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YAMAM - National Counter Terror Unit

YAMAM - National Counter Terror Unit - was
stahlished in 1974,

YAMAM is an elite unit specialized in handling extreme
events. Subordinate to the Israel Police and the Border
Police, it also serves as a tactical operational arm for
the Israel Security Agency (Shin Bet} and other security
and intelligence agencies in Israel. The unit integrates
unique capabllities and means far hostage rescus,
counterterrorism, and serious crime operations.

Over the past decades, YAMAM has carried out the
majority special operations to thwart terrorism in the
West Bank, arresting thousands of terrarists, including
key infrastructure leaders and *ticking bombs® (suicide
bombears on their way 1o cafrfv out attacks).

YAMAM is considered one of the tap five units globally
in its field and serves as a model for similar units
waorldwide.

On January 2, 2022 (29th of Tevet, 5782}, following a
government decision, YAMAM was officially designated
as the "Mational Unit for Hostage Rescue and
Counterterrorism’,

In November 2022, the unit was awarded the Chief of
Staff's Citation for the first time due to its complex
operational achievemants that were of paramount
importanca to national security,

Foundation Stone - Human Capital

The unit has a unique system of selection, training, and
exercises talored to tts nature. Candidates for the course
are graduates of special units with a background in
command. Only about one percent will successfully
complete the rigorous and challenging operator course,

The DNA of a YAMAM Fighter

It comprises values of commitment, dedication, and
sacrifice for excellence and creativity while carrying out
complex and challenging missions.

"l know that | do not know"

The ability to feel comiortable in uncomfortable situations
is the key 1o a YAMAM operator's success. The fighter on
the frant line is required to act with composure, make
operational decisions, and demonstrate all the combat
skills acquired during training,

Service in YAMAM is not just a place to work
but a way of life, raquiring shared destiny, mutual
responsibility, and comradeship.

On the morning of October 7, 2023

During Simchat Torah, YAMAM fighters were deployed to
the Gaza Envelope for defense battles of the settlements.
The operators, who were the first to respond, encountered
numerous incidents and conducted intense containment
battles while seeking engagement with well-equipped
enemias, The unit played a decisive role in halti ngt?nrms of
the Nukhba terrorists and especially those trying 1o
infiltrate from the Erez area towards Ashkelon, Ashdod,
and further north,

One of the notable events on October 7
was the incident in Ofakim - a clear-cut international-scale
hostage event. This type of situation is the essence of
YAMAM's establishment and preparation since its
inception,

In this evert, YAMAM operators neutralized the terrorists
and freed the hostages.

The cost of that day was high and painful -
9 fighters fell in the battles, and 43 operators were
injured,

076-8873933 U - "N nIYWn
7478390 |'U'TID ,21 U21A "TW
The Israel Philatelic Service - Tel: 972-76-8873933
Sderot HaReches 21, Modi'in 7178390
www.israelpost.co.ll « e-mail: phil serv @postil.com

Operation "Golden Hand" - February 2024

On February 12, YAMAM operated in Rafah to rescue two
hostages from the events of October 7, who were
abducted from Kibbutz Nir Yitzhak. With courage and
creativity, the operators engaged the terrorists, taking the
initiative and leveraging YAMAM's relative advantage and
operational experience. This was a complex surgical
operation in enemy territory not yet congquered by the 10F,
In this operation, Fernando Merman and Luig Har were
rescued after 129 days in captivity,

Operation "Amon" {"Summer Seeds"), June 2024
This is the most complex hostage rescua operation
since the establishment of YAMAM. The operation will
be remembered in history books for its impressive
achievements on a national level and for ite bold
heroism and success by any international standard.
Operation Armon was executed during a military
manauver in the Gaza Strip, precisely coordinatad
b[?éwaen YAMAM, the Israel Security Agency, and the
[OF.

On Saturday, June 8, 2024, a YAMAM force raided two
separate buildings in the Museirat camp deep within
Hamas-controlled Gaza,

The misgion was to rescue four hostages from the
*Nova Party® who were kidnapped on Octaber 7, 2023
Moa Argamani, Almog Meir, Jan Andrei Kozlav, and
Shlomi Ziv, They were held captive by Hamas for eight
monthe, During the raid, Commander Amon Zamora, a8
team leader and YAMAM operator who was part of the
first breaching force, was critically wounded and |ater
died of his wounds, In recognition of his bravery and
haraism in this event and the events of October 7, 2023
(Yad Mordechai, Nahal Oz, and Be'eri}, the operation
was named “Operation Armon® by a government decision
on June 9, 2024,

In their memory

During the Gngﬂiﬂﬁ fi?ht against terrorism since its
inception, YAMAM has lost 27 of its finest warriors who,
in their deaths, "*commanded us to live".

This is YAMAM

Its fighters will be the first to act lo accomplish the
missian, seeking mga?afmnt with courage, self-sacrifice,
and suprema bravery!
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