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Tel Aviv Centennial, Dizengoff Circle Souvenir Sheet

This Souvenir Sheet is the first of a series of new
issues by the Israel Philatelic Service marking
the centennial of Tel Aviv, to be celebrated in
2009. The center of the sheet shows a stamp of
Tel Aviv issued as part of a series of UNESCO
World Heritage sites in June 2007. '

In 1972, UNESCO (the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization)
ratified a convention to protect world heritage
sites. In the context of this program, guidelines

were drawn up to evaluate cultural and natural

sites with outstanding universal value. Each
country was requested to prepare a list of sites
in its territory, to be reviewed annually by
UNESCO's World Heritage Center. Those deemed
worthy are added to the list of the UN World
Heritage sites.

The government of Israel ratified the convention
in 2000. Since then, the following sites in Israel
have been added to the world list: Old City of
Acre (2001); Masada (2001); White City of Tel
Aviv - the Modern Movement (2003); Biblical tels
- Beer Sheba, Hazor and Megiddo (2005); and
Incense Route — Desert cities in the Negev (Avdat,
Mamshit [Mampsis], Halutza [Elusa] and Shivtah)
(2005).

Tel Aviv

Founded in 1909, Tel Aviv developed as an
amalgam of neighborhoods without a central
plan. In 1925, at the initiative of Mayor Meir
Dizengoff, an urban blueprint was commissioned
from the Scottish town planner Patrick Geddes.
The "Geddes Plan,” as it was known, was
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The period was one of booming construction in
the country. Between 1931 and 1937, over 2,700
new buildings were constructed in Tel Aviv alone,
most of them reflecting the International Style,
albeit adapted by the Tel Aviv architects to the
climatic conditions of the region. For example,
the wrap-around or picture window, which was
designed to admit a maximum of light in European
homes, was replaced by broad cement overhangs
to provide shade from the intense Israeli sun.

Tel Aviv is the only city in the world in which an
entire district built along the principles of the
International Style has been preserved. An
outstanding example is Dizengoff Circle, planned
in 1934 by architect Jenia Averbouch.

Description of the Souvenir Sheet

The stamp shows Zina Dizengoff Circle and
environs (courtesy of the Government Press Office
- GPO). In the circle — a segment of the fagade
of a building typifying the International Style of
architecture, and a street map of the Dizengoff
Circle area.

The background of the sheet shows the building
at the corner of Ben-Ami Street and Dizengoff

—approved-in 1929 and largely determined the—gjrcie-asegment of which appears in the stamp.

image of Tel Aviv during the British Mandate
period.

In the early 1930s, a number of young, mostly
native architects were active in Tel Aviv. They had
acquired training in architecture during the 1920s
in the Bauhaus School in Germany, in Le
Corbusier's atelier, and elsewhere in Europe.
Upon their return home, they applied the principles
of modernism, or the International Style, to the
design of new buildings in Tel Aviv.
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