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AKKO

Akko 15 one ol the world's most ancienl towns. Iis biblical name is Acco, which the Greeks assumed 1o be derived from the Greek weord "aki” — cure. For,
according to them, the hero Hercules came 1o the river Belus (Naaman) near Akko, to collect herbs 1o cure his wounds Akko is mentioned in the earliest
Egyptian writings and during the Roman and Greek eras it was known as Plolemais

Standing on a peninsula between Mount Carmel and the Ladder of Tyre, Akko was a lortilied port-town, a gateway between east and wesl, It was a cenire
ol communications and a strategic stronghold lor every ruler of the land. It was involved in historical events, from early Egyptian times till the mid-
twentieth century, Akko has been the prize ol kings and Crusader knights, of desert warriors and Turkish pashas. It was razed and rebuill again and again
In the middle of the 18th century Dahar-el-Omar, a beduin sheikh, began to rebuild the town. His work was completed by the Albanian adventurer Ahmed-
el-Jazzar, known — because ol his cruelty — as Jazzar the Bulcher, who captured the town from Dahar. The beautiful mosque dominating Akke teday was built by
|azzar, who also built the huge Khan, or Inn, which was the town's commercial centre.

The IL 0.25 stamp depicis the gate and tower of this Khan (The "Inn of the Columns”) one of the many picluresque 18th century bulldings. lts columns were laken
from Byzantine and Roman buildings all over the country
In 1799, Napolecn laid siege to Akko lor 60 days: Jazzar P
draw, ond lell the counlry. In quick succession the Egypti
turned to the Turks, in whese hands Akko remained until
The year 1948 saw the liberation of Akko by the lsrael Delence Forces during the War of Independence

Since then the town has grown considerably. The Old City with its oriental atmosphere is a witness ol olden limes, but life goes on; a new town has sprung
up oulside the old walls, and the population has grown to about 20,000. Living together in harmony are Jews originating from more than 16 different
countries, Moslems, Orthedox Greeks, Roman Catholics, Protestants, Quakers, Maronites. Druze and Bahais

-

ha, backed by the British fleet, delended the town so strongly that Napoleon was lorced to with.
wrested Akko Irom the Turks: they were driven out by European forces and the country re-
capture by the British in 1918
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HAIFA
The IL0.30 stamp shows Haila, Israel’s principal port. The city is young, but—
though not mentioned in the Bible — its history goes back to the time of

the Phoenicians, Sycamon was the name of the village, nestling at the foot
of Mount Carmel, at the site of the modern suburb Bat Galim. In Roman
times Haifa was a town predominantly inhabited by Jews.

There are today Moslem, as well as Christian, Druze and Bahai communities
in Haila; the latter whose religion is known as Bahaism, has followers in
Israel and especially in the United States and Canada. The golden domed
temple of the World Bahai creed stands on the slopes of Mount Carmel.
Haila's development in the last thirty years shows Herzl's vision come true;
its population has increased six-fold since 1830. Its natural beauty, its
well-kept woods and gardens, make Haifa a vacation resort in spite of
the fact that many of Israel's important industrial enterprises are con-
centrated within her city boundaries.
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KEFAR NAHUM

The IL.0.35 stamp depicts Capernaum, on the northern end of Lake Kin-
nereth (Sea ol Galilee). First mentioned in Hebrew texts of the 2nd century,
C.E. Kefar Nahum (Capernaum), had become a prosperous provincial town
and administrative centre some time earlier. It was a garrison town in Ro-
man days and, in view ol lts position astride an important commercial route

leading to the country east of the Jordan, a customs station as well.

According to Christian tradition, Capernaum was Jesus' second home town
and the scene of many of His miracles, where He delivered frequent dis-
courses in the local synagogue, the remains of which have been disclosed
and its plan established. thanks largely to the eflorts of Father Gaudence
Orfali, one of the Franciscans, whose Order in 1894 acquired the site of

the ruins

Built of coarse marble and richly ornamented, the so called “Centurion’s

Synagogue” (after a Roman commander wheo “loved the Jewish nation”, ac-

cording to Luke, VII. 5) was apparently destroyed by an earthquake in the

b6th century
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