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FESTIVAL OF HANUKKAH
6th - 13th DECEMBER 1996

he Hanukkah holiday commemorates

the dedication of the Holy Temple

and the Jewish victory over the
Greeks. The Jewish Rebellion against the
Greek rule broke out after Antiochus
enforced unbearable edicts, The rebellion
was lead by Matityahu the Hasmonean, a
priest from Modi'in, and his five sons, After
a number of battles lead by Yehuda
HaMaccabee, the city of Jerusalem
was liberated from the Greeks. The
Hasmoneans purified the Temple
and the seven branched oil lamp.
Only one cruse of oil was found,
sealed by the high priest, and |
not rendered unholy by the
Greeks. Tradition tells that
the oil in this single small
cruse lasted for eight days,
until new oil could be
obtained. This is the Miracle
of Hanukkah.

Since ancient times, itis -

customary to light an

additional Hanukkah

candle on each additional

holiday eve. Children particularly enjoy
Hanukkah because of the holiday customs
of eating doughnuts and potato latkes, fried
in oil, to commemorate the miracle, The
children also play games with a special
Hanukkah spinning top, receive Hanukkah
gifts, and light the candles.

he Souvenir Leaf shows two stamps,

one American and the other Israeli.

The joint American-Israeli production
of the Hanukkah stamp issue is evidence
of the special relationship between the two
countries. The stamp was designed by the
Jewish American graphic artist, Hannah
Smotrich.
The Israel stamp is unique in that it is the
first Israeli self adhesive stamp.
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