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Operation Entebbe 50 Years

Operation Entebbe was originally named
“Operation Thunderbolt". It was later renamed
after Lieutenant Colonel Yonatan ("Yoni")
Netanyahu, commander of the General Staff
Reconnaissance Unit (Sayeret Matkal) and
commander of the force that breached the
terminal, who was killed during the operation.

The incident began on Sunday, 27 June 1976,
when Air France Flght 139 departed from Lod
Airport (today Ben-Gurion Airport) for Paris via
Athens. There were 248 passengers on board the
Airbus aircraft. In Athens, some passengers
disembarked and others boarded the flight. The
aircraft was hijacked by four of the passengers
who had boarded in Athens: two Palestinians and
two Germans (a man and a woman), members of
the violent Baader-Meinhof Group. The aircraft
landed in Benghazi, Libya, for refuelling and, after
a short stop, continued to Entebbe, Uganda.

The hijacked French aircraft landed in Entebbe at
midnight, where six additional terrorists (four
Palestinians and two more Germans) were
waliting. They had organized and coordinated the
reception of the aircraft and the hostages with the
Ugandan authorities. Upon landing, the passen-
gers were transferred to one of the halls on the
ground floor of the old terminal at Entebbe.

In Israel, several emergency meetings were held
to assess the situation. At one of these meetings,
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin instructed that an
attempt be made to establish contact with Idi
Amin, then President of Uganda, in order to
safeguard the welfare of the hostages. At the
same time, the Israel Defense Forces were
instructed to examine the possibility of rescuing
the hostages by military action. Brigadier General
Dan Shomron was appointed commander of the
operation. Within the Israel Defense Forces and
throughout the intelligence community, intensive
efforts began to gather intelligence and build an
operational picture to support decision-making.
At the same time, a small planning team began
examining operational alternatives and assessing
the feasibility of various operational plans.

On Monday, the terrorists collected the passen-
gers' documents and passports and carried out a
selection, separating the Jewish passengers from
all the other passengers. Beginning on the night
of Tuesday, 29-30 June 1976, the terrorists
began releasing passengers who were neither
Jewish nor Israeli, while the remaining hostages
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were kept isolated in the terminal at Entebbe. The
passengers who arrived in Paris were questioned
by the French security authorities and provided
up-to-date information about the incident and the
events that had taken place at Entebbe. At the
same time, the planning team prepared several
possible operational plans.

Following the receipt of essential additional intelli-
gence on 1-2 July 1976, a decision was made to
launch a hostage rescue operation.

The operation involved personnel from the Israeli
Air Force, forces from Sayeret Matkal, the Para-
troopers Brigade, the Golani Brigade, medical
personnel, and intelligence units. On the morning
of 3 July 1976, four Hercules aircraft departed for
Entebbe.

The landing at Entebbe took place during the
night of 3-4 July 1976, and in a swift and sophis-
ticated operation all the hostages were rescued.
One of the hostages was killed during the
exchange of fire with the terrorists. One of the
hostages, Dora Bloch, who was hospitalized at a
medical facility in Entebbe, remained there and
was killed after news of the rescue of the
hostages and their return to Israel became
Known.

During the operation, the Israeli forces suffered
one fatality - Lieutenant Colonel Yoni Netanyahu -
and one seriously wounded soldier, Sorin Hershko.

Yossi Bar-El
The Intelligence Heritage
and Commemoration Center
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