ant Jw pIwI?
MW DY)
(M2tp naryal Y1)
Jerusalem of Gold
Naomi Shemer
(Stamp & Souvenir Sheet)

1049 = 5/2018 = N"VYWNN |I'0

£

WD TN N

INITA M TN INYN

NYY TN 1HYW HYV1 NN VWA NVHKWN 1INT
N709N2 NNAN 7Y ANT7VY [N 171 DR NN
NN D7 N PN W DN DY, 7210000 7Y
NN [IWNIN YN 0 NWDI1,M0T 7Y D130 Yy
N1 718 NINTIN 2IVUN DI'DD .O7IN] DAY 7¢ D117
DN TN W7D TAFNWD TN TN VIDRINTI N7
0NN DWW NRN70 N0 PN INKT NIV N7
0712 1192 NNIMSN NNN Y7 07N TIN DTNINY

N M730 78 MY RO AN 7Y DITYNT TN
NNNYWN NN 70000 VW7 NNND 90 ,NawnT
DTV I 17| N7 DIN DWINTD NIRE TINA9TINN
JNY Y1 ANNTN 1700 7XAWE NITH Qwim
T2 YRV DF'VN WD INNY [T 17701 NNNYY
N2 NIWIIMNAL 7NN AN 101U NIVEN TN
W7 DIFNENNRY 78 WIN NI DI7R 12 N9'0IN

NANDY

TN 7Y ONNIT NY DWIRNID7NY ON 7Y LTND
272 MTNN TN Y2 NN .OVIN N7 "20T 76 07w
JOUY M72 (AN 79 T0Yn 17 W0 7RW awim
DYO 721 D'TNNN 7W D27 "IN DIN TWVIINT N0l

NN

O 7R AP NYI7 IR TNom ©

NIOUYD NDID NIIFYA 312 XY
XA TIT NDNINI
Stamp, Souvenir Sheet, FDCs &
Cancellation Design: David Harel

[EMUSALENT O Gt |y

= ol uena

TUNT D7UN'T TZIN AN7 DINI01 DY D00
7V 1079 VWA 7Y DO NNWITZ A7 DY DTN
ONIN IWIN1TNND 071001 DUTRD 74 DNNYI I
Y MATA NN ONAW NN YIANTI D7 TIN 107
7M2-|XY 'D217 DON NN N LIZR NN M7
IMINT 7N TIY T NODI NT7NIWN NIRONn 74

SANT 79 DU NY N 7

M INT DU TUN WNT 11D 1967 W 91INa
JANT DD WA TR T AN TR 77 o
NIDNA NIWNYT YW D7UNT WT71M wIn 1Y
NN NINDYYN DI INYIND DY7NNT TV 7210000
J0Y Y1 NINTNE NYIWNN 7N MV NMIoN
NNYDW TV T (U0 w293 TR0 N0ATNN TWN
NTARD 0TI NNGZH IMATDT7 INIWNN TIN 91027
O'WON NIDNIN MW7 7N N'F7Y 20 DTN 7Y
NN VW7 NN "IN 7Y 070N oW W 7!
D700 TINN (10190 78 NNNION MWD TIKGE MDD
70 DTN 127 DN 10 ANJY YT D IR
[79'0 '7NUT N7D iY" DODONN 0'DI0DN 1A
N7 778 220 20NN IR0 JWRNT7 AR NN
JORIN YWNN 7Y MWD 0IN TIN I0W 1Y DN
7V YNNI 127 ,0ronnt 7w 79 ANAn D0annn
NYI7 DIMN N7 YW NIDE,DIRD QW DINN NNRT7Y

OnY]




Jerusalem of Gold, Naomi Shemer (Stamp & Souvenir Sheet)
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Many anthems, poems and songs have been
dedicated to Jerusalem over thousands of years. The
sanctity and beauty of the city resonate within the
souls of believers and travelers alike, and have moved
them to pour their hearts out and express their longing
in words. The song Jerusalem of Gold has become
this generation’s link in a long line of works, many of
which have become deeply rooted in Isragli culture.

In the winter of 1967, Jerusalem Mayor Teddy Kollek
approached the Voice of Israel (Israel's national radio
station) and asked them to write a song dedicated to
the city, which would be played for the first time as
part of a festival scheduled on the upcoming
Independence Day. The request was passed to
songwriter and composer Naomi Shemer, who sought
an idea for the song and eventually found inspiration
in ancient Jewish writings. The title and first line of
the chorus came from a legend about Rabbi Akiva,
who gave his loyal wife a precious piece of jewelry
called "Jerusalem of Gold". The phrase "Behold | am
a violin for all your songs’, which was coined in the
Middle Ages by Rabbi Judah Haleviin his well known
poem "Zion, will you not ask', provided the inspiration
for the rest of the chorus. Shemer used this foundation
to create the train of thought of a faithful admirer who
s intoxicated by the fragrance and landscapes of
Jerusalem, whose heart aches at the city's
wretchedness when held captive by the enemy, and
who swears to remain faithful forever.

Naomi Shemer chose a young unknown singer, Shuli
Natan, to perform the song. The audience was
captivated when she took the stage during the festival
intermission, singing only with her guitar. At the end
of the evening, Natan was invited to sing the song
again and the entire audience joined in.

The Six Day War broke out just three weeks later,
uniting Jerusalem and opening the city to all.

The song Jerusalem of Gold, which expressed an
unattainable longing, immediately became a symbol
of joy and a sense of the incredible miracle witnessed
by the residents of the State of Israel during the war.
Shemer was in the Sinai when Jerusalem was
liberated, and upon hearing the shofar blown at the
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Western Wall over the radio, on the spot she excitedly
added a new verse of joy and hope to the song that
she had written.

Although 50 years have passed since then, the song
Jerusalem of Gold continues to shine. It lies firmly in
the hearts of the Israeli people and has attained the
status of an unofficial national anthem, continuing to
pull at listeners' heartstrings time and time again.
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