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thanks to the generosity of the Alliance Israelite Universelle
and a number of private individuals, mainly from France (e.g.
Rothschild and Goldschmidt) and England.

Migwe Yisrael was the first Hebrew settlement in the renascent
land of Israel; it was scon followed by other villages settled
by Jewish farmers who sent their sons to agricultural school.
There, in accordance with Netter's vision, they learned to raise
fruit that would be suitable for export.

Migwe Yisrael fulfilled its function and grew famous. Jews
from many countries sent their children there to study, and
it absorbed and trained many who came with the intention of
settling. Some of the principals who came after Netter follow-
ed in his footsteps; others made mare original contributions,
introducing new methods and activities into the instfitution.
In 1912, alumnus Eliahu Krause became the head, a post he
was to hold for 42 years. During his tenure, the First World
War broke out, making contact with France and the "Alliance’
impossible. The school then found itself in straitened circum-
stances, and could obtain no help from the local population:
There was famine in the land, and many people were deported
by the Turkish authorities.

The replacement of Turkish rule by the British Mandatory
Government heralded a new era for Migwe Yisrael. The Third
Aliya also left its mark: Migwe Yisrael grew to be a center for
Jewish workers (many of whom became leaders of the com-
munity and later of the State of Israel), and it also served as
a stronghold of self-defense against Arab marauders, Hebrew
replaced French as the language of instruction, and girls were
permitted to enroll. Migwe Yisrael graduates began to form
settlement groups and set up rural communities of all kinds
— kibbutzim, moshavim, and villages.

After the establishment of Israel, the Government undertook
to help the “Alliance” maintain and enlarge the instifution.
The student body increased to 80O, and today with feachers,
instructors, and other staff, there are more than a thousand
people in residence. Students may choose either a religious
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The Migwe Yisrael Agricultural School was established in 1870,
as an educational facility of the Alliance Israelite Universelle
of Paris. Its founder was Yaakov (Charles) Netter. He had
toured the land of lsrael, met its Jewish residents (then con-
centrated in Jerusalem, Zefat, and Tiberias), seen their poverty,
and heard them speak of wishing to change their way of life.
In the report he sent to Paris, Netter consequently proposed
the establishment of an agricultural school where Jews could
learn a new way of life. Upon completion of their studies,
they would settle on land purchased for them, thus setting
up Jewish farm communities. When his proposal was accepted,
Netter applied to the Sultan of Turkey, who assigned 2400

dunams (= 600 acres) for the purpose of establishing an
agricultural school.

Netter began working, and gathered round him a group of
people who helped put up the first buildings, plant the vine-
yards, and cultivate the fields. It was one of those early helpers
who suggested the name “Migwe Yisrael”, which combines
the connotation of a Jewish reservoir with the idea of purifica-
tion in preparation for a new life.

Ten pupils, most of them orphans, were the beginning of the
school which was designed to accommodate 30 to 40 boys, and
teach them agriculture and other crafts. Netter soon succeeded
in attracting additional pupils, and the institution developed,



or a general course. The school's 3500-dunam (= 875-acre)
farm includes orange groves, orchards of sub-tropical and
deciduous fruit, a vineyard, field crops, cows, sheep, chickens,
bees, and flowers, as well as a plant nursery — all managed
and maintained by the instructors and students themselves.
Migwe Yisrael students gain an extensive knowledge of agricul-
tural science, and also complete the official general studies
program which prepares them for the Matriculation Examina-
tion. Many Migwe Yisrael graduates form “Farm & Fight” (Nahal)
units which eventually turn info permanent settlements; others
return to their native villages, taking home with them the
modern agricultural know-how which they have learned at
the school.

In addition to studies and farm work, the Miqwe Yisrael pro-
gram includes a rich social and cultural life which gives young
people an appreciation for humanitarian and national values.
The dormitories, cultural hall, auditorium, and sports fields
of Migwe Yisrael — along with its gardens, paths, and shady
groves — make it a pleasant home for all who live there,
providing the pupils with an education and a varied and
meaningful cultural life until they emerge as adult citizens of
Israel.



