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As a fitting conclusion, Ezekiel relates how the river of life
shall flow from the re-established Temple — a river that will
bring with it health and abundance, particularly to the barren
eastern lands, for it will nourish “a multitude of trees whose
“fruit shall be for meat, and the leaf thereof for medicine.”
(Ezekiel XLV, 12)

Sylvia Mann



With Josiah's death and Jehoiakim's acession in 608 BCE,
conditions went from bad to worse, Paganism increased, and
typical of those times was King Jehoiakim's wilful burning of
the scroll recording Jeremiah's divinely-inspired sayings. The
prophet was seized and thrown intc a miry pit, and enly after
his life was entreated for by Ebedmelech, the king's Ethiopian
eunuch, was he taken out and imprisoned in the courts of
the palace.

When the Kingdom of Judah fell to the Babylonians in 586
BCE and the ruling monarch, Zedekiah, was captured and
blinded, Jeremiah was kindly freated and allowed either to
remain in the country or leave fo a place of his own choice.
Jeremiah would have preferred to stay, and even "bought the
field .. . that was in Anathoth,” (Jeremiah XXXII, 9) as a sign
of his belief that peace would eventually return fo Judah, but
he was ferced fo accompany a group of Judeans who decided
to “go into the land of Egypt, where we shall see no war.”
(Jeremiah XLII, 14).

A bitter and disappointed man, hated by his fellows, the
uprooted Jeremiah prophesied the downfall of the surrounding
nations — Babylcnia, Moab, Edom, and Egypt itself — but in his
visions he saw Jerusalem rebuilt, and Judah and Israel back
in their fatherland.

Ezekiel ben Buzi, of the priesily family of Zadok, was born and
spent his boyhood years in Jerusalem. Caught up in the first
Babylonian sweep into Judah in 597 BCE, he was deported to
Babylon and lived mest of his life in the city of Tel Abid, on
the River Heber. ]

All Ezekiel’s imaginative prophecies, which took place aver
a period of some 22 years, were made while in exile. Until
586 BCE, when the First Temple was destroyed, they reflected
the fate of Jerusalem. Afterwards they were directed against
the gentile lands, and finally he pictured the restoration of the
Temple and the Holy City. His dreams cf the future present
detailed plans of the rebuilding af Jewry's sacred shrine, in-
cluding an exact description — with measurements — of the
Temple courts, while among his parables was the famous
story of the Valley of Dry Bones, symbolic of the scatfered
sons of Judah and Israel. Ezekiel tells how the lord will
revive them and bring them back to their homeland, and “one
king shall be king to them all; they shall noe more be two
nations.” (Ezekiel XXXV, 22.)



ISAIAH, JEREMIAH AND EZEKIEL emerge as gigantic figures
on the biblical scene. Included amcng the Latter Prophets; they
lived in the Kingdom of Judah from the middle of the eighth
century BCE until the fall of Jerusalem tfo the Babylonians in
586 BCE. All were men of high birth and standing, close to
the Royal Court and to Temple circles. Seers and statesmen,
their words of warning echoed across the |and, often making
enemies of the common folk, who were not prepared to change
their wicked ways.

First came the poetic Jerusalemite, Isaiah, whose wife, mother
of his two sons, was considered a prophetess. His preaching
spread cver a span of 45 years, beginning while King Uzziah
of Judah was yet alive, when he foresaw the conquest of both
|srael, the northern kingdom, and of Judah. Isaiah seon became
a political force, for he spoke cut fearlessly against pacts with
foreign states as implying a weakening in the people's implicit
faith in the Lord.

Isaiah's strong coavictions extended into the sphere of Temple
rites, for he disapproved cf the practice of ritual without true
belief, “Hear the word of the lord,” demanded lsaiah, “Bring
no more vain oblations ... learn to do well; relieve the op-
pressed; plead for the widow.” (Isaiah |, 10:13, 17)

Frem around 740 BCE, lsaiah’s visions continued throughout
the reigns of Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, while his premoni-
tions of disaster encompassed not only the fate of the Kingdom
of Judah but also that of other naticns. His long chronicle ends
with the promise of the Jewish people’s homecoming, and
offers a final glimpse into the happy future when "The wolf
and the lamb shall feed together.” (lsaiah LXV, 25))

Son of Hilkiah, a priest of Anathoth on the outskirts of Jeru-
salern, Jeremiah grew to be a lonely soul, devoted to the task
imposed upon him by the Almighty — the duty of warning
the nation of the dire resulls of its wrongdoing and heathen
wership. i

The young Jeremish started his 40 years of active prophec

about 620 BCE, when King Josiah was on the throne. This was
a time of well-being and prosperity, and his predictions of
ruin and exile were rejected by the man-in-the-street who
preferred to listen fo the false prophets describing a rich and
golden future. His townsfolk were particularly hostile, and
Jeremiah tells how the Lord spoke to him of “The men of
Anathath, that seek thy life.” (Jeremiah XI, 21.)
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