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The two different printing sheets
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Fortunately, there is one ch8racteristic common
to all genuine types and clearly differing from gll
forgeries: the upper point of the first small star
(neighbouring the big star) in the lower right corner
is directed along the left from the vertical line of the
letter Resh of the word Eretz, on all the forgeries(Fig.4).
On all the genuine types the upper point of this star
ig either exsctly underneath the vertical line of the
letter Resh, i.e. the extension of a line drawn from the
lower point of this star through its top one would coinecide
with the wvertical line of the letter Resh (printing types
3 and 6, Fig.6), or it is to the right from the letter
Resh, the agsumed line through the star leading in its
extengion between the letters Resh and Aleph of the word
Eretz ( Printing types 1,2,4, and 5; - Fig. 5).

So we can conclude this report with the statement
that the forgeries of the Safad stamp need not deter the
collector at all and that he can identify them without
difficulty. An expert certainly can do so with absolute
certainty. A&s a matter of fact, the existence of the
forgeries has not been detrimental to the popularity of the
stamp. On the contrary, after the elimination of the many
fakes, it has continued to rise sharply.

It is to be mentioned that the gbove resesarch work

by the author has to a great extent been jointly under-
taken with Dr. Hoexter of Haifa and that tho results
were atrived at in complete agreement with him.

Rishon le-Zion , July, 1951.



combinaticng that do not fit in whth thege only two genuine
arrangemeits are forgeries. 4nd this not because they d»
not conform, - theoretically it was possible that some copies
had been printed other than in the above arrangements =,but
because they consist without exception of forged stamps that
would be recognizable also if they turned up singly. Lpart
from the detailed siudy of many items' themselves, this was also
confirmed by the printer who, at the time , had been given
the printing task by the Hagana administration at Safad. To
say it positively: only such combinations can be genuine that
represent a part of one of the two described shapes of the
printing sheets.

Consequently, the following are always fakes: horizontal pairs
of blocks of four, printed t&te-bdche without intersecting
gutter, particularly turning up imperforatd§ or partially
imperforate; = vertical pairs or blocks of four that differ in
the identical types. (Genuine blocks of four can origin only
from the second setting and then thel wer tical pairs
must differ in type; see fig.4).

After having eliminated the forgeries as to 1) and 2) there
remain only:

a) those appearing in singles or paibBs with horizontal
waveline design, and

b) thossappearing in combinations that do conform to the
original printing sheets, of coursze only, if they, too,carry
the wave-lines horizontally. (Otherwise they can already be
recognized by this irregularity). The main item of this
category is a forgery of. the whole postal pane of the second
setting, complete with the black print of the original postal
stationary on the reverss.

So it seems that in the end we still have to deal with the
various characteristics of the six genuine printing types
in order to identify these remaining forgeries. But thig is
necessary only in a very restricted sense:
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1) Wrong underlying wave-line dosign: The design
consists of interwoven lines forming rhombi. Since the
design was arranged on the envelope horizontally and the
stamps were printed on the envelope vertically, each
genuine stamp bears the wave-linc design horizontally.

l.e. the obtuse anglos of the rhombi show upwards and
downwards, the acute angles of the rhombi show to the left
and to the right. 1In contrast to that many forgeries show
the wave-line design veriically; the obtuse angles of the
rhombi are dimected to the left and to the right, the
acute angles upwards and downwards (cf. Fig. 1 and 2).
These forgeries were, accordingly, printed horizontally
on (the original form of) the envelope. A1l stamps with
the vertical wave-line design are forged. By this state-
ment we have eliminated the mojority of forgeries. But
unfortunately not all of them: though all genuine stamps
must show the horizontal wave-length design, some for-
geries show it, too.

2) Wrong arrangement of combinations of stamps:
pairs, blocks, sirips, panels, sheets, t®te-bdches,
"head-to-centre", etc.,

The forgers specialized in producing combi-
nations like these, rightly assuming that just for
this sort of thing collectors were prepared to pay
cnormous prices,

It 'is essential to recall how the sheets of tho
genuine stamps were arranged: The first setting
consisted of two horizontal rows of six of the sheet,
leaving @ wide intersecting gutter betwecn the two
rows, each row with half the width of the intersecting

. gutter forming the postal pane. (see fig. 3).

The second setting consisted of four vertical rows of
three stamps each, arranged in half-sheets of two such
rows upright at the left side of the sheet and two such
rows inverted at the right side of the sheet, thus
leaving a wide vertical intersecting gutter between the
two half-sheets, these half-sheets apparing t&te-bdcho
to one another. Each half-sheet with the half-width

of the intersecting gutter formed the postal pano(cf.
Fig.z(-)o




But here they were badly mlstaken. Just the pr1m1t1v1ty
of the stamp, which is printed in hand-set typography and this
is six different printing types, brought about the failure of
the forgers. It can be stated that the fakes,after philatelists
have once known about their existence and if they apply some
caution, are not dangerous. Every forged Safad stamp can with
certainty be identified as such and is clearly different from
the genuine ones.

This does not mean that no seriocug damage hags been done,
It really has. Many buyers fell victim to the forgeries at the
beginning and, what may be worse, it was a bad blow to Israel phi-
lately abroad where many of the fakes were offered and sold at colo-
ssal prices. The question of the authorship is not to be raised
here, since the mgyter is under active police investigation and
it is to be hoped that the results will soopj be publicly known and
the culprits be tried.

When oxamining a Safad stamp for its gonuineness, the main and
deciding factor is the black print which was applied in hand-gset
typography on the inner blue "safely" wave-line design of envelops,
as described in my above quoted treatise. 4s already mentioned
there exist six printing types of this black print, each contai-
ning many particular features characteristic for it. The types
of the forgeries - there are also several ones - clearly and
decigively differ,

But it is not intended to deal in detgil with the
characteristics of the black print in the frame of this report.
This must be left te g lecture forthe specializing collector.
The aguthor has ascertained that for most of the forgeries most
casier means of recognition exist. To be clear: The reglly
deciding test remains the black print, but it has appeared
that certain forgeries which had originally besn identified
by their black print have always and without exception some
other additional characteristics (e.g. the wave-line design)
or vice-versa: itemg which have thesc additional characteris-
tics bear always and without exception the forged black
- print, i.B. they are forgeries.

And since these additional other characteristics can
be established easily, they can serve as the basis for re=
cognition of the majority of the forgeries:
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ir wurde die Ehre zuteil, die CENTILUX in unserem
Lande zu vertreten. Ich bin gewchnt jede uebernommene Ver-
pflichtung emminent ernst zu nehmen. Mir obliegt es unter .
anderem, Interessenten jede gewuenschte fuskunft zu geben.

Ich hoffe, dass es uns gelingen wird, wie in Paris
und in Bruessel mit einigen représentativen Objekten, das
hohe Nivegu unsgerer Philatelie guch in Luxemburg zu demonst-
rieren.

Es soll aber zugleich fuer uns eine kleine General-
probe fuer unsere eigene Weltausstellung 1954 werden.

Hermann Gltck

THE FORGERIES OF THE SAFAD STAMP
by Dr. KURT STEINBERG.

The safad, Israel, provisional stamp, issued May 4th,
1948, and in circulation till May 15th of that year, has
quickly gained in popularity and is to-day certainly one of
the top-items of the Israel trangitimnal period, i.e. the
transition from the British lMandatory to the State of Israel
postal administration. This is due both tn the unique condi-
tiong prevailing at and resulting in its issue and to the
not less unique printing and design of this stamp (cf.this
guthor's treatise in "schweizer Briefmarken-Zeitung",Octobr
and November, 1949, "Stamps", New-York, of May 13,1950,
"IPPS4", Chicago, Monograph No.2, and "Israel Study Cirgle"
Bulletin No.,6). The popularity of the stamp has, in connexicn
with its rarity - only 2,200 copies were printed - led to
a steady rise of its price so that the Safad stamp has become
a really valuable item., This again has served as an
incentive for forging the stamp, the forgers obviously deeming
it an easy business owing to the primitive printing and
design of the genuine stamp.



BRIEFMARKENAUSSTELLUNG _"CENTILUX"

In der Zeit vom 25.Mai bis 4.Juni 1952 findet in
Luxemburg eine internationale Briefmarkenausstellung -
CENTILUX= genannt - statt.

Diese wird aus 8nlass des 100 jaehrigen Jubilaeums
der ersten Luxemburger Briefmarken (1l.Sept.1852) veranstaltet

Luxemburg ist darauf bedacht, ebenso wie die anderen
Laender aus gleichem 4nlasse schon frueher, durch eine wuer-
dige Zentenarfeier ihrer ersten, mit Recht sehr beliebten

——und wirklich schoenen Briefmarken, die Beliebtheit dieser zu

bekunden.

Grosse Feierlichkeiten sind vorgesehen, welche aus
diésem &nlass die Luxemburglsche Post in Unterstuetzung
der Fédération des Sociétés Fhilateliques du Grand-Duché de
Luxembourg durchfuehren werden.

41ls Kroenung dieser diversen Feste ist die Brief-
marken- fusstellung gedacht.

DiesCENTILU X ~ steht unter dem Protektorat
der Grosshergzogin und unter dem Patronat der F.I.P.
(Fédération Internationale de Philatelie).

duch unser Verband gehoert seit 1945 dor F.I.P.
an, und wie es mir scheint, sind wir ein angesehenes

Mitglied. Mehrere unserer Ubrschlaoge sind in den Statuten,
in den Durchfuehrungen und auch in den fusstellungsbestim-
mungen gufgenommen worden,

. Die F.1,P. veranstaltet ihre jgehrlichen Kongresse
fuer gewoechnlich am Ort ciner Weltsusstellung, welche stets
unter dessen Patronat und gemaess deren Statuten durchgefuehrt
werden.

Uns wurde von der FIP das Jahr 1954 schon wachrend
des Kongresses in Paris im Jahre 1949 als der Termin einer
Weltausstellung zugesprochen,.

Unser Verband wird bald mit den noetigen Vorarbeiten
beginnen und zu diesem Zwecke oin harmonisches Zusammenwirken
der Post mit uns herbeifuehren.

In dieser Richtung hat der derzeitige Praesident
unserer Hitachduth = Dr. Moshe Ophir - bereits wichtige
Zusagen erwirkt.

In diesem Jghre war Herr Dr., Ophir als Delegierter
unseres Verbandes beim FIP Kongress in Koponhagen, wo er
nicht bloss Gegenstand besonderer Ehrungen war, sondern
auch durch sein duftreten grosse Erfolge heimbrachte.
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