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United Nations Stamps in Austria —
the mystery of the “missing cachet”

UN collectors will be aware of the
great success of the first issue of UN
stamps in Austrian currency on the 24th
August 1979. On the first day of sale there
were long lines of collectors and dealers
from all over the world, all anxious to
make sure of their stamps and First Day
covers which came with a large variety of
postmarks.

While there were two official UN
cachets — a Geneva cover in black and
white and a Vienna cover in colours —
Israeli collectors and dealers alike were
supplied by the local UN Philatelic Agency
only with the Geneva cachet and all at-
tempts to obtain copies of the Viena ca-
chet were unsuccessful. This was partic-
ularly disappointing since the attractive
Viena cover was the work of Israel’s own
Eliezer Weishoff.

We show below one of these Vienna
covers with the set of the six stamps from
50G. to 10S.

PHILATELY and SOVIET JEWRY

This fall the Universal Postal Union,
the international postal organization, will
meet. The problems of postal communica-
tions between the US and the USSR will be
raised at that meeting.

Representative Benjamin Gilman, a
member of this sub-committee, has intro-
duced MHouse Concurrent Resolution 58,
which calls on President Carter to express
to the Soviet government the disapproval
of that government’s svstematic non-
delivery of international mail addressed to,
among others, refuseniks, and to bring up
this problem at the forthcoming Universal
Postal Union meeting.

(Jewish Bulletin)
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for the Republic of Guinea. Two steps are
shown; the pages of my sketchbook, filled
with on-the-spot drawings and the last step,
the finished stamp design.

These sketches made at the scene, or
sometimes more elaborate watercolors or
pencil drawings, provide a starting point
for the stamp design.

The first step towards the final art-
work consists in trying different rendering
techniques and color variations.

Finding the most suitable color or
colors for a stamp seems to me the most

difficult task of the stamp designer. The

problem becomes even more difficult in

the case of a series of as many as 16 stamps
in which each denomination must be clear-
ly distinguished from all the others by its
color.

Since the stamp designer has to deal
in most cases with a limited number of
colors, either for reasons of economy or
the limitations of the printing process to be
used, selection of just the right color is
most important.

Apart from this, the stamp designer
has to deal with the problems that arise
from the specific composition, in which
image and lettering are elements of equal
importance. An interesting study could be

made of the evolution of styles in art and
lettering as reflected in postage stamps.

The designer must prepare his finished
art in such a way that all shades correspond
to the clearly distinguished grays of the
printer's scale. Since similar shades easily
melt into one another in the reduction to
stamp size, it is essential to provide suf-
ficient contrast between any two adjacent
shades of gray. This is particularly true in
the case of a portrait, which is the reason
photographs are nearly always redesigned
and rendered in a way suitable for printing.

Of course the stamp designer also has
to be familiar with all the problems which
arise from the printing process. This being
the last stage of his work and might be
treated in an other article.
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DESIGNS AND DESIGNERS
OSWALD ADLER, TEL-AVIV

When talking about stamp design one
has to bear in mind that a stamp is always
the result of a collective effort. Many peo-
ple collaborate in bringing that tiny stamp
into existence.

The decision to issue a stamp or a ser-
ies of stamps on a given subject is made by
people in high state position. The Philatelic
Service then invites a group of graphic art-
ists to prepare designs. The artists usually
are given 6 weeks to 2 months to prepare
their sketches for the competition, which
is a very short time.

Two juries successively select from a
number of submissions the design they
consider most suitable. The first jury is
composed of representatives of the
Philatelic Service, members of the Associa-
tion of Graphic Artists, as well as professors
of the Academy of Fine Arts or from the
University, experts in the field of philately
used to be also invited. In the second jury
participate representatives of the Philatelic
Service and ministers.

The work thus chosen is returned to
the designer for the finished artwork. This
is examined from a technical point of view
by experts at the printing plant, and any
necessary retouches are made by the artist
who then delivers his work to the printer
for reproduction.

Reproduction means exactly that. The
designer’s finished artwork is produced
anew, but this time by printing experts
using mechanical means. It is reduced
photographically to thé small size of the
stamp and multiplied by a complicated
process.

The sketches submitted to the com-
petition are 3 times the size of thé final
stamp. The definite artwork submitted to
the printer is usually five times the size of a
stamp. This is the maximum size for stamp
design.

During the printing the designer be-
comes a supervisor, checking the fidelity
of the reproduction and giving his approval
to the first printed sheet.

Every phase of this complex process
has its own problems which must be solved

So the stamp designer’s contribution
21

to the collective effort consists in the crea-
tion of the image.

In the first stage, when landscapes,
portraits, groups of figures or animals are
sketched or more elaborately designed, the
stamp designer’s work does not differ
much from the painter’s. He uses his pen-
cils, watercolors, gouaches or India ink
freely, being careful only of the area his
design will fill.

To make this point clear, the illustra-
tions in this article show two examples. An
elaborate drawing, which | have done on
board a ship, anchored in front of the an-
cient port of Jaffo. This picture furnished
the starting point for the first sketch of the
Jaffo stamp. In this sketch one can see,
how the composition of the original pic-
ture has been changed, to meet the de-
mands of the stamp, on which the value,
the text and the rocks in the foreground
had to appear. The original picture can be
compared with the final stamp design,
which is also shown here. The second
example is the stamp, which | have done




FORTHCOMING ISSUES

The Soreq Cave, Thistles, and the Centenary of ORT

January 15, 1980 will see the issue of
5 new stamps devoted to the Soreq Cave —
1; Thistles — 3, and the Centenary of ORT
—1.

The Soreq Cave was chosen-as the sub-
ject for lsrael's first 1L.50 stamp, made
necessary by the drastic rises in postal ta-
riffs. Following the recent further 50% in-
crease, it can only be a matter of time be-
fore we are blessed (?) with a IL.100
stamp.

The design for the multi-coloured
stamp is based on a photograph by I. Amit,
and if you think you have seen it some-
where before, you are quite right — the
cave was originally portrayed on the IL.
0.30 value of the 1970 Nature Reserve ser-
ies (but at that time the dramatic contents
of the cave were a well-kept secret). The
stamp was printed by photolithography by
Lewin-Epstein.

The Soreq Cave (which, incidentally,
is mis-spelt as ""Sorek’ on the stamp) was
discovered in 1968 but opened to the pub-
lic only ten years later, since when ‘t has
become one of the contry’s biggest tour-
ists attractions. In the short time *1at it
has been open to the public, countless vis-
itors have flocked to admire this enchant-
ing fairyland of coloured stalactites, stalag-
mites and stalagnates — its “City of Pagod-
as” and numerous other breath-taking
structures formed by the steady drip, drip
of water into the cave over a period of 5
million years.

The 3 Thistle stamps continue the
tradition of portraying typical forms of
Israel plant life. Due to the country's hot,
dry summers, the countryside boasts a
profusion of prickly plants which, in spite
of their prickly character, possess a beauty
and uniqueness all their own. They have
been chosen by more than one artist as
subjects for their work and Leopold
Krakauer's sketch of a thistle formed the
subject of the IL.3.80 value of the 1978
“Paintings’’ series.

The three thistles portrayed in this

series belong to the Compositae family;
the Scalymus (IL.0.50); the Echinops
(IL.5.50) and the Cynara (Artichoke)
(IL.8.50). These multi-coloured stamps
were designed by A. Glaser and printed by
photolithography by Lewin-Epstein. Due
to the recent rise in postal rates, the values
are already “obsolete” and no longer cor-
respond to the air mail rates for Europe
and the USA as originally planned.

The centenary of ORT (Organization
for Rehabilitation through Training) is
commemorated by a 1L.13.00 stamp de-
signed by M. Pereg. The symbolic design
represents the worldwide network of
technical schools operated by ORT. For
100 years ORT has provided Jewish youth
with the opportunity of learning a trade
and today its institutions cater to 100,000

- U 00
=l mnm-t#om‘
 ISRAEL Jetirnt TOWP §

ot Lo i
BB SLOANEABR I BON G4
3 ¥

- e
18B0-1980 O'WA-0"IN

h

3

3
3
&
3

Jewish youths and adults. Over and above
its services to the Jewish community, ORT
has placed its expertise at the service of
the developing countries of the third
world.

This stamp too was printed by photo-
lithography by Lewin-Epstein.

”3

o

Fédération des Sociétés
Philateliques Israeliennes
P.O.B. 2896 Tel-Aviv, Israel
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Heinrich Nordhaus
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D.B.R.
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NEDERLAND

Mr. & Mrs. Harvey G. Biles
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Socol Mircea
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Rodolfo E. Santo Debellis
Monte Caseros 2858
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