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THE BAAL SHEM TOV

Israel of Mezhibozh reverently known as the Baal Shem Tov (the
good “'Baal Shem'), was in the truest sense a religious revivalist.
He was the prophet of the Hassidic movement that grew up
amongst the Jewish masses of Eastern Europe over 200 years ago,
Many legends have been woven about his name, extolling his kind-
liness, his simple piety and glorying in his miraculous achievements.
Israel was born of humble parentage about 1700, in Podolia. While
still a youth he showed his indifference to conventional restraint and
the accepted ideas of religious education. Whenever possible he
escaped to the woods, spending his hours in close companionship
with nature. He learned the healing secrets of plants and herbs which
he later ministered to the peasants of the region. Out of his years of
poverty, prayer and communion with nature he evolved the philo-
sophy which became known as Hassidism.

The basic concept of his teachings was the omnipresence of God.
The Baal Shem Tov taught that God is in all the universe, in mind
and in matter, in evil as in good. God is as close to the sinner as to
the saint, to the ignorant as to the wise. According to the Baal Shem
Tov. the nature of God called for cheerfulness, optimism and en-
thusiasm, quoting : “Serve the Lord with gladness, come before His
presence with singing’’. (Psalms 100:2)

Sprung from the ranks of the poor, the Baal Shem Tov was one of
them. He mingled with the masses and spoke to them of God and
the Torah in a language they could understand. To thousands of
humble souls his teachings held the promise of a new heaven and a
new earth.

After his death in 1760 the Hassidic movement spread until it
embraced large masses in Poland, Russia -and other countries of
Eastern Europe.
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THE ARTIST

Eliahu Vardimon was born in Stani-
slavov, (Poland). He was brought
up in Dresden, (Germany), where he
studied at the Academy for Creative
Arts; he came to Israel in 1934,

Mr. Vardimon is an exhibition archi-
tect, with great experience in this
branch of work in Israel as well as
overseas countries — U.S.A., France,
Italy, Mexico and Kenya among them,
The Baal Shem Tov stamp is the first
stamp Mr. Vardimon has designed for
the Israel Posts,
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