Health.

Menashe Kadlshman

Menashe Kadishman, the scuipfor and artist whose
drawing appears on the stamp, Is the Israel Prize
Laureate for sculpfure - 1995. His work has been
acclaimed in Israel and throughout the world.

Kadishman was born in Tel Aviv In 1232, and from 1951
fo 1955 was a member of both Kibbulz Mc'ayan
Baruch and of Yisrael, where he worked as a shepherd.
Sheep were an Inseparable part of Mediferranean
scenery and of its physical and spirtual culture from
anclent times. In 1978 Kadishman painted a flock of
sheep as part of the Venice Blennale. Among the other
subjects which occupy Kadishman are Nature as Arl,
the Binding of Isaac, and Birth.
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