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MILLENNIUM

ince concepts of time are part of the history of every
people, it is not surprising that there has never been
a universal chronology, with the possible exception
of Christian chronology, which today is the accepted
basis of dating. The Christian chronology is named after Pope
Gregory Xlll, who in 1682 redefined the duration of the year
as deriving from the earth’s orbit of the sun - thereby changing
gm calendar as determined by the Romans under Julius
aesdr.

The dating of Ancient Greece was based on the Olympiad,
the four-year time unit between the Olympic Games. The
accepted starting point for this chronology is the year 776
BCE.

The Romans used the year of the founding of Rome - 753
BCE - as the beginning of their dating. At a later stage, they
determined dates according to the consul reigning in the same
year. Afterwards, they divided the time into units called
‘indictio’. This division was used for hundreds of years by
Christianity.

The Moslems count the years from 622 CE, the year the
Prophet Muhammed emigrated from Mecca to Medina (The

Hegira or Hijrah).
the Seleucid era - a dating measured from date of

Selgucus' invasion of Babylonia in the year 312 BCE
and in widespread use in the Jewish world until the 13th
century. Jewish dating appears in the 2nd century CE on the
back of Bar Kochba coins, upon which is the inscription: "Year
aleph [year 1] (through year heh [year 5)) of Israel’s freedom.”
The accepted method of dating in Judaism - from the creation
of the world - began around the year 300 CE and gradually
pushed out the other Jewish chronological systems.

ewish dating is more complex and is based on a
number of events, including the Babylonian exile or

In Christianity there were a number of dating methods, for
example, one called "Since the Patriarch Abraham's Birth"
gréich was practiced by Bishop Eusebius in the 4th century

In the 6th century, a monk residing in Rome named "Dionysus
the Little" tried to calculate the year of Jesus' birth. Today all
of the scholars believe that Dionysus' calculation of Jesus'
birth as taking place in the year 1 CE is incorrect. Jesus was
actually born in the year 4 BCE, meaning that 1996 or even
before then is the actual year 2000. Since the year after 1
BCE is 1 CE, the year 0 does not exist; the year 2000 finishes
the second millenium; and the year 2001 begins the third
millenium.

Dr. Eitan Burstein

Description of the Stamps
he themes of the Millennium series of stamps are
the sciences and the technologies for improving the
guality of life and of the environment from the following

standpoints: the quality of life, biotechnology, the

Internet, and space research. On all four stamps the number
2000 is prominently marked and an insect appears in one of
the digits symbolizing the “Y2K bug." Each stamp is crossed
by a rainbow in a cloud - the symbol of hope. llustrating the
background of the space research and biotechnology stamps
is Leonardo DaVinci's anatomical drawing of the human form,
with a sample of the artist’s handwriting,
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SPECIAL
CANCELLATION

Quality of Life (NIS 1.40)

The globe is depicted on the stamp in a clean and friendly
environment with a couple strolling in a park, a couple of skiers
and people exercising. The sea and the symbol for recycling
are shown on the tab .

Biotechnology (NIS 1.90)

This stamp shows a researcher holding a test tubs with the
globe as the background. Also three helices symbolizing the
human gene, a sheaf symbolizing agricultural research and
pills symbolizing medical research can be seen on the stamp.

Internet (NIS 2.30)

A man sitting at a computer terminal with the globe in the
background is depicted on the stamp. Also - a satellite
broadcast reception dish, the e-mall symbol @ and the "search”
coI;nmand. A picture of a hand touching a keyboard is on the
tab.

Space Research (NIS 2.80)

The stamp shows the moon's surface and an astronaut on
the background of the globe. Also - a space shuttle in the
launching stage and the formula for Einstein’s theory of
relativaty. A photograph of the footprint of the first man to set
foot on the moon is shown on the left side of the tab and a
footprint on the earth is on the tab's right side.
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