ND1O7 MV 50

THE KNESSET - 50 YEARS

L”IYNN VIY E 2/1999 m 587

PHILATELIC SERVICE 'N7120 NI

qQIN'YA NDIIN NIN'YWI NN 1956 1710 25-1
NIANID NNNN 7V 78w 072D DR DY
NDID7 VA7 [DUN |I1DN7 MINN '72TX |12
7IVIN [IURIN DI9N .07 NV D7UNHN N7
TV 1NAY DY YWD LM77 901 72TR7 TNX ND
D'DDI NITVYA ,NDIDN [DYUH N NNnHNDIY
30-2 2N NI, T7'W0IN NNDWH Y 1InnY

1966 DDIAINA

DN NN'ZN D7IX DTN AN V7 ¢
MTAY - NONI N7VYN 7U D7UN' NN AX'HN
;(7122 NIRY) [IN7 1T [PRN 7Y
NINN7P2 D790 1277 THNN UNI PUNN NYY *
;ANI79 TIT M7WNM NKN 7Y INTIAY - 7R
NX DORNHDN L 7RANY 770 78 7 'NI0Y #
TN DYN 7w ANIvonn

(YN NINDABNN NIIDNN NITAY | E

A7n 0on n7rw T
DIIVI'N2A NDIIN INK NIUY

v

070 7¢ DI7¥N AN [IURIN DI NDOYM
HTNDWN ;Y DMN NN NN Navn
DD 7Y [IWNIN V1N 7NINOY qOIt

(17.2.1949) 0N VIV N2 W1 OO
D'7¢N12 NI NIDIoN "2

Mmm7unnn '!I'TIJIJ'I!Uﬁ oW NN DI7YNN)

AMT712 TNT 7120 ANYD

STAMP DESIGNER: DANIEL GOLDBERG

7N TN 7W DMN2IN-NT NI NDD
720 INIF N700PN ,N7Y NFZFZINDN NI
NO7YUN N'OIZINTA DX NITHA NN 9

7YY DUMTRN DIRYINA (1T D777 90 N2
NIYIN 7Y NDIdN NNZON [PIX7N DI 1T

NITIRN 7201 NITTHN KW NN DNNIRENYYANN
DY Y2IN 72,772 1012 NIDWI NDD7 NNA

DIN 197 TIY ,1949 NP2 25 07N NAA T2
7RI IDUENN NNYD NPNT7NA NI
NTIdN 974 912) NDNN NOOXT7 NINNAN
NN .(NITNT DFZIN 207 NN MNK NINDNYN
["222 NNUZNN NADHN NO0RN 7 NIWXIN
14 - D"UN LIYWA 1702 07U NITINN NR2IDN
MAN NYY NN NNMD 197 .1949 1XIN192
NY'01 D7V7 DY INTA XNV NODNN
MWD WUNY - DL 10 [I'N¥7 21 YIRD [IY7 DYy
N7

[OX'1 DUN N2 NIYNIN NN INXKT Dol
NNDHN NDORNI 7MY NITTN 7Y [[WUNIN NNIWAT7
NDN OV 7V ,"ND1D"7 NHY NN NIYWT7 NO7NN
D'TIN'A NA'W INR7 NDIDNN WK D717
197 N'WINNN XN 722 NI7TAD 7RIW-YINT
- DNYWYI DIND - NDIDN MAN 190N .N1'O0N
N7IMN NDN NAN 190N 97 KIN X VA7)

10NN NOOND 74 NNMON AWIN NN
79 71NN TOYNN 1227 NINNAN-'N N7V
NIYIN NX NDIDN N7MYN D78 1N

NN NNIZ DWTIN NYWND WP NIN-7NT

JID-0” 17021 “DO7 YNTI7 "1 NN

NN 7'TYN7 ND1DN NO'7NN 1949 1ANNTA 13-2
MY NN NDN NP7 N7'NN .07WUNT7 MY
N2V ,1950 DIRP 13-21 DTN NIIDION 112
DY 07U ‘1 1700 AN NS N7

DY 16-D N7YNT7 1WA NN DX NN




The Knesset - 50 Years

he Knesset is the house of representatives
T of the State of Israel and its legislature,

which symbolizes more than any other body
in the state its democratic system. In addition to
legislation and debates on the central issues on
the national agenda, the Knesset supervises the
executive branch, and elects the State President
and State Comptroller. Elections to the Knesset
are usually held every four years.
On January 25, 1949, before the official ending of
the War of Independence, elections were held in
Israel for the Constituent Assembly - a body, which
according to the Proclamation of Independence,
was supposed to prepare a constitution for the
state. The first sitting of the Constituent Assembly
was held in the Jewish Agency building in
Jerusalem on February 14, 1949, Two days later
Prof. Chaim Weizmann was elected President of
the State of Israel, and the Constituent Assembly
decided to change its name to "Knesset" after the
Great Knesset, which had convened following the
return of the Jews to Eretz Yisrael from the exile
to Babylon in the 5th century BCE. The number
of Knesset Members - one hundred and twelve -
was also determined according to the number of
members in the Great Knesset.
H Constituent Assembly, and due to the

uncertainty regarding the legal status of
Jerusalem, the Knesset moved to Tel Aviv. However
on December 13, 1949, following the famous
statement by Prime Minister David Ben Gurion to
the effect that Jerusalem was an integral and
inseparable part of the State of Israel, it moved
back to Jerusalem.

ollowing the opening meeting of the

For over 16 years, until the new Knesset building
was completed, it held its meetings in the Frumin
building on King George Street. On July 25, 1956,
the Knesset Presidium, together with the
Association of Architects in Israel, announced the
holding of a public competition amongst the state’s
architects for the planning of the permanent seat
of the Knesset in the government compound on
Givat Ram. The first prize was granted, on the
basis of a unanimous decision, to Joseph Klarwein.
In their decision, the judges emphasized the
building’s dignified appearance and unexaggerated
dimensions. The money for building the Knesset
building was donated by the Rothschild family,
and the construction work took nine years. The
building was inaugurated on August 30, 1966.
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mongst the famous works of art built into
u the Knesset building are:
« the stone wall at the front of the Knesset
plenum, which represents the heavenly and earthly
Jerusalem, constructed by Danny Karavan (seen
on stamp);
* the iron gates and eternal flame in memory of
the fallen soldiers in the wars of Isragl, created by
the Jerusalem sculptor David Palombo;
+ the tapestries by Marc Chagall in the state hall,
which describe the history of the people of Israel.

Dr. Susan Hattis Rolef,
Editor of the Knesset web site
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The first day cover depicts a photograph of
the inauguration ceremony of Israel's first
President, Chaim Weizmann, with Knesset
chairman Yosef Sprintzak on his left.

The ceremony was held on the 18th of the
month of Shvat, 5709 (February 17, 1949) in
the Jewish Agency building in Jerusalem

{photograph by courtesy of the Government Press Office)
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