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Tue Sinat Rose Fixcu (Erythrina Sinoica)

This beautiful little resident is rare, living only in the
southern Negev. Nests have been found between the rocks,
and the birds run around on the stony ground, picking up
seeds. The female has far less colour than the male, being
almost brown all over. The cock sings beautifully like most
finches of whom Israel has a great many species. The Sinai
Rese Finch is the only one endemice to Israel (and Jordan)—
meaning that he is to be found nowhere else.
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Tre Ssyrva Kincrisuer (Haleyon Smyrnensis)

This spectacular bird is a resident of the northern and
central part of our country. He is a joy to the eye, whether
he sits still and watches for a mole cricket to show itself,
when he will pounce, with wings fashing, or whether he
hovers above the sands to catch a crab, beating the air, or
perhaps above a fish pond to get a small carp or a frog.
But though he will eat fish too, he does more good than evil
to man, being a tireless pursuer of noxious insets, grubs,
and field mice. He has two different calls: When sitting
still he trills melodiously and loudly, far into the dusk.
When he flies off he utters a chuckling kek-kek-kek. His
nesting habits are odd: he digs a horizontal gallery into a
loamy bank at the end of which the female bird deposits
her eggs.
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Tue Mourxine Cuat (Oenanthe Lugens)

This bird has its name from its striking white and black
colouring, which makes it conspicious among the stones and
rocks of Judea and the Negev, where it lives. It is a resident
and nests in rock-clefts. The chats are closely allied to the
thrushes, and this species sings beautifully, but somewhat
low for so large a bird. The birds are rather tame and can
be seen very close sitting above the road on a rock or a
stunted tree. They feed exclusively on insects.
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Tue Brue-Coeckep Bee-Eater (Merops Superciliosus)

This fine bird is a passing migrant and also a resident,
nesting in the hotter parts of the country, mainly in the
Jordan Valley from the Dead Sea up to the Hula, but oddly
cnough, also near Acre. It is a sociable bird, mostly flying
in flocks, swooping and turning and whistling cheerfully
the while. It also breeds in colonies making its nest in
galleries inside loamy banks, and the hen sits on the first
egg laid, so that the chicks emerge in stages, sometimes as
much as a fortnight passing before the last baby leaves the
nest. Though they feed on bees then and now, they destroy
so many other insects that they can safely be counted among
our useful birds, which deserve to be spared — not last for
their cheerfulness and beauty.
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PaLesTINE Gracerur WarsLER (Prinia Gracilis)

This tiny resident is endemic to Israel, and is found every-
where except in the Negev. It is a shy, skulking bird, usually
slipping through underbrush in its search for insects, rarely
flying for a long strech, and chirping very low. It might
be almost invisible, were it not for its exceptionally long
tail which it twirls restlessly in a sideways or circular
motion. Its nest is a hanging purse, placed so low in shrubs
or plants that it is, alas, essily accessible to cats,
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Susemo (Cinyris Osea)

This, the smallest of our birds, is endemic here, the only
one of a large family embracing 135 species, which lives
outside the tropics. In fact it first settled in this country in
the Jericho oasis — actually a tropical region. From there
it came up into the coastal plain when gardens and flowering
shrubs were planted, and since 1942 nests here, on Mount
Carmel, in the Galilee, and in the Emek and Jordan valleys.
The female is an unobtrusive brown, entirely different from
the gorgeous male. It sings beawtifully, but very low. Iis
nest is a slatternly purse, with the entrance at the side. The
Sunbird feeds on the nectar of flowers and also on insects,
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Tue Husara Bustarp (Chlamydotis Undulata)

Our Bustard is rare and confined 10 the Negev. It breeds
all over the desert regions of Arabia, where it is hunted
with falcons. In lsrael it can sometimes be seen in small
flocks, feeding on the young shoots of desert plants in
spring, and also on beetles and lizards, as well as locusts.
It is much smaller than other bustards, but still an imposing
bird, and easily distinguished from the others by a black
fringe of feathers running down both sides of the neck, The
Hubaras will close their ranks and fight against enemies
from the air.
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Scors Owe. (Otus Scops)

This tiny owl breeds only in Galilee, where its clucking
call can be heard all night. In the rest of our eountry it is
a passing migrant in spring and autumn. It feeds mainly
on insects. Being no larger than a starling, but with ear-
tufts and the huge eyes common to all owls, it looks, on the
rare occasions when one can get 10 see it like a child's
plaything rather than a real owl. It nests in holes, some-
times in rock clefts, or in ancient buildings and, rarely,
in abandoned nests of other birds,
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PurpLE HErON (Ardea Purpurea)

Israel has a great many herons — a bird also mentioned
in the Bible — some of them residents, some winter visitors,
some summer breeders, and among them is the beautiful
large bird called “purple” in all languages, though it is
red only under the wings, but, unless in flight, appears
brown-.and-slate eoloured. It makes its nest in the sedge and
reeds, and is common wherever there are carp ponds or
lakes; in lact the bird has increased in numbers because of
the many new carp ponds which quickly become surrounded
by reeds or sedge.
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WHITE-TAILED EscLE (Haliaetus Albicilla)

Esgles are often mentioned in the Bible, but of course there
is no knowing which eagle was meant. The sea-eagle (as it
is called in Hebrew) is extremely rare; so far only two
nests have been found, one in the Hula marshes, and one
on Mt Gilboa, both in high trees. Very few ecagles breed
in lsrael, most of them being winter visitors or passing
migrants. All the more reason for preserving these large,
!l:urillil'ul birds who, like all other raptors, are protected
y law.
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The complete scries will com-
prise ten stamps; three of which
horizontal each 40x25,7 mm. and
seven vertical, each 25,7 x40 mm.

A layout for mounting the series
on an album page is suggested
in this drawing; the denominations
shown (with the exception of 0.55,
0.70 and 1.00) are subject to
alteration.
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Vienna-born Mrs. Miryam Karoly came to Israel as a child,
in 1939. After leaving high-school, she studied for 4 years
at the Meiselmann Studio, which was organized on the lines
of the Vienna Kunsigewerbeschule.

Miryam Karoly will be remembered by stamp lovers as
the designer of many Israel Stamps, the Youth Aliya set
and the Biblical Musicians scts amongst them. Some Israel
coins &s well as a number of Stamps of Ghana were also
designed by this artist.



