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enthusiastic support. In 1894 an International
Olympic Committee was set up for the
planning of the first Olympics to be held in
Greece two years later.

In contrast to the ancient Olympic
Games where only Greeks participated the
modern Olympics have become a world-
wide event with the games held every four
years in a different country. The slogan of the
games today is "'Higher, Faster, Stronger”
with the aim of strengthening peace and
friendship among nations. Participation in
the Olympic Games is limited to amateur
sportsmen and winners receive awards in
the form of medals and certificates.

The Palestine Olympic Committee was
founded in 1933 but as the games of 1936
were held in Berlin, the Committee decided
not to participate in protest against Nazi
persecution. Following the War of Indepen-
dence, the International Olympic Committee
claimed that the Palestine Olympic Com-
mittee had ceased to exist and our sportsmen
again could not take part in the games of
1948. The first time that sportsmen of the
State of Israel took part was in Helsinki in
1952, since which time Israel has participated

regularly.

In Tokyo Israel will compete in four
classes of games — athletics, swimming,
weight lifting and target shooting. Israel’s
football team participated in the pre-Olympic
tournament. The Israel basketball team will
compete in the pre-tournament in Geneva
and, if it reaches the finals, play in Tokyo.
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The Olympic Games to be held in Tokyo
in October 1964 are the 18th since they were
revived after an interval of nearly fifteen
hundred years.

It has never been accurately determined
when and how the Olympic Games were first
held though they certainly originated in
ancient Greece where, even in these early
times, they were an important part of the
cvultural and artistic life of the nation and
regarded as a religious rite.

In ancient times the games were held
at Olympia on the Peloponnese peninsula
every four years and the period between the
games ‘was called an olympiad. The winner
of each of the different branches was crowned
with a laurel wreath. Greece placed great
emphasis on the physical prowess of its
citizens and was proud of the skill of its
sportsmen in these games, which terminated

only with the final decline of Greece as a
nation.

The Frenchman Baron Pierre de Couber-
tin worked for the revival of thel Olympic
Games in our times. Deeply influenced by
archaeological finds made at Olympia where
a stadium and a theatre were excavated he
convened a conference held at the Sorbonne
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in Paris in 1892, where his suggestions won  / .
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