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Taglit — Birthright Israel

Taglit-Birthright Israel is the bridge to Israel for
hundreds of thousands of Jewish young adults
ages 18-26. Participants from around the world
discover Israel for the first time through an
educational tour that helps them connect with
Israel, Israelis and their Jewish identity.

Israeli young adults, mostly soldiers and officers
from elite IDF units, take part alongside
participants from abroad. The collaboration with
the Israeli participants creates strong bonds and
understanding, forging a personal connection
between Israelis and their Diaspora peers.

During the ten-day educational tour, Taglit-
Birthright Israel groups visit sites of national
importance across the country -- from Jerusalem
and Masada to the coastal cities of Tel Aviv,
Caesarea and Haifa, to the northern Galilee and
the Golan Heights - participants are exposed to
a wide variety of Israel's wonders.

Since the launch in 2000, more than 200,000
participants from over 50 countries have come
to Israel. Thousands of the program’s alumni have
returned to Israel since their first trip for short and
long term educational, vocational and personal
visits, including several thousand who have
become Olim Hadashim. Tens of thousands of
Israeli soldiers, officers and students have joined
Taglit-Birtnhright Israel participants as partners on
their journey.

After completing the ten-day tour, participants
become more involved with Jewish religious,
cultural, educational and social activities and
organizations. They also act as a support network
for Israel upon returning to their homes and
communities. They play an active role in promoting
Israel on college campuses throughout the world
and share their positive experiences with the
large segment of Jews who have never traveled
to lsrael.

Hence, Taglit-Birthright Israel is considered the
most successful educational project in the Jewish
world.

Taglit-Birthright Israel is supported by the People
of Israel through their government, private Jewish
donors and Jewish communities throughout the
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world (North American Jewish Federations, Keren
Hayesod and The Jewish Agency). Most
prominent Jewish philanthropists from around the
world and Israel are partners in the project -
among them are Charles Bronfman, Michael
Steinhardt, Dr. Miriam and Sheldon Adelson and
Lynn Schusterman - viewing it as a significant
part of their investment in Israel and its ties with
the Jewish Diaspora.

Taglit-Birthright Israel participants have injected
a much needed boost to Israel’s tourism sector
and their total impact on the economy is more
than NIS 1.5 billion to date.

From the outset, the Taglit-Bithright Israel project
has received widespread support from public
figures in Israel. MK Dr. Yossi Beilin was among
the initial formulators of the concept. Chairmen
of the project’s steering committee have included
MK's and Ministers Michael Melchior, Natan
Sharansky, and Yitzhak Herzog. Finally, Prime
Ministers Benyamin Netanyahu, Ehud Barak, Ariel
Sharon and Ehud Olmert have all been champions
of the program. These public officials consider
Taglit-Birthright Israel to be a critical factor in the
strengthening of ties between Jews in the
Diaspora and Israel.

Gidi Mark
International CEO
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