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The term '“"Hashoa Vehagevoura™ (Holocaust and Heroism) refers to
the cruel epoch when the Nazis and their helpers tried to destroy the
Jewish people: and to the Jewish fighters in their resistance and uprising.
The Nazis attempted to destroy the Jewish race in every European country
which came into their power : Germany, Austria, Poland, Lithuania,
Latvia, Esthonia, White Russia, Ukraine, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Ru-
mania, Bulgaria, Greece, Yugoslavia, France, Italy, Belgium, Holland,
Denmark, Norway and Finland. More than six million Jews were murdered
in these countries. During the holocaust thousands of Jewish communities
in Europe were destroyed as were their cultural institutions, their
charitable organizations, their synagogues and their manifold educational
centres, A unique culture which had developed over more than a millenium
was brought to an end.

Although closed into ghettos and locked into concentration camps, and
without arms and equipment, there were thousands of Jews who dared
to rise up against their slaughterers, The inhabitants of the ghettos of
Warsaw, Czenstochow, Vilna, Cracow, Bendyn, Bialistok rose up in revolt
against the Nazi bandits. With the few arms they had succeeded in
gathering they defended the ghettoes, isolated from the outside world,
against the armies of the Nazis and their helpers. Even in the extermination
camps, in the shadow of the gas chambers and the crematoria, they rose
up. Tens of thousands managed to disappear into the forests and to join
the partisans fighting against the Germans. Many organized themselves
into Jewish fighting units, others joined the underground fighters in the
occupied countries and united with them against the coranmon enemy.

The Jewish nation in lsrael and abroad will never forget either the
holocaust or the heroism of those who fell in defence of Israel's honour,
The 27th day of Nissan has been established by the law of the Knesset
(Israel Parliament) as Martyrs’ and Heroes' Memorial Day. On this day
the nation remembers the victims of the holocaust and the heroes who
sacrificed their lives in sanctifying the name of lsrael.
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THE ARTISTS

Yaacov Zim was born in Poland
in 1920, the son of a painter
and signwriter. Interested in art
from childhood he spent three
years at one of the leading art
schools in the country of his
birth. His craft saved him from
deportation by the Nazis for
several years. Finally, however,
he was sent to a concentration
camp where he remained for
three years. Freed in 1948 when
the United States Army liberated
Buchenwald, he settled in this
country and continued his stu-
dies at the New Bezalel School
for Arts Crafts in Jerusalem. At
the same time he worked as a
night watchman for his keep.

Since 1950 Mr. Zim lives in
Tel Aviv, working as a free-
lance designer and commercial
artist

®

Cyla Menussy, born in 1930,
studied for four years at the
New Bezalel School of Arts in

Jerusalem.

Upon completion of her studies
there, she was awarded the
Schatz prize for all-round ac-
complishments in graphic design.
In 1952 she went to London and
studied there at the Central
School of Arts and Crafts and,
under Eckersley, at the Borough
Polytechnic.

She went through the typical
“foreign students’’ phase - work-

ing as a sales-girl at Marks &
Spencer (where she won a prize
for a trademark for that firm);
among other odd jobs, she
read on the Hebrew programme
of the BBC. In 1954 she went
to New York and worked there
with advertising firms and book
illustration for six years.

Mrs. Menussy lives now in Tel
Aviv and works as an indepen-
dent graphic artist.

Chava Ornan was born in Cze-
choslovakia in 1930. At the age
of eleven she and her parents
were taken by the Nazis to The-
resienstadt ghetto, from there to
Auschwitz and finally to Bergen-
Belsen.

At the end of the war she found
herself the only survivor of her
family. She came to lsrael with
Youth Alivah and with their
help began to study at the New
Bezalel School of Arts in Jeru-
salem in commercial art classes.
In 1948 she interrupted her
studies to join the Israel Defence
Forces. After the War of Liber-
ation she returned to the school
on an army scholarship. Mrs.
Ornan won prizes I1n various
competitions, and worked al-
ready during her studies as an
art teacher.

She is now a free-lance com-
mercial artist in Tel Aviv.
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