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by Norman J. Collins

In October 1987 | received a request for help
in researching the cover shown in Figure 1,
by Albert Kahn, of New jersey, U.S.A.. Thisis
a most puzzling cover in that it arrived in
Haifa though it has no address for Israel.

This item was posted in LONDON on the
31stJuly 1948, beinga COMMERCIAL cover
from GLOVER BROS. (LONDON) LTD. and
addressed to an Aaron Rosenfeld care of
Messrs. N.V. HERFURTH of ROTTERDAM.
It was re-addressed by Herfurth care of
HULL, BLYTH & Co. Ltd, of FAMAGUSTA,
CYPRUS. There are no Dutch transit or
despatch marks, but it arrived in LIMASSOL,
CYPRUS on the 15th of August where it
received the arrival mark of that town. It
finally arrived in FAMAGUSTA on the 16th of
August as per the arrival mark shown. From
here there is a puzzle not quite resolved, for it
arrived in HAIFA without further transit or
arrival marks except the censor mark for
HAIFA MARITIME (which of course means it
arrived by ship).

| wrote to two friends Johan Has of Holland
and MarvinSiegel of Ramat Gan, |srael to see
if they could help unreveal the mystery.

Johan came up with the information that
Messrs. Herfurth are well known Shipping
Agents. From this Johan deduced that Mr.
Rosenfeld was possibly amember of aship’s
crew and thus forwarded it with other crew
mail to the next possible port of call it could
be got to in time for the ships arrival. Johan
suggested that such mail would go under a
separate cover with the rest of the ship's mail.
Butthe arrival marks of both LIMASSOL and
FAMAGUSTA discount this, theory.

The absence of further postmarks point to
the fact that from this point it was forwarded
by courier and handed over for censorship

on arrival in Haifa.
Marvin Siegel suggested that the person

might have been known to the new officialdom

and was possibly an ‘agent’ who had worked
abroad, but had returned ‘home’ at the time
ofthe correspondence. This is one possibility
as Israel at that time was seeking military
items abroad by all means possible prior to
Independence.

Of course again Johan’s theory that he could
have been a seaman (possibly on a ship
purchased by Israel to bring in displaced
persons/immigrants, or even much needed
supplies), could also hold water.

| wonder if any reader can come up with the
anwer as to who the mysterious Mr. Rosenfeld
was?

My thanks are due to Johan Has and Siegel.
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Poona oamyn
EXCHANGE WANTED

Christian Hatke

Bruno Siegel-StraBe 17
DDR — 8010 Dresden
EAST GERMANY

Zdenek Kaplan

Na Vysluni 769

28522 Zruc Nad Sazavou
CZECHOSLOVAKIA

Szanoitsuab

Bureau d'echange
de Budpest M. Cs.V.
H-1240 BUDAPEST

Brux René
Rue Fonds des eaux, 17
B-7161 Haine-Saint-Paul
BELGIQUE

Sabel Gohringer
Cleivitzen Str. 12
6900 Heidelberg 1
W. GERMANY

Ismael Estrada

Av. Acosts No 60 Zonz 7
C. Habana. C.P. 10700
CUBA

M. Beeke
Watevweg 11
8071 RR
nunspeet
HOLLAND

Anastasios Vafidis
Filipou 11

Vekia 59100
GREECE

Ing. Andrzej Sieczkowski
P.O.Box 69

PI-09-405

Plock 7

POLAND

Sarcletti Roman
Schumpterstr 20
4040 Linziurfahr
Austria
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MANDATE
WANTED

RATES — INFORMATION

In researching Mandate postal rates, current
information is quite incomplete, especially the
airmail rates. In the absence of archive
material or offifial tables, the date must be
derived from the covers themselves.

| propose a Study Group to further this
research and am willing to collate the material.
It would be greatly appreciated if members
would examine their covers for rates, routes (if
indicated by docket or backstamp) and dates
of the postmarks. Of particular need are any
official Post Office rates tables.

All contribution will be acknowledged and
expenses reimbursed upon reqguest. Please
send your information to:

Arthur H. Groten M.D., Box 30, Fishkill, N.Y.
12524, USA.
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