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I amvoften asked what makes the relationship
between Israel and the Czech Republic so
good and what the source is of the mutual
affection between these two peoples, There
are many answers to these questions and
some even say that the Czechs and the Jews
have had'a mysterious bond for generations,
which has taken on many forms.

Both peoples achieved independence after
going through great hardships and each
established a strong young democracy with
common values. Czechoslovakia aided the
young lsrael to fight for its independence in
1948, which Israelis remember gratefully to
this day. When the Czechs lost their struggle
for liberation in Prague in 1968, Israel
expressed its solidarity and hope for their
future freedom.

As soon as the Czech Republic became
independent over 30 years ago, it was
obvious that the good relations between the
two countries would be renewed immediately
and that the relationship would thrive, as it
continues to do today.

Czechoslovakia’s first president Tomas
Garrigue Masaryk plaved a key role in
defining this friendship when he granted the
Jews of Czechoslovakia full equality and
recognized their right to a State of their oun.
Israel has honored his memory and named a
kibbutz in the north after him, as well as a
boulevard and square in Tel Aviv, a Jewish
National Fund forest... and now, a stamp
commemorating the diplomatic relations.

Both countries are proud of their good
relationship and carefully cultivate it while
ensuring the welcome tradition of bold

friendship.

Anna Azari,
Israeli Ambassador to the Czech Republic
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