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Souvenir Leaf
Israel - Greenland Joint Issue

Despite the great climatic differences between Israel and Greenland, both countries face similar
challenges. Each lies in an area characterized by extreme temperatures and large portions of their
land are desert areas. Israel is located on the edge of a dry desert and Greenland lies in a polar
desert, Both of these limit the availability of inhabitable land, making it imperative to maintain a
balance between human development and conservation of the local animal kingdom.

Greenland

Greenland, the largest island in the world, is located in the Arctic region and its climate is very
much affected by its proximity to the North Pole. Most of Greenland is covered by an ice sheet,
which is thousands of meters thick in the central portion of the island. During the long winter season,
the sea surrounding Greenland freezes and also becomes covered with a thick ice sheet.

The polar bear is the world's largest land-based predator, and is thus larger than other species
of bear. Its fascinating strength has made it a popular symbol of strength in the Arctic world, and
the Government of Greenland uses the polar bear in the official national coat of arms.

Israel

Israel is located on the eastern shore of the Mediterranean Sea, at the edge of the Sahara desert
belt. The arid Negev desert in the south encompasses some 60% of Israel's overall area, thus
most Israelis live in the central and northern portions of the country, and mainly along the coastal
plain.

The density of Israel's population and the intensive development of its agriculture have put great
gressure on the natural habitats of its wildlife. Many animals have been forced into ever decreasing
abitats and some, such as the Dorcas gazelle, have reached the point of being endangered




