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THE EMERGENCY MAILS IN 1948: PART B

PALESTINE EMERGENCY DELIVERIES, INC. (PEDI)

Chaim Shamir and Marvin Siegel, Israel
»
The Palestine Emergency Deliveries, Inc., or PEDI, was a

unique entity and operation since it was organized and its modus
operandi established before communications between Palestine and
the outside world ceased on April 26, 1948. PEDI was a special
body created for a specific purpose by the New York office of
the Jewish Agency. The Jewish Agency was then serving as the
representative of Palestine's Jewish Community or Yishuv. Thus,
in many ways, it acted as the unofficial E@bassy of the State-

to-be in America. Mr. Gottlieb Hammer was the Executive Director

- and Controller of the New York City Office of the Agency: he

played a most important role in the formation and operation of
PEDI. It was to his credit that he was among the first to
realize the importance of communications and the difficulties

that would be encountered by the new State in maintaining postal
services between the Yishuv and the outside world. As early as
January 16, 1948, he was deeply involved in these matters, as is
shown in a letter from Mr. Arthur Lourie, then working from the
New York Office of the Agency, to Mr. Ze'ev Sharif in the Agency's
Jerusalem Office (Fig. 1). Mr. Hammer's ideas included requesting
impartial organizations such as the Red Cross or a Chamber of
Commerce to arrange Postal Service at the expiration of the Pales-
tine Mandate. However, these ideas were deemed impractical by

his Jerusalem superiors in the Jewish Agency (Figs. 2 and 3).
After these rejections, Mr. Hammer seized the initiative and on
April 26, 1948, he cabled Mr. Grabovsky that he proposed "to col-
lect letters in the United States for Palestine and ship as air
freight" (Fig. 4). No doubt this cable can be considered as the
first specific step in the PEDI saga. It should be noted that
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Fig. 1l: Letter from Mr. A. Lourie at the New York Office of the

Jewish Agency to Mr. Z. Sharif in the Agency's Jerusalem office.
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From : NEWYORK & To: XEYTAN JEVAGENCY
20.4.48 JERUSALEM

Regarding oohtinuation postsl service informed by commi-
ssion that postal union prepardd recognise commission and advance
party instructed find impartial economic body for example Chamber,
of Commeroce undertake postal serwice atoﬁ Commission recomends
our suggestion appqintment of Jewish authority for Jewish area
stop Suggest that you consider asking Red Cross act under authorit;
commigssion Telegraph position your discussions-advance party

LINTON
50/50

Fig, 2: Telegram from Linton in New York to Mr. Walter Eytan in

the Jerusalem Office of the Jewish Agency,concerning the finding

of an Impartial body to undertake the continuation of postal

services for Jewish Areas.

To: LINTON JEVAGENCY NEWYORK From : JERUSALEM
27.4.48

Your cable No., 50 outdated by events stop Proposals
re Chamber of Commerce and Red Cross wholly impracticable stop
Advance party no longer exists stop Am pérsonally not concerned
in postal negotiations which presume are being handled at higher
level Telaviv and Newyork

EYTAN

65/36

Fig. 3: Telegram from Mr. Eytan in Jerusalem to Mr. Linton in

New York, stating that the proposals are Impractical.
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From: . NEWYORK & To-: - GRABOVSKY JEVAGENCY
. -~ -+ - JERUSALEM
] 26.4.48

Received 2 4.5.48

, Reference your telegram No,69 FIRST See Lintons telegram

No. 50 to Eytam stop SECOND Renewing discussions with Commission
universal postal union question will advize you shortly If no imme-
diate arrangements securable through Commission' I propose undertake
lepllect lét‘tera in United States for Palestine and ship as air freight
stop’ This would involve additional charge above regular U.S, postage
stop DPlease telegraph immediately whether you prepared act as Pales-
tine prinecipal such air freight shipment and undertake distribution
begin at once area Jewish State-and Jerusalem stop My proposals find
ultimately postal arrahgements follow e

55/78

Fig. 4: Telegram from Mr. Hammer in New York to Mr. Grabovsky at

the Agency's Jerusalem Offices proposing the collection of

letters and sending them as air freight.
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it was this same Mr. Grabovsky, speaking for the Department of
State Services of the Jewish Agency's Tel Aviv Headquarters, who
issued the most important Circular No. 1 and its annexes on April
25th and 27th, 1948. These detailed the steps that would be
taken in the transition from the Mandate Postal Service to one
serving the new state’.

On April 28th, the "New York Times" published the sad notice
that the United States had officially suspended Air Mail services
to Palestine the preceding day, at the request of the Palestine

Authorities. The notice reads as follows:

THE NEW YORK TIMES, WEDNESDAY, APRIL 28, 1948

""All Mail for Palestine is Barred by Postoffice"

By The Associated Press

WASHINGTON, April 27 — The Postoffice Department today
suspended all mail service to Palestine. It said the action was
taken at the request of Palestine authorities.

Before the order, only airmail service was going to Palestine,

The United States - Palestine mail service began a series of
curtailments about six weeks ago, because of disturbed conditions.
The department first suspended money-order service and then parcel
post.

About four weeks ago, all surface letter mail was ended,

leaving airmail as the only postal link between the two countries.
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Mr. Hammer was not to be deterred; on April 29th he sent
Cable No. 59 to the Jewish Agency in Jerusalem through the Office
of the American Consul there, as the city was already besieged and
normal telegraph service had ceased to exist. This cable requested
a response to his previous one of April 26th as well as a directive

regarding a certain KIM offer (Fig. 5). He had approached the

From :: NEWYORK & ‘Po: JEVAGENCY JERUSALEM

29 4 48 Received through
American Consul 30.4. 48

th I have response reference my telegram No. 53
to Ehplan re KIM offer and reference my telegram Hb 55
to €rabovsky re Pmlestine consignee for "freight mail

shipment
HAMMER
| _ 59/25
Note : Cables No, 53 NOT
- received up to date

Fig. 5: Telegram No. 59 from Mr. Hammer to Jerusalem via the

American Consul, mentioning the KIM offer.

Dutch Airline and they had offered a specific proposal to carry the
mail to and from Palestine. But the Jewish Agency approval, acting
in the name of the Government of the State-to-be, was required
before he could act upon their proposal. The Royal Dutch Airlines
(KLM) were more than willing to provide the Air Mail service Mr,
Hammer was seeking. On May 7th, the Abrahamoff Brothers Tourist

and Travel Agency of Tel Aviv, the Palestine Agents of KLM, sent a




letter marked "SECRET" to Mr. Grabovsky which clearly offered to
carry mail for the Jewish State to Amsterdam and the rest of the
world from there (Fig. 6). The following is a translation of

Abrahamoff's application to perform the service, sent to Mr. Tzvi
Friedberg (later Prihar) who had on that day been nominated to be

Postmaster General:
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Fig. 6: Letter from Abrahamoff Brothers of May 7, marked "Secret”,

to Mr. Grabovsky, offering to carry mail via KIM.
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Royal Dutch Airlines KLM
Abrahamoff Bros. Head Office
3 Herzl Street, Tel Aviv

Mr. Tzvi Friedberg, Postmaster General May 10th 1948

House No 58, Sharona, Tel Aviv
Dear Sir,

Subject: Transportation of Mail from Eretz Israel to the
rest of the world by airplanes of KLM the Royal
Dutch Airlines

We were very happy to know that your honor has been appointed
Postmaster General in our Hebrew State, and we congratulate you
from the bottom of our hearts on the appointment to this high posi-
tion.

As general agents of Royal Dutch Airlines, Misr Airlines
(Egyptian Airlines), we beg to inform you that from 1936 we have
been transporting mail from Palestine in those airplanes, and we
also took care of the mail carriage to Lydda Airport and back.

We include a copy of our letter sent to Mr. David Remez to
which we added the prices for transportation of mail from Eretz
Israel to all parts of the world.

As your honor knows, KLM Royal Dutch Airlines Services are
excellent, courteous, fast and efficient. We would be very happy
if your honor would arrange an appointment in order to let you
have further details.

Respectfully: Abrahamoff Bros.
(Signed) General Agents in Eretz Israel to
Naftaly Abrahamoff Royal Dutch Airlines

In another.Abrahamoff Bros. letter - this one to Mr. David
Remez of the Provisional Government - the observation is made that
it had come to their attention.that the Czech Airlines had resumed
their services and had been granted landing rights and permits to
Tel Aviv's Sde Dov Airfield.? They requested the same rights

and permits for both Sde Dov and Haifa's small airfield. However,
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it was not until June 8th, 1948 that the permits and rights were
finally granted to KLM. On June 20th, KLM's inaugural Alr Mail
Flight departed from Amsterdam, arriving the following day.

Luckily, Hammer's scheme for sending Airmail from the USA to
Israel informally as air freight was simpler and thus was activated
much earlier. He completed the groundwork well, no doubt spurred
on by the multitude of ingquiries received by New York's Jewish
Agency Office concerning Mail Service to and from Palestine. PEDI
operated from the New York Office of Keren Hayesod at 60 East 66th
Street in Manhattan. It was on May 19th, that Mr. Hammer issued a
prepared statement that defined the functions and operating procedures
of PEDI. This statement, as published in the "New York Times" of
May 20th is brought here in its entirety, because of its obvious
Importance:

THE NEW YORK TIMES, THURSDAY, MAY 20, 1948
New Service Is Due For Mail To Israel
Chartered Planes Will Carry Letters Only -

Jewish Agency for Palestine Reports

Chartered planes will fly mail one to three times a week at

the sender's risk to "somewhere in Israel", replacing services

abandoned three weeks ago by the United States Post Office, the Jewish
Agency for Palestine announced here yesterday.

The Postmaster General of Israel in Tel Aviv will accept the
mail for delivery to the new state, including Jerusalem., Mail
addressed to areas outside of Israel and packages will not be acceptedi
Only air mail letters will be handled.

Gottlieb Hammer, controller of the New York office of the Agency
said that he had received "thousands of inquiries"™ about how to get
mail to Israel. Mr, Hammer said that consequently the Palestine
Emergency Deliveries, Inc., 60 East Sixty-sixth Street, had been
established to get the mail through.
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The emergency service will end as soon as normal channels are
reestablished, he explained., But before regular delivery can be
started, recognition must come from the Universal Postal Union and
air traffic must be reopened on a steady basis,

To be acceptable for delivery, mail must be prepared in this
way: "Sealed letters addressed to individuals residing in the State
of Israel should bear and have affixed the requisite United States
postage (25 cents a half ounce or fraction thereof); an additional
service charge of 25 cents per half ounce or fraction thereof to
cover the cost of handling, must be paid in coin or postal money
order; and the sealed letters and the service charge must be enclosed
inaanother enveiope and addressed to Palestine Emergency Deliveries,
Inc,, 60 East Sixty-sixth Street, New York 21, N.Y.".

Mr. Hammer said that this procedure had been checked with the
United States Post Office and was in accordance with its regulations.
He said that "any carrier" could accept mail provided it bore the
required postage, cancelled as prescribed. The service charge also
is normal under the Post Office's regulations.

Palestine Emergency Deliveries, which is expected to be self-
liquidating, was established under the auspices of several Zionist
organizations. The corporation is headed by Abraham Dickenstein,
secretary of the American Palestine Trading Corporation; Miss Sarah
Behrman, secretary of the Palestine Foundation Fund, secretary and
Mr. Hammer treasurer.

"The first plane will leave La Guardia Field as soon as enough
mail is ready," Mr. Hammer said. The plane will carry passengers
also,

GOSN

It also specified the Postal Fees as follows: stamps, 25 cents
for a half ounce or fraction thereof plus a service charge of the
same amount in coin or postal money order. The ten cent Airmail

letter sheets were allowed without the need of adding additional
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postage unless it contained something, in which case further postage
would be required (Letter Postage Rate). No Registered Mail,

packages, etc. could be accepted, since the mail was accepted only
at the sender’s risk.

Almost immediately after Mr. Hammer's announcement, which was
also broadcast, sacks of mail began to arrive daily at PEDI's Office.
The Office Secretary was Miss Sarah Behrman, who in our literature is
sometimes referred to as Mrs. Sarah Deutsch, as she marrie& sometime
after the events detailed here. Miss Behrman had obtained some nec-
essary basic postal devices to process these letters. The handstamps,

shown in Figure 7, included a rubber one inscribed FIRST FLIGHT TO

FRST FLIGHT T0 ISRAEL | 11. CANCEI.L
(2) ) /// / // /

OFELIVERIES, ING, : =
(d) ' S~ o amSSBWERIES, INC.
Le)

\\

NN

N\

L

Fig. 7: Handstamps used by PEDI and CSA.
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ISRAEL, a numbering machine (b) and a dateless device with the word
CANCELLED in serified letters surrounded by diagonal bars (c).
Strikes made with this device are known as the Type I cancel. Almost
immediately after the processing had begun, a dating device with a
control, allowing for simpler date changing, was also obtained (Fig.
7(d)). Strikes from this device are known as Type II cancels. The
letters that had already been cancelle& with the Type I handstamp
were cancelled a second time with the Type II device. This resulted
ip the configuration of handstamp strikes shown in Fig. 7 (e). The
Type II device was used for most of the initial shipment and on all
covers subsequently processed, with its date being changed daily.

Up to this point, Mr. Hammer had succeeded in accomplishing the
most difficult tasks of devising and publicizing an Emergency Mail
Service entirely in accordance with US Postal Regulations. Current
information leads us to speculate that he had arranged with KLM
either to carry the postal mail all the way to Israel if the Israelis
would grant appropriate rights or, failing this, for KLM to leave
the mail at a European Airport to be transferred to another carrier
that was indeed already flying to Israel. The first PEDI shipment
was processed on May 20 and 21. Some days later it was flown to
Rome. Additional research is required regarding the exact route and
dates. In Rome, the shipment was deposited with the Italian Customs
authorities. It remained in their hands until the lst or 2nd of
June on which date the Italian officials passed it on to the crew of
a Czech Dakota Airliner that had remained for the night in Rome on
that leg of its flight to Haifa. The CSA plane arrived at Haifa
Airport on the evening of June 2nd carrying this first shipment of
PEDI Mail, consisting of one large bag comprising approximately one
thousand pieces of mail. -

At the time of arrival of the CSA (Ceskoslovenske Aerolinie)
plane, no one was at Haifa Airfield except Mr. George Taussig, the

General Manager and Representative of the Czech Airlines in Israel.
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He accepted delivery of the PEDI mail bag and took it to his home as
there wasn't any postal representative at the airport who had the
authority and who could be entrusted with the task of taking the
bag of Emergency Mail to the Post for processing and delivery. It
was during that night that Mr. Taussig, his wife and his Secretary,
handstamped all the PEDI mail with the round cancel of the Tel Aviv
Czech Airline (Fig. 7 (f)). Mr. Taussig later justified this pro-
cedure -with his statement "If we (the CSA) brought the mail, then

we should get the credit for it".?}

The shipment completely surprised everyone in the Post Office,
where it was mistakenly assumed to have been sent by the US Post
Office. In effect, they believed that the United States had resumed
Postal Services with Israel. Based upon this mistaken belief, the
Tel Aviv Postmaster informed his Postmaster General by official letter
of June 4th that through the Czech Airline, a bag of mail containing
letters from the United States had been received. However, he also
mentioned the important details that this mail had been received in
an open bag and without verification papers (Fig. 8). These defi-
ciencies proved this PEDI shipment to be Emergency Mail not sent by
the official American Post. Israel's Postmaster General had already
sent a telegram to his Washington D.C. counterpart on June 3rd (see
back cover), confirming the arrival of the first airmail consignment,
guaranteeing its distribution and requesting confirmation that the
Israel Post could send airmail to the USA franked with Israeli stamps.
The telegram also informed the American official that Postal Services
in the new state were functioning normally as were the ports and
airports of Haifa and Tel Aviv., A list of mail exchange points was
also regquested. |

Some examples of mail carried in this initial PEDI shipment are
shown in Figs. 9 to 15. Fig. 9 is Letter No. 9 addressed to Jerusalem
with PEDI postmarks Types I & IT as well as the FIRST FLIGHT TO ISRAEL
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Fig. 9: PEDI letter No. 9 of the First Flight, cancelled with both

postmarks Types I and II on May 21, 1948.
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and the CSA TEL AVIV handstamps. Fig. 10 shows PEDI No. 84 (number
inserted by hand) in which the stamps in the lower right part of the

THE WHITE MoToR COMPANY
‘650 - 111th Avansa
ﬁ & NEW YORK 19, M. Y.

u.s. A,

[ FViveew Baor—g

/L/y// /“Iﬂ/fj
TEL-AViy /é¥%#%?$§ff%2#:§//

D 23 35?0.
E Yﬁﬁﬂ FLGHT 10 \SRAEL

LAY £ MV S .AI!LHAEHV'.AII' AIHP' M ST

Fig, 10: PEDI letter No. 84'(Inserted by hand); cancellations:

Upper row of US stamps - Types I .& II, Bottom row of stamps -
Type I only.

cover are cancelled with PEDI Postmark Type I, while the two stamps
on the left part of the upper row of stamps are cancelled with Types

I & II. Fig. 11 shows PEDI No. 104 to Tel Aviv. It was originally

ST AT A
Talwiv, Pnlestina

Fig. 1l: Emergency Air Mail from U.S.A. to Tel Aviv. ILetter No.

104, Returned to Sender on April 26, 1948 and sent later by

PEDI with its "First Flight to Israel”.
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posted through the regular official mails but was "RETURNED TO SENDER"
as "SERVICE SUSPENDED" (see the US Post handstamp). It was then
reposted with the first PEDI shipment using the Type II cancel. The
front cover shows a US ten cent Airletter sheet, PEDI No. 146 with
both Types I & II cancels. Fig. 12 is of letter No. 211, which is

the highest number recorded to date for a piece bearing both PEDI
Types I & II cancels. '

. Chhiseo
4;58, 7§ S¥
(h g > FIRST FLIGHT TO ISRAE’L

L P ATl
38 bty
! prale <Py
k0 ;JJrQ-A

Fig. 12: PEDI letter No. 211, the highest number recorded with
both cancellations Types I & II. '

Fig. 13 is most unusual - it is a U.S. Post Registered Letter,
but handstamped "SERVICE SUSPENDED - RETURN TO SENDER". This nota-
tion was later crossed out and in fact the letter was not returned.
Instead it was backstamped twice on April 22nd, at New York's
General Post Office and at its Registry Division. On May 17th it
was transferred out of the Registry Division to New York's Bowling

Green Station where it was backstamped on May 18th, then it reached
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Fig. 13: Registered letter handstamped RETURN TO SENDER, several

New York backstamps, and sent later by PEDI (Number 473);

arrival postmark: Tel Aviv, June 3rd 1948.

PEDI where it was numbered 473, received a Type II cancel and was
forwarded with the first shipment. In Tel Aviv, the Postal Authori=-
ties mistakenly believed that they were dealing with a piece of
Registered Mail and they handled it accordingly by duly backstamping
it on June 3rd, adding Israel's first slogan handstamp "SIGN UP FOR
THE NATIONAL LOAN" and writing by hand that it had not been received ~

in the customary manner.

Fig. 14 is a 10 cent Air Letter sheet, sent as PEDI No. 769 to
Kfar Ata. It is believed to have contained something that added to

its weight and thus required a 15 cent meter strip additional franking
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Fig. 14: Air letter ‘as PEDI No. 769, with a US Post: 15 cent meter

strip added.

to complete'the'spebified basic 25 cent poétage. "Fig. 15 is another
10 éént US Air Letter sheet with added 15'cené franking (tbis time in
stamps), that is numbered 958. This is the highest recorded number
from the first PEDI shipment. h |
| Fig. 16 is a cover to Kfar Saba and although canceled with a
PEDI Type IT cancel of May 21, it is believed not to have been in the
first flight. This can be deduced from the lack of the "CSA TEL AVIV"
handstamp. -

PEDI's operation continued and on June 10th it was announced in

the New York Times that PEDI had forwarded the 10,000th letter in its

~ latest (the sixth) shipment since service had begun. Miss Behrman
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Fig. 15: Air letter with 15 cents in stamps added. PEDI No. 958,

highest recorded number of first shipment.
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Fig. 16: PEDI letter No. 1127 of May 21, believed not to have

been included in the first shipment.
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was also quoted to the effect that the US Postal Authorities had con-
firmed receipt of the PEDI mail by Israel's Postmaster General. The

piece runs as follows:

THE NEW YORK TIMES, THURSDAY, JUNE 10, 1948
Special Mail To Israel
10,000th Letter Carried by Plane
in Private Service is Sent

The Palestine Emergency Deliveries, Inc., which established a
special mail service to Israel less than a week after the new Jewish
state was proclaimed, announced yesterday that the 10,000th letter
sent from this country to Tel Aviv by chartered plane was dispatched
yesterday.

The shipment containing 1,200 letters was the sixth since May 218
Miss Sarah Behrman, secretary of the organization which was created
by Zionist bodies, said that United States postal authorities have
confirmed receipt of the mail in bulk by the postmaster general of

Israel.

For collector's information the following table matches some

PEDI numbers with their dates of cancellation:

1288 - May 22 7145 - June 3 18350 - June 22

1903 - May 24 8671 - June 7 18903 - June 23

2873 - May 25 10495 - June 10 21136 - June 24

3855 - May 27 13611 - June 16 25586 - June 28

4527 - May 28 14977 - June 18 25776 - June 31 (?!)
6009 - June 1 17240 - June 21 Without Numbers - July

As could be expected, some errors and mistakes did occur. For
example: a) On covers dated June 18 and June 22 the date inserted

can be found upside down. b) On covers dated between June 28 and
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June 31, the first digit on the cover's number '2' is omitted (see
Fig. 17). c¢) Letter No. 16967 sent from the Bronx is without any
PEDI postmark - just a PEDI number. d) The cover in Fig. 17, dated
June 18, has two PEDI numbers, 15597 and 15644.
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Fig. 17: Some PEDI postmarks and handstamps with errors - inverted

dates, missing "2" in numerator and double numerators.
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The numbering system continued until the end of June. However,

PEDI continued to operate certainly to as late as July 28th (Fig. 18)
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Fig. 18: A July 28th cover - a very late PEDI letter, without number.

and possibly even later, but all of the mail processed in July is
without numbers. This omission of numbers as well as the reason for

PEDI's continued operation after normal postal relations between the

United States and Israel had been established, have yet to be explained.
It should also be noted that some of the July mail was censored upon
arrival in Israel. Fig. 19 shows a July 22nd cover from Beacon, New
York handled officially by the US Post Office and sent as airmail.
Thus it is without a PEDI postmark.

While official postal relations were established by the United

States on June 28th, Israel had commenced sending sea mail to the
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Fig. 19: Letter sent through US Post (Air Mail), cancelled
Beacon, N.Y., July 22, 1948,

United States on May 19th, and airmail on June 7th. These dates are
those of the Israel and American Post Office Announcements and not
necessarily the actual dates of shipment. The New York Times told

the news as follows:

THE NEW YORK TIMES, TUESDAY, JUNE 29, 1948
AIRMAIL GOING TO ISRAEL

—————— ——

WASHINGTON, June 28 (UP) - The Post Office Department today
announced the opening of regular airmail postal service to Israel.
The rate is 25 cents a half ounce. The regular rate for
letters is 5 cents for the first ounce and 3 cents for each addi-

tional ounce or fraction. The post card rate is 3 cents.
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Letters may weigh up to four pounds six ounces but must not
contain merchandise.
The regular 10-cent airmail letter sheet now available for

airmail service overseas also may be used for Israel.

THE NEW YORK TIMES, WEDNESDAY, JUNE 30, 1948

Mail Now for Israel

————— s ——

Postmaster Albert Goldman announced yesterday that ordinary
mail for the new state of Israel would be accepted by the post
office. Mail may weigh up to four pounds six ounces, it may not

contain merchandise. Air mail also is acceptable, he said.

As is frequently the case with Emergency Mails, some items become
rarities. A few of the most interesting of these are shown in Figs.

20 to 23. Fig. 20 is of a letter first posted in England to the New

@IF’H I l'F'

MAY 26 1945

WOLLLLLY /4 f‘ 4. §% ,r i, 1

DELIVERIES, INC.
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Fig. 20: Cover mailed from London to New York Jewish Agency and

remailed via PEDI as number 3008 on May 26.
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York Jewish Agency on May 5th, but redirected by them to the noted
diplomat Walter Eytan, c/o Jewish Agency, Tel Aviv with "Secretariat
of State"” handwritten in Hebrew on its upper left corner. The cover
was remailed via PEDI on May 26th as No. 3008. Fig. 21 has a return
address in Mexico, but its mixed franking of a 20 cent Cuban stamp

(SG 388) and a 5 cent American stamp (SG 925) was accepted and sent

by PEDI as No. 6005 on June lst, 1948.

CORREO AEREO VIA A:R MAiL
' M

ll " . ¥
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Fig. 21: PEDI cover No. 6005, dated June lst, with return address

of Mexico and "mixed franking" of Cuba (20 ¢) and USA (5¢).

Until June 28th, when postal relations were formally established
by the United States, anyone who did not utilize PEDI's services
found it virtually impossible to communicate postally with Israel
from the United States. There were no exceptions to this as can

be seen from the cover in Fig. 22, posted on June 17th from




" ongress of the Tnited States
Ihouse of Pepresentatives

QOFFICIAL BUSINESS—FREE

The American Consul
The American Consulate .
Jerusalem, Palestine

Fig. 22¢ Official Cover from Congressman Frank M. Karsten, can-

celled Washington D.C., June 17, 1948, but "RETURNED - SERVICE

SUSPENDED" .

Washington, D. C. by US Congressman Frank M. Karsteﬁ on his
official Congress stationery to the American Consul in Jeruéalem.
The cover was returned marked 'SERVICE SUSPENDED'. In contrast,

on that same June 17th PEDI was processing its 15,000th letter!
Fig. 23 is of a cover posted from Maine to Haifa én June 24th with
an Argentinian return address. However, it was handstamped "RETURN
TO SENDER" and so treated as evident by its Buenos Alres postmark
of July 3rd, 1948.

It is most important to note that the PEDI operation was
entirely legal by United States regulations although the US Post
Office apparently did not want to participate in it officially in
any manner. These obvious conclusions were revealed in an important
official letter from Mr. John J. Gillen, Acting Assistant Postmaster
General on August 27th, 1951 to the noted Belgian postal historian,
Mr. Edmond Tolkowsky. Mr. Gillen stated: "The organization known
as "Palestine Emergency Deliveries" was not employed by this Depart-

ment to carry United States mail. It undertook for a time to carry
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Fig. 23: Cover from Maine to Haifa handstamped RETURN TO SENDER /

SERVICE SUSPENDED / A.M.F. NEW YORK and returned to sender's

address in Buenos Aires.

articles to Israel at the sender's risk outside the mail. Such
articles were sometimes sent by mail to the organization's New York
address to be forwarded to Israel. It was necessary that letters
carried by the organization bear United States postage as is required
by law for all letters carried within or from the United States out-
side the mails."”

Also, it should be noted that the official US Bureau of Finance
and Administration's booklet "Restrictions in Transportation of
Letters" specifies that "Letters may be carried by an individual,
express company or any other person outside the mails to any point
with or without the United States, provided appropriate postage is
paid and certain conditions contained in Title 39, U.S.C. Section

901 are followed”. The required conditions were met in their entirety
by PEDI.*
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References
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lsee Fluri, The Minhelet Ha'Am Period, pp. 8 and 9 for the full text
of these momentous pronouncements.

2C. Shamir & M. Siegal, "Airmail Postal Services with Abroad in May
and Early June", HLPH #28, pp. 375-397.

*From recorded conversations (interviews) with Mr. Shamir, in 1984.

“see LINN'S STAMP NEWS, February 25, 1980, p. 30, and HLPH #27, p.305
for notes by Mrs. H. Jeidel.
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MORE ABOUT 1948 ARMY POSTAL SERVICES FROM BESIEGED UNITS AND SETTLEMENTS

255

Much has been written about
military and civilian postal service
from April through June 1948, the
period when Jerusalem, Nahariya, and
Safed were under siege. Less is
known about mail from other smaller
locations which were also under siege.

This communication will describe
five covers, sent from small settle-
ments under siege, which ultimately
were delivered. In each case the
sender was lidentified and interviewed.
This evidence is helpful in clarifying
the unusual journey these covers took.
The site of origin of each cover is
indicated on the illustrated map.

(1) Ben Shemen

The postal history of this small
children's agricultural village, situ-
ated near Lydda, was described in a
paper in THLP!. The settlement,
situated within a large Arab popula-
tion, was cut off from the outside
world after the U.N. Proclamation of
November 1947. The British continued
postal service until March of 1948.

According to Jungwirth and Brisker

Y. Tsachor & §. Rothman

ISRAEL

MEDITERRANE AN
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SYRIA
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the last mail from the village left on the 10th March, 1948.

Because of a worsening militaiy situation, all of the women and

young children were evacuated to a British base near Netanya in
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April month. During this period the only connection between the
village and the outside world was provided by British convoys.
These ended in the first week of May and the settlement was then
totally cut off.

Figure 25 depicts a cover bearing a Minhelet Ha'am stamp

f’i—uhi

Fig. 25: Flown courier cover from Ben Shemen to Tel Aviv.

(Fluri #31) tied by a Tel Aviv trilingual postmark dated 16 May,
1948. The cover is addressed to Dr. Sh. Levine at the Head
Office of the Jewish National Fund in Jerusalem, care of the
committee for the J.N.F. in Tel Aviv. The sender, identified on
the back flap, was a Mr. Dov Nir of Ben Shemen. Mr. Nir, today
a professor in the Hebrew University in Jerusalem related that

he was a trainer in the "Ha'chashmonaim" Battalion that defended
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Ben Shemen. He arrived there with the last British convoy at

the end of April.

This cover was sent by him to his uncle who was working at the
J.N.F. Head Office in Jerusalem. According to Mr. Nir all of the
mail during this period was carried by Haganah Piper Cub aircraft
landing.from time to time at a primitive air strip at Ben Shemen.
Often the circling airplanes could not land due to small arms fire
from Arabs in the nearby village of Haditah. fhe above courier
cover was actually flown from Ben Shemen to Tel Aviv, where it was
stamped and postmarked. Mr. Nir left Ben Shemen in July, 1948
after the siege had been lifted by Israeli forces.

The "normal" procedure for flown Haganah mail is shown by the

cover in Figure 26. It was sent by Dr. Pierre to the supply

""'e‘;,y'

(Insert f:oﬁ.baéki of

P et

Fig. 26: Flown cover from Ben Shemen to Tel Aviv.
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department of Kupat Holim in Tel Aviv. The pilot transferred the
cover to the Army Postal Service (APS), where it was marked with
the Tel Aviv Base 3 postmark on the 17th of June 1948, identifying

it for delivery as regular Army mail, exempt from postage.

This settlement, founded in October 1946, is situated to the

4
»
-

south east of Beer Sheva. In the spring of 1948 the Negev was cut
off from the northern part of the country and the settlements
could only be reached by air or by an occasional armored convoy.
There 1s considerable controversy as to the status of the
roads during this period. It is stated in "The History of the War
of Ind6pendence"2, that the Israel Defense Forces were able to
open the road to the desert between the 15th of May and the 10th
of June (the eve of the first armistice). This appears to con-
tradict eye-witness reports that in fact the road was closed from

April.

Nevatim and its neighbor Beit Eshel were isolated under siege
until after the liberation of Beer Sheva in October, 1948. Figure
27 is a courier cover from a soldier of the 8th battalion, Negev
Brigade, stationed in Nevatim. The cover is franked with 10 mil
"ship" Minhelet Ha'am stamp (Fluri #3la) affixed en route, can-
celled in Tel Aviv with a trilingual postmark on 16 May, 1948.

The cover also bears the "Subscribe to the National ILoan" cachet

in violet, which was used in the Tel Aviv sorting post office. The
return address reads: Mordechali Orlianski, Tel Aviv, P.0.B. 560,
Nevatim. It was the general practice of the Negev settlements to
maintain post office boxes in Tel Aviv, where all incoming mail
could be collected; Box 560 was the collection box for Nevatim.
Before the onset of hostilities these post boxes were usually in
Beer Sheva or Gaza but were moved to Tel Aviv when hostilities

broke out.
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Fig. 27: Courier cover (presumably flown) from Nevatim (Negev) to

Ramat Gan.

The sender, Mr. Orlianski, who lives today in Haifa, has pro-
vided us with many of the details of his service in Nevatim. He
arrived at the settlement in March 1948 and left again in August.
All mail was given to the unit commander. He recalls that in March
and April convoys reached Nevatim and Beit Eshel from Revivim and
Nir Am. From the end of April, the oniy communication was by Piper
aircraft, which landed at a small makeshift landing strip every 7

to 10 days. He cannot remember any couriers or convoys in the month
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of May. This cover must then have been flown by Piper to Tel Aviv
on one of the weekly flights.

Be'eri is a kibbutz in the western Negev near the Gaza strip,
which was founded in October, 1946. It too was besieged during the
spring of 1948 and was cut off exactly as was Nevatim.

Figure 28 illustrates a cover sent by Mr. Ya'acov Hassid from

(
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Fig. 28: Courier cover (presumably flown) from Be'eri (Negev) to

Tel Aviv.

"Kvuzat Be'erot Nahabir", the original name of Kibbutz Be'eri. Mr.
Hassid, then a member of the kibbutz, lives now near Haifa. He
stated that the cover was sent by him, unfranked, to his uncle in
Tel Aviv. This and all other mail written during April and May,

was transferred to military headquarters and then sent by air from
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a field in Nir Am. Better facilities were later established in
Ruchama. From this information it is clear that this is a courier
cover flown by the Haganah and mailed Iin Tel Aviv, with a Minhelet
Ha'am 10 mil stamp (Fluri #l0a) and tied by a Tel Aviv 23 May,
1948 postmark. One must presume that this was mailed late on the
22nd, because it was not taxed for postage due, as the Minhelet
Ha'am stamps were demonitized as of the 23rd.

(4) Qiryat Anavim (Judean Mountains)

Qiryat Anavim is a kibbutz, founded in 1920, which is situated
along the road to Jerusalem, some 10 km west of the city. It was
totally isolated from the rest of the country when the Arab Legion
closed the road to Jerusalem at Bab ElWad on the 20th April, 1948.

The cover in Figure 29 was sent by a soldier serving in the

Fig. 29: Courier cover carried overland by foot from Qiryat Anavim

and forwarded to Tel Aviv.
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dth battalion ("Haporzim") of the Palmach stationed at Qiryat Anavim.
The sender, now a lawyer in Jerusalem, sent the cover to his family
in Hadera. The cover bears a Military triangular cachet #217
belonging to éhe sender's unit as well as a Tel Aviv A.P.O. base

#3 mark, dated 20 June, 1948. This latter postmark indicates its
continued journey as regular army mail. The sender recalls

writing two letters in the middle of June and handing them to one
of his fellow soldiers who, along with two other soldiers, volun-
teered to go by foot from Qiryat Anavim to the units' headquarters
in Hulda. This volunteer was Rafael FEitan (Raful) who later

became the IDF's 12th Chief of Staff. Raful brought the letters

to Hulda from where they were transferred to the Army Post Office
in Tel Aviv for delivery in Hadera. The sender also mentioned

that on the way back, Eitan managed to lead a small convoy of Jeeps

carrying heavy mortars to Qiryat Anavim. The Jeeps left Hulda,

passed Dir Muchssein and Beit Susein (occupied by the Israelis),
then on to the Hartuv=Bab ElWad road. (For a more detailed account

of this story, see ref. 2 page 210).

The illustrated cover is therefore a courier cover, carried
overland by foot from the Judean Mountains to the coast and for-
warded thereafter through normal military channels.

This brief communication brings to light more information
about the tenuous postal links maintained between even the smallest
settlements and the remainder of the country. Authenticating
covers mailed from small locations and uncovering the fascinating
history behind them requires a great deal of effort and coopera-

tion between collectors and postal historians. We wish to thank

Mr. Itamar Karpovsky for his help in preparing this manuscript.

‘References:

(1) The Holy Land Philatelist #48/49 (October-November 1958) p.1044.

{2) "The History of the War of Independence" issued by Ma'arachot,
. Israel Defence Forces, pp. 229-230.
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SHORT NOTES AND DISCOVERIES
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SOME MORE DOCUMENTS OF THE FOREIGN POST OFFICES

In a recent issue (#27, pp. 268-283) we published official
Notices belonging to the Austrian and Turkish Post Offices. We have
here two further notices (submitted by H.G. Muentz) to add to this

"ocollection", shown in Figs. 30 and 31. The first, from the Austrian

Kundmachung. AVIS

Le public est avisé que, par ordre su-
périeur, & partir d’aujourd’hui jusqu’au

Infolge hoherer YWeisung werden \on!(%-, ”;
heute an bis zum 12. November 1. Js. siim- U8
mtliche an hier nicht ansiissige Personen

b

-adressirten Postsendungen nur dann ausge- 12 Novembre a: c:, toules personnes in-
B folgt werden, wenn dieselben diesem k. k. connues a ce burean el non résidant dans
| Postamte persénlich bekannt oder in der celte ville, devron( pour relirer leurs let-
{ Lage sind, cine Legitimation vorzuweisen, tres étre munies d'un cerfificat d'identité

welche {ur Ottomauishe Unlerthanen von qui, pour les sujets Ollomans. sera délivré

der Lokalpolizei auszustellen ist.
Die fremden Staatsangehorigen haben
{ sich durch Vorzeigung eines von der hie-

par la Police Locale, el pour les sujets
Etrangers par leurs Aulorités Consulaires.

| sigen Consularbeh"d_l'de. ihres Heilpﬂlslan- Bureau de la Poste L R. d’Autriche
;iee;mamuisi(::telllen Identiliits-Zeugnisses zu Jérusalem, Je 24 Octobre 1898
Vom k. k. Postamte Le directeur
Jerusalem. 24. Oclober 1898. A. Torossian m. p-
% Der Vorstand

A. Torossian m.

Fig. 30: A board notice of the Austrian Post in Jerusalem from

October, 1898.
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Tabelle fur die Brieftaxe.
Tableau pour la taxe des lettres.
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Drolt de recommandation ov dan avls db réception: ) '™ ug coupon-riponse Intermationat’y! T War.

Fig. 31: A table of postal tariffs of the German Post in Palestine
in 1907.

Post Office, dated 1898, informs customers that postal items will
only be handed over on the presentation of identification documents.
The second is from the German Post Office, dated 1907, giving the
postal rates for different weights of letters, parcels and printed

matter. Translations of the notices are given below:
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By order of a higher authority, mail addressed to non-residents of

this city will be handed over to strangers from now on and until

November 12 (1898) only upon presentation of identification papers

issued to Ottoman subjects by the local police and to foreign sub-

jects by their local Consular Authorities.

For the Imperial Austrian Post Office

A, Torossian m.p., Director.

Jerusalem, Oct, 24, 1898

Table of Letter Charges
from the 1st of October, 1907

Charge

Weigpt Piasters

Para

Up to 20 gr
From 20 to 40 gr

30

(Each additional 20 gr: 30 para, without weight limit).,

Charges for printed matter, commercial
samples & commercial papers:

Minimum Printed matter: 10 para

charge for: Commercial samples: 20 para

Commercial papers:

1 piaster

10 para for each 50 gr.
Weight limit: 2 kg,

" " ¢ 350 gr
2 " i 2 kg.

Charges for registration or Advice of Receipt: 1 piaster.

For an International Reply Coupon:

1 piaster 10 para.
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DETACHMENT FRANCAISE DE PALESTINE (D.F.P.) in WWI
(A. Zakai, Beer Sheva)

On 21 April 1917 the French Detachment landed in Egypt and on
the 25th May was transferred into Sinai, leaving in Port Said a Navy
and Rear Base.

Port Said became Sector 601 and Suez - Sector 600. The former
detached 2 Offices with Postmarks: 601 A (Fig. 32), first at Khan
Yunis, then in Jaffa, Gaza and Ramleh and 601 B in Lydda.

Fig. 32: A letter from the French Detachment of Palestine, with the

APO "Tresor et Postes 601A" and French censor mark.

Fryme

|
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Fio. 33 shows another postmark used by the French Units, with

the F.E.F. "TELES - MILITAR T.S.F. 4 OCT 17", a double ring postmark

on a Picture Postcard written in Khan Yunis on 3.10.17.

1
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Fig. 33: The rare French army postmark "Teleg-Militar T.S.F." used

in Khan Yunis on 4 October, 1917.

During research about W.VW.I in the Public Record Office in
London (The British Archives), I found the explahation for this
postmark. Iﬁ a Report senﬁ by the Commander of the DETACEMENT FRAN-
CAISE DF PALESTINE stationed at Khan Yunis, Colonel de Piepape, to
Gen. Allernbuy, Commander of the E.E.F., on 17 August 1917, about the
strength of the French Detachment, he mentions also the Communica-
tion Units: TELEGRAPHIQUE SECfION FRENCAISE - T.S.F. = (Comprising
40 men, 5 mules, 16 camels, € km cables) and SERVICE DE LA TRESCRERIE
ET DES POSTES - (Comprising 3 men, 4 camels, 1 car). '

As nearly all of the French Military Postmarks bear the inscrip-
tien "TBESCR ET POSTESY as PMKs 600, €01 A and B, we mav ask 1f this
postmark "T.S.F." was used bu these 40 soldiers serving in this TFLE-

-~
-

GRAFEIOUE SECTICN cnly or by other units also
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MAIL TO INTERNEES IN EGYPT FROM PALESTINE 1918 (N. J. Collins, U.K.)

In BAPIP #105 (Summer 1983) I first reported a registered cover
from Jaffa to Aliens Internment Camp, Sidi Bishr, Eqypt and requested
rerzrts of similar items. Three years have since elapsed and only

cne report has been received, that from Joseph Schwartz of California,

who reported on two covers in his collection.

ne of the covers was the 'brother' toc my registered cover being

t

it

© the same addressee and written in the same hand. Both being from
a

a relative, were post free according to the rules governing mail to

and Ifrom Internees at that time. Being registered, cnly the registra-
icn fee had to be paid by the sender. If these two registered covers
are the only surviving concessional postage covers to internees from
Palestine, then they must be considered great rarities - but surely
there should be other examples in other collections. He also reported
a commercial cover to Aliens Internment Camp, but of course this did
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Fig. 34: Registered concessional cover to Aliens Internment Camp,

posted APO SZ 45 (Jaffa) 16th June 1918, transit marks FPO GM]

18th June, BAPO Z (Alexandria) 19th June.

|




not come within the concessional rate and thus normal rostage was

paid.

'

I will illustrate the covers below and will welcome reports of

any other such covers (see Figs. 34, 35).
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by the Egyptian censor label.

35: Schwartz's cover, which had the registration receipt tied

It was lifted up to show the

address etc.

UNUSUAL USE OF THE SINGLE CIRCLE JERUSALEM MANDATE PCSTMARK

In Fig. 36 we show a registered letter posted from Jerusalem

on the 15th August, 1921.

The unusual aspect about this cover is

the use of the regular single circle handstamp to cancel the postage

stamps, instead of the regular oval "Registered Jerusalem" type in

use then.

It can only be assumed that this was an exceptional use, con-

trary to the regulations, and must have been restricted to very few

letters.

It is one of the curiosities of Mandate Postal History.
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Fig. 36: A circular SC postmark inadvertently used on a registered

letter, instead of the oval "Registered" postmark.

COMPLETING THE RECORD (Arthur M, Hochheiser. Lodi, NJ)

In 1284 my catalogue cf the Postal Stationery of the Palestine
Mandate was published. With all of the then existing knowledge
ccllated, it was natural that additional data would be reported from
various sources, including my own further studies. This would add
to and correct the existing information. An "Addendﬁm and Corrig-
endum"” has bsen'published.

The main section of the catalogue covered the registered
envelopes of the period and most of the new information reported
since puklicaticn, covers material frcor this section. In deptkh,

articles have been written into the literature. However, the new

o+

informatior. uncovered sugcests that there is ore further item that
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needs to be corrected to help to complete the record as regards
these registered envelopes. _
Certainly the rarest of the prestamped registered envelopes

is RE4 (Fig. 37). To the best of my knowledge, no unused copy has
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Fig. 37: The rare prestamped registered envelope REA4.

ever been reported. This envelope was prepared by adding a stamp

to PR12 (Fig. 38), the last of the small size stampless registered
envelopes. RE4 has classically been listed as having been issued

in the summer of 1929. This and any other sparse information that
was available was only conjectural.

Recently two items of information have been reported by Norman
Collins of Merseyside, England from the archives of the Crown Agents
of Great Britain. These may be found in his recent publication
entitled "Palestine Mandate Issues 1921-1948 —-- The Crown Agents
Requisition Books", publishe& by the Society of Israel Philatelists
(SIP).
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Fig. 38: The small size stampless registered envelope (PR12), from

which RE4 was prepared.

It was always assumed that the die used to apply the stamp on
PR12 envelopes to make an RE4 was the same die used for RE1-2-3; all
stamps looked alike. There is now verification of the fact that the
die used for RE2-3-4 was a second "electro" (a duplicated working
die) sent to Palestine from London, while REl was completed with the
original working die. There seem to be no differences in the stamps
produced by both working dies.

This second die, sent to Palestine on Oct. 26, 1928, was in-
tended for use in helping to complete envelopes RE2-3, which were
sent to Palestine without printing, presumably because Harrison &
Sons, the manufacturers of the envelopes, were too busy to complete
the envelopes in England. Post Office Circulars verify the fact
that REIl was placed on sale on Jan. 1, 1929 and RE2-3 were placed on
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sale on April 1, 1929. It was assumed that the working die (the
second "electro") used in Palestine was kept available so that unused
copies of PR12 could have had the stamp applied at a later date,
when it was deemed advisable to use up existing stocks of PR12 rather
than destroy them, since economy use of all materials was always in
the uﬁn&s of Mandate authorities.

However, the second piece of information uncovered by Norman
Collins was that this second "electro" was desfroyed on March 20,
1929. Thus copies of PR12, onto which the stamp was applied to
produce RE4, must have been completed by that date. There is still
some point of conjecture as to when these were released. The
earliest recorded usage was in fact in the summer of 1929 and this
no doubt influenced the recorded date of issue. However, theore-
tically, the release date should be the same as RE2 - on April 1,
1929. The next issue of small size prestamped registered envelopes
(RE5) was not released until the middle of 1931. Thus it is not
reasonable that the RE4 envelopes could have been held in reserve

for any special reason. The date of issue should be revised.

KRAG MACHINE POSTMARK VARIETIES 1928-1937 (N. J. Collins, England)

Recently I acquired a cover of 1937 with the slogan postmark
as Goldstein & Dickstein®’No. 46 for Jaffa. This example though has
the dater inverted in relation to the slogan (tete-beche) and is
dated 13th October 1937 (Fig. 39).

The late Michael Sacher reported to me a similar variety from
the Krag machine used in Jerusalem. This being postmark Sacher-
Glassman® Type F2 used as an arrival mark on a cover from USA. The
day date does not show, but this was used sometime in March 1928
(Fig. 40).

Arthur M. Hochheiser reported a similar varietys, this being

of the 'Purely Arab Fair' slogan postmark for Jerusalem, Sacher-
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Fig. 39: A dater-inverted "Buy Jaffa Oranges..." slogan cancella-

tion of Jaffa.
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Fig. 40: A dater-inverted "Palestine" Krag machine cancellation

of Jerusalem.
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Glassman Type Fll. The postmark, which is dated 29th March 1934,

is shown in Fig. 41.
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Fig. 41: A dater-inverted "Visit the purely Arab fair" slogan

cancellation of Jerusalem.

Some further varieties are shown by M. Siegel in "The Israel
Philatelist".“ a1l these examples make wonder if all the machine
daters exist in the tete-beche form. But there is also the feeling
that due to the intermittent usage of the Krag machines, these |
varieties will prove to be particularly elusive.

I would appreciate reports and copies of any similar varieties
and of course of other copies of those shown above. If all readers
co-operate it may be possible to compile a full listing and guide

to scarcity.
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FIRST AIR LETTER SERVICE PALESTINE - U.S.A.: 15 May 1947
(7.C. Has, Netherland)

Even having a large philatelic library available, it is some-
times very difficult to find the correct answer to a certain
question, as was the case when I acquired by accident a year ago

the cover addressed to Mr. Eric Rowton (Fig. 42). Good friends
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Fig. 42: A Dr. Werner Hoexter written "Rowton" air letter.
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specializing in aero-postal history could not furnish me with the
essential information to complete the story behind this issue, but
they brought me a step closer in solving this question. At long
last the story could be finalized.

Murray Heifetz wrote for CAFIP-bulletins (1980-82), '"The Aero
Postal History of Palestine and Israel 1919-1949". The Society of
the Postal History of Eretz-Israel reprinted it in their bulletins
#16 and #17/18 in 1983/84, from which I quote:

"Commencing early in 1946, services between Palestine and the
rest of the world were quickly reestablished. Aircraft technology
had improved and the landplane now tock over from the seaplane.
This was the beginning of the American ascendency in airlines with
Douglas, Lockheed, and Boeing taking over. The prime carriers at
this time were BOAC and TWA. In 1947, TWA extended its routes to
Bombay, India, with Lydda as an intermediate point, and the first
of the post-war "first flight covers" made its entrance. On May 15,
1947, the first airletter service between Palestine and the USA was
introduced.

Air France, had along with BOAC, TWA, CSA and KLM, serviced
Palestine during 1947, with several intermediate stops, and on
November 6, 1947, they introduced a non-stop service. From the
U.N. resolution to partition Palestine in November, 1947 until the
second half of April 1948 civil air service was constant. Hostili-
ties between Arabs and Jews prevented the continuation of flight
schedules and airlines withdrew services.”

Fred Blau, in a personal letter to me, gave the following addi-
tional information which I have shaped in the following form: "I
lived at that time in Haifa, where on Herzl Street Dr. Werner Hoexter
and Alfred Goldschmidt had stores in the same shopping mall. On
May 15, 1947 airletters were accepted %or the United States for the
first time. It was not announced.in time, however, by the Postal

Services. Somehow the late Dr. Hoexter learned about it, made the
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cachet and prepared 100 letters. To get them ready for dispatch in
time Dr. Hoexter wrote about 75 or 80 to Eric Rowton, his brother-
in-law in New York and the remaining 25 or 20 were done by Alfred

Goldschmidt and addressed to R. Rubin in Berkeley, California (Fig.
437,
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Fig. 43: An Alfred Goldschmidt written "Rubin" air letter.

Not only the story behind this issue interested me, but I also
wanted to know what the valuation of this item could be. I
searched in catalogues till I found it at long last in Gershon's
Catalogue, 1978, where this flight cover was priced at $200.-.
Gershon depicted a "Rowton-cover". No mention is made of the exist-
ence of the smaller group of "Rubin-covers". I remember a Bale-
auction catalgue announcing such a cover, without specifying from
which group, at a much lower start price, and meeting no demand.

Maybe these deliberations will lead to a realistic valuation.
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PHE BSTATE OF ISRAERT

MANDATE POSTAGE USED IN ISRAEL (A.M. Hochheiser, Lodi, N.J. and

A. Kahn, Brooklyn, N.Y.)

The Palestine Mandate under British control terminated with

the birth of the State of Israel on May 14, 1948. The new country

imﬁediatelg invalidated the use of Mandate stamps and stationery.

LA & 1“"1'.‘!"..!'“ ,”

During the first few weeks of the new State of Israel, mailings

with Mandate postage did slip through. However, a conscious effort
was made by the postal service to tax all mail so posted. ILater
mailings with Maﬁdate bostage that went untaxed are most unusual.
Shown here are two cards posted in Israel with personal messages

to addresses in Israel. Both cards are unusual for different reasons.

Fig. 44 was mailed to Tel Aviv and cancelled at the HAKIRYA
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OFFICE in Tel Aviv on August 10, 1948, almost three months after
the termination of the Mandate. It is unusual that this item of
Mandate stationery which clearly reads PALESTINE went unnoticed
both by the mailing office and the clerk responsible for the deli-
vered mail.

Fig. 45 shows a post card mailed with a 7 mil Mandate stamp
for postage. It was mailed to Ramat Gan and was cancelled by the
NEGEV MOBILE POST OFFICE on November 12, 1950. This card is doubly
interesting philatelically. The late use of the Mandate stamp
going unnoticed is unusual and this is especially true since a

mobile post office would have been even more attentive.
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Fig, 45: An untaxed Mandate postcard carried by the Negev Mobile

Post Office as late as November, 1950!

Can anyone report later untaxed usage of Mandate postage either

as stamps or stationery during the Israeli period?
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UNITED NATIONS POSTAL SERVICES IN LEBANON

The actual post offices and postal markings of fhe various
United Nations forces in this part of the Eastern Mediterranean
have been covered in several articles by our indefatigable cor-
respondent, Zvi Berest, in various issues of our Bulletin. However,
we have not so far had the opportunity of reading of the day to day
activities in one of these force's post offices. We are rectifying
this by reprinting below an article which originally appeafed in
the "Litani" magazine of the UNIFIL (Sept. 1986), dealing with the
UNIFIL Mail Room:

NAQOURA: "I forced myself out of bed with sleep still hanging
heavily on my eyes. I took a look at the clock that hangs in the
hotel room. The time was 0400 hrs. I had to take a quick shower
and rush with the mail to the airport to go through security
formalities. When I reached Ben Gurion Airport, the offices were
not yet open, so I waited in the UNIFIL Passat car laden with mail
bags."

These were the experiences narrated by one pouch officer of
the UNIFIL Mail Room who was on dispatch duties to Ben Gurion Air-
port in Tel Aviv one Sunday morning.

Weekly Mail

Every Friday, a pouch officer leaves Naqoura for Nahariya at
1430hrs with mail to New York. He leaves them in the custody of
the Military Police Detachment in Nahariya until the following day
when he continues the journey to Tel Aviv.

On arrival in Tel Aviv, the pouch officer goes to pass the
night in a hotel, and then on Sunday, as early as 0400hrs, he takes
the mail to Ben Gurion Airport.

"Sometimes the mail is so bulky that you have to ask someone
to help you to off-load it from the vehicle", says one of the Mail

Room workers.
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After the pouches have been examined and cleared by the security
agents, airway bills are then attached to them. The pouch officer
waits till the plane arrives at about 1030hrs and ensures that the
mail is taken aboard the aircraft. At the same time, he collects
the incoming New York mail.

On certain occasions, especially during the winter season, the
aircraft is either delayed or does not come at all owing to unsuitable
weather conditions. Some of the Mail Room staff say that "when you
come back to Naqoura on Monday, you are bombarded from all angles

with the question, 'did the pouches arrive?'"

It is Monday morning. Another week starts, and the Mail Room
is busy with the workers sorting out letters. Those for the battalions
in the operational area are sent to the Signal Dispatch Service. 1In
the Mail Room itself, there are two sets of pigeon holes, one for
military units and the other for civilian departments. The mail
officers sort out all the mail and put each in its corresponding
pigeon hole.

While all these activities are going on in the Mail Room, one
dispatch officer is on his way to Nahariya with other mail including
that for UNDOF and UNTSO, to be dispatched through the local post
office. He also collects mail from the UN post box there. Mail to
UNIFIL House in Beirut is taken care of by ItalAir. Apart from its
dispatch services, the Mail Room also sells UN stamps to UNIFIL per-

sonnel.

Three units

The Mail Room, the Central Registry and the Reproduction Unit
are under the General Services. These three units are manned by
the same staff supervised by Mr. Don Leus. The Central Registry
keeps records of all official correspondence such as circulars,
administrative instructicns and a host of others while the Reproduc-
tion Unit prints copies of such correspondence which are then for-

warded to the Mail Room to be dispatched to their addresses.
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Mr. Leus says "each of us is flexible in his work. Today,
you will see me at the Central Registry, tomorrow I might be sorting
out letters in the Mail Room or turning the machines to produce
hundreds of copies of circulars to be taken for dispatch."

A UNIFIL personnel who went to the Mail Room one morning to buy
stamps remarked after having watched the workers sorting out the
day's mail: "The Mail Room, iﬁdeed, is an organ that keeps commu-
nication in UNIFIL as well as between UNIFIL and its public flowing.
The work there requires dedication, patience and care, and the chaps

working there are never lacking these qualities."”

From its inception in March, 1978 some fourteen different
countries have participated in sending contingents to the UNIFIL.
At the present time (1987) eight countries have military personnel
serving in it. Zvi Berest has supplied the following summary of
the various different countries who have sent troops to serve in

UNIFIL:

Country From Until
Canada 19 Mar 1978 30 Sep 1978
Fiji 12 Jun 1978 Present
Finland 1l Dec 1982 Present
France 23 Mar 1978 15 Dec 1986
Ghana 7 Sep 1979 Present
Iran 22 Mar 1978 16 Jan 1979
Italy g Jul 1979 Present
Nepal 11l Apr 1978 Present
Netherlands 10 Mar 1979 19 Oct 1985
Nigeria 12 Jun 1978 26 Jan 1983
Norway 2 Apr 1978 Present
Senegal 28 Apr 1978 7 Dec 1984
Sweden 25 Mar 1978 Present
Ireland Present

Generally each country's troops spend a six month's tour of

duty with UNIFIL. The service in Lebanon is completely voluntary.
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THE MULTINATIONAL FORCE IN BEIRUT, 1982-1984

(Zvi Berest, Ramat Hasharon)

In a previous article 1 published the first information on
this Force as being available at that time. Subsequently, some
additional publications and covers arrived, to fill out our know=-
Tedge®’¥Y,

This Force was formed from units from the four major Western
powers - United Kingdom,‘United States, France and Italy, but not
as part and under the control of, the United Nations - by the
request of the Lebanese Government on the 20 August 1982. The
Force was deployed in the Beirut Area to secure the safe departure
of Palestinian armed personnel (the "Terrorists"”) from the Beirut
area, and to restore the sovereignty and authority of the Govern-
ment of Lebanon over this area.

The ceasefire had gone into effect on the 12th August. The
first contingent of the M.F.O. arrived in Beirut on the 2lst and
the remainder on the 25th and 26th. The British contingent was the
smallest (ca 90 men) based on the RAF Base in Cyprus, Akrotiri.
The first unit which arrived in Lebanon was from the lst Queens
Dragoon Guard. The official name was BRITFORLEB (BRITish FORces
in LEBanon). They used for their mail the cancellations BFPO 699,
FrPo 172, and FPO 1055 (see Figs. 46/7). The lgst dates I have
seen are from April 1984.

The US ground forces were the Marines, ca 1400 men, deployed
in the Beirut Area, who were withdrawn iIn early 1984. The post-
marks used were USMC 2nd FSSG (REIN) Unit 3 and USSC 2nd FSSG
(REIN) Unit 6 (see Figs. 48/9). The last Marine unit was the 22nd
Marine Amphibious Unit.

A large Naval Force was concentrated in the Lebanon waters
and included the USS Kennedy (Aircraft Carrier), USS New Jersey
(Battleship), USS Independence (Aircraft Carrier), and many others
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Fig. 48: US Marines = USMC 2nd FSSG (Rein) Unit 3.
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Fig. 49: US Marines - USMC 2nd FSSG (Rein) Unit 6.
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(Fig. 50). Many ships from the US Sixth Fleet provided support.
The earliest date known is the 17 August, the latest is April 1984.
(I have a complete list of all ships and dates).
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Fig. 50: US Navy - USS Ticonderoga, May 1984 in Lebanon waters.

The French Formation (FIB - Force Interposition Bey:outh)
of ca 800 men, was in Beirut from 1982 till 1984, using the POSTE
AUX ARMEES cancellation (Fig. 51). The German Red Cross sent to
Beirut in 1982 a Hospital Ship, with the postmark: "Libanon-Hilfe
Deutsche Schiffspost” (Fig. 52).

The evacuation from the area of the Palestinian armed elements
together with the Syrian battalion was completed on September lst,
1982 without incidents. In all, some 10,000 PLO and about 3,500

Syrian troops embarked.
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Fig. 51: The French Contingent = Post aux Armees, 1982.
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Fig. 52: Deutsche Schiffspost/Libanon - Hilfe/Deutsches Rotes
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#25/26 (1986) p. 222.

(2) J.A. Daynes, The Multinational Force in Lebanon, Newsletter

No. 181, Autumn 1984.

(3) G. L. Theodore, U.S. Marines in Lebanon, The Israel Philatelist
XXXIV, #9/10 (Oct. 1983), p. 4129. |

(4) The Blue Helmets - United Nations Department of Public Informa-

tion, New York, 1985.

JERUSALEM POSTAL CLERKS ON THE WATCH AGAIN!

As is well known, the Non-denominated stamp may only be used
for an "ordinary local letter” as the legend on the stamp reads.

It is common knowledge as well, that this regulation has almost
never been adhered to, except perhaps for a brief period after its
introduction (on 12.9.82); this has been demonstrated frequently
in the current philatelic literature.

We were therefore quite surprised recently to have returned
both a letter and a postcard addfessed abroad, struck with the hand-
stamp "returned for franking with additional ... Ag." The airmail
letter of February 1987 (Fig. 53) was franked with two Non-Denomi-
nated stamps (then valued at 20 Ag each) to complete the 50 Ag
alrmail rate to the USA. As these were rightly considered unsuitable
for airmail, additional stamps of 40 Ag were demanded (without tax!)
“in airmail stamps" as was added in Hebrew handwriting under the
boxed handstamp.

Likewise, the postcard with the non-denominated imprinted
stamp, inscribed "for local use only", posted to England in November
1986, was returned for "additional postage stamps of 10 Ag”. This
postcard (Fig. 54) was franked with two Herzl stamps of 10 Ag value
and thus lacked only 10 Ag to complete the then postcard rate to

Europe, if the non-denominated stamp was ignored.
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Was there a repeated instruction from the Authorities to be
vigilant concerning the relevant regulation, or was it simply that

a postal clerk in the Jerusalem sorting center decided to be "on

the watch" again?

CAPITAL STAMPS ections |

** HIGH QUALITY MATERIAL, FULLY GUARANTEED

** WORLDWIDE , HOLYLAND AND JUDAICA
** CLEAR AND ACCURATE DESCRIPTIONS
** PROMPT AND HIGH QUALITY SERVICE
THAT'S WHY WE ARE A LEADING AUCTION HOUSE IN ISRAEL
Members in major stamp associations in the world

TRY US YOU WILL NEVER REGRET IT
Free catalogue to serious bidders upon request.

23 .Ben Yehuda St., Jerusalem Pb.B. 3769, Tel. 02-245623 code 91036
Telex: 26144, BXJM.IL Ex 7210
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NEW CANCELLATIONS AND POST OFFICES

(Compiled by B. Fixler and I. Nachtigal)

01.04.87: "Establishment of the Postal Authority", Yerushalayim.

07.04.87: "world Health Day", Yerushalayim.

07.04.87: "The 15th Conference of Eiectrical and Electronic

Engineers in Israel - IEEE", Tel Aviv-=Yafo.

12.04.87 "Floris 87 = the 24th International Flower Show", Haifa.

16.04.87: "20th Anniversary of the Reunification of Jerusalem”,

Yerushalayim.
16.04.87: "National Stamp
17.04.87: "National Stamp
18.04.87: "National Stamp
19.04.87: "National Stamp

Haifa.

20.04.87: "National Stamp
21.04.87: "National Stamp
22.04.87: "National Stamp
23.04.87: "National Stamp

Exhibition:

Exhibition:

Exhibition:

Exhibition:

Exhibition:
Exhibition:
Exhibition:

Exhibition:

Opening Day", Haifa.
Judaica Day", Haifa.
Stamp Day", Haifa.

Jewish National Fund Day",

Spring Day", Haifa.
Haifa Day", Haifa.
Youth Day", Haifa.

Day of the Sea", Haifa.

 26.04.87: "44th Anniversary of the Ghetto Uprising, Holocaust and

Heroes Memorial Meeting"”, Lohame Hagetaot.

04.05.87: "Israel Aviation Day, 1987", Ben Gurion Airport.

06.05.87: "Biblical Stamp Exhibition,

tion", Tel Aviv-=Yafo.

Judaica Historical Assocla-

21.05.87: "Rotary International Stamp Exhibition and 27th District

249 Conference", Tel Aviv-Yafo.

24,05.87: "Opening of the Misgav Ladach Hospital", Yerushalayim.

27.05.87: "F.I.A. Conference", Tel Aviv-Yafo.
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29.05.87: "27th Convention of the Israel Lions Club District 356",
Tel Aviv-Yafo.

12.06.87: "21st Anniversary - WPC, World Philateiic Congress of
-Israel, Holyland and Judaica Societies, CAPEX '87", Yerushalayim.

14.06.87: "Radio Amateurs, 4X AR4Z", Yerushalayim. - -

14.06.87: "To Walk in a Clean Land", Yerushalayim.

14.06.87: "The World Dog Show 1987", Tel Aviv-Yafo.

14.06.87: "The Second Regional Stamp Exhibition", Nazeret Illit.

19.06.87: "Israel's Philatelists Greet CAPEX '87", Tel Aviv-Yafo.

28.06.87: "Memorial to the Jewish Children who perished in the

Holocaust, Yad Vashem", Yerushalayim.

—— o -

On 18th December, 1986 the "YERUSHALAYIM 79" cancellation con-
tained the full numbers of the year ('1986') instead of the usual
short version ('86f)a It-was in use for one day only - the Day df'f_

Issue of the Meteorological Service stamp (see Fig. 55).

T'DYN 170010
18.12.1986

Fig. 55: A full year (1986) date slug in "Yerushalayim 79" pm (right),
compared to the usual partial year date slugs.

01.04.87: "OFRA", for the Postal Agency, grade C, opened in Ofra.
01.06.87: "Ben Gurion 4", "Ben Gurion 5". Two additional cancella-

tions were placed in use at Ben Gurion Airport.

*In Bulletin 29-30, p., 510, an error appeared in the name of a
settlement in which a Postal Agency opened on lst February 1987.
This should have been spelt YANUAH and not YANVAH.
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THE "ULTIMATE POSTAL HISTORY" OR HOW COMPUTERS WILL THREATEN PHILATELY

Fig. 56 shows an electronic mail letter from the US to Israel,
sent in September 1986. The transfer of messages or 'letters' like
this one has become very common today in many Western countries,

particularly between University personnel, of which the above is an

example.

AADY : = MAIL MAILER @ EROWNVM ( 9/29/86)
AGOT: 1 MAIL BELUDMAN @ FENNDRLS (10/01/88)
MATIL Format: ASCIIB8 Size: 3 FRU

Date: 9/29/86
From: MAILER at BROWNVM
To: SCILA at HEUNOS

Enter rAILIST option or 7 for help:
Received: from TAUNOS by HBUNOS (HUmail 2.4):
Mon, 2% Sep 86 Z0:06:42 +0200
Received: by TAUNOS (HUmail 2.3); Mon, 29 Sep 86 20:04:20 +0200
Received: by BROWNVM (Mailer X1.23) id 6536: Mon, 29 Sep 86 14:04:71 EDT

Date: Mon, 29 Sep B4 13:58:42 EDT
From: AMAZ000OE@EROWNVM

To: SCILAGHRBUNOS

Subiect: Yerry to Zvi.

Shalom Zvi., Thanks for vour prompt reply.

I will orobably not write to yvou before Rosh—Hashana so my best
reaqaras and wishes for the coming new year , LESHANA TOVA TIKATEVU

VETEHATEMU. Flease convey my regards also to Edi.’
Lehishtamea Yerry. ¥

Fig. 56: An example of a Computer-Mail letter from the USA to

Israel.

Electronic or Computer Mail, is an alternative té the use of the
regular postal services, through communication between computers,
using the telephone line. Since all that is needed is the computer
(or terminal), the device to connect the computer to the telephone
called a modem, and the software programme, apart from access to the

service, it is easy to realise why this has become so successful.
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The message above was sent through a service called BitNet which
connects many Universities throughout the world, and to which many
corporations also have access, both at minimal cost. There are
other, commercial, services of a similar nature also available, at
a nominal fee. In this way you can be in contact with your des-
tination wherever it is, within hours, or at the very most a day
or two!

It is a very real possibility that in the near future, with
the spread of home computers and the deterioration in the postal
services, electronic mail will become a serious matter, once the
on-line charges have sorted themselves out for the commercial
services.

But consider ... future letters will lock like that above...
no postmarks, no cachets, no stamps. Efficient, yes. Collectible?
No; not an attractive prospect for us postal historians and

philatelists!

HOLY LAND AWARDS IN "HAIFA 87" AND IN "CAPEX 87"

The National Stamp Exhibition "Haifa 87" was held in Haifa from
15 to 23 April, 1987 and the International Stamp Exhibition "CAPEX
87" was held in Toronto, Canada, from 13 to 21 June, 1987. The
awards for exhibits concerning Holy Land and Judaica were as follows:
HAIFA 87 |
Gold: Y. Rimon (Plus National Grand Prix): "Israel 1948, local and

Private Postal Services"; E. Danek: "Post in the Concentration
Camps and Ghettos 1939-1945".

Large Vermeil: E. Glassman (plus special Award): "Postal History of

Jerusalem under the British Mandate"; A. Zakai (plus special
Award): "Postal History of Sinai and the Negev".
Vermeil: D. and A. Kovacs: "Holy Land 1814-1863"; J. Friedman:

"Interim Period, 1948" Z. Shimony: "Jerusalem Post in the War

of Liberation”.
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Large Silver: M. Sondak: "Jerusalem in the War of Liberation";

K. Bar-Ilan: Do'ar Ivri - Study Collection of Tabs, Paper and
Perforation"; H. Shiftan: "Correspondence between Germany and the
Holy Land and German Actifities in the Holy Land"; H. Wermelskir-
chen: "Mobile Post in Israel”.

Silver: S. Berger: "International Reply Coupons"; Z. Bérest: "Post
of the UN Forces in Sinai”; S. Berger: "Judaica"; S. Blushtein:
"P.O.W. Post in Germany during WWII".

Silver Bronze: P. Cohen: "German Post in the Ottoman Empire"; K.

Bar-Ilan: "Stand-by and Shegel stamps - a Study”"; M. Sondak:
Mobile Post in Israel"; A. Tzitron: "Plate numbers of Israeli
Stamps, 1948-81" and "Errors in Israeli Stamps"; I. Giner:
"Israelia"; E. Istner: "Mobile Post in Israel”.

Bronze: Y. Falevitz: "Minhelet Ha'am".

Literature: WPC 20th Anniversary Publication (Vermeil); Glass-
man & Shimony, HLPH (Large Silver): O. Stadtler, TIP (Silver);
L. Stein, CASPIP Bulletin (Silver); A. Lynn IPM (Silver); M.

Sondak, "Postal Services in Jerusalem during the Siege of 1948"

(Silver Bronze); Z. Zorea, "Carmel Stamps Catalogue" (Bronze).

- CAPEX 87

Large Gold: F.F. Blau (FIP Honour Class): "Airmail History of

the Holy Land”. _
Gold: F.F, Blau: "Allied Military Airmail WWII"; E. Leibu: '"Israel

Preindependence (Palestine) 1917-1927".

Large Vermeil: J. Byers (Special Award): "Forerunner Posts of

the Holy Land 1418-1917"; I. Karpovsky (Special Award): '"Israel
Transition Period, 1948"; Y. Shabtai (Special Award) : "Israel
Transition Period, 1948"; C. Fischel: "Ottoman Empire Cancel-
lations"; L. Kestenbaum: "First Issues of Israeli Stamps";

V.D, Vandervelde: "The Disinfection and Quarantine of ILevant

Mail".
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Vermeil: B. & S. Banchik: "Israel”; J. Byers: "Palestine Airmail

Posts"; F. Richman: "Interim Period"; J. Schwartz: "Palestine

1917-1918"; A. Zakai: "Postal History of Sinai and the Negev".
Large Silver: S. Shabtai (Youth: Special Award): "History of

Zionism"; Evyatar: "Turkish Post in the Holy Land".
Silver: S. Adler: "The War in the Holy Land 1948-1957"; T. Argov
(Youth) : "Jerusalem"; K. Torby: "Israel - Do'ar Ivri".

Silver Bronze: M. Levine: "The Development of the First Festival

Issue - Israel 1948"; G. Salomon: "4000 Years of Jewish History".
Literature: WPC 20th Anniversary Publication (Silver), The Israel

Philatelist (Silver Bronze), Judaica Philatelic Journal (Bronze) ,

WPC Quarterly Newsletter (Bronze), A. Lynn: "Israel Philatelic

Monthly" (Bronze).
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BOOK REVIEWS

20th ANNIVERSARY PUBLICATION of the WORLD PHILATELIC CONGRESS OF

ISRAEL, HOLYLAND AND JUDAICA SOCIETIES, edited by M. Siegel,

E. Leibu, Y. Shabtai (Price $25 postpaid, from Charles Tuteur,
1438 wW. Pratt Blvd., Chicago, Illinois 60626).

This critical review may be unique in two respects. The first
because it is written by the editor of the work itself and the
second because it will not feature this #riter's impressions but
instead a summary of the expressed opinions of many readers of the
work. To begin with, it must be understood that this writer was
only the author of two (seventeen is the total in the book) articles
based upon the researches of his close associates Messrs. Shamir
and Karpovsky. However, he, as well as Moss Fairmont, the profes-
sional proofreader used, indulged in a substantial amount of
editing, rewriting and grammatical correction. One cannot imagine
the difficulties involved in arranging such a work whose contributors
live anywhere and everywhere between Haifa and Los Angeles. A
" typical problem - when editing should the original contributor be
contacted if the required changes are substantial? Another problem -
how should Minhelet Ha'Am be spelled? Many versions were submitted,
including ... H'am, Haam, HaAm, Ha-am, etc. Of course the objective
was not to dictate which is the best but to ascertain that it would
be spelled consistently throughout the book ... and it must have
appeared several hundred times in the publication.

However, seventeen fine articles were finally selected and -
after the usual editing, layout and reproduction problems, these
were assembled in logical order and printed. These pieces vary
in size from Dr. Leibu's important one page contribution of the
Control Blocks of the Palestine "Blues" to such great contributions
such as Alexander's Turkish Fieldpost and Sinai Post Offices,
Muentz' "Creation of the Doar Ivri Issue” and Shamir's "1948 - The

Resumption of Air Mail Service".
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Many specialties of Hblyland, Israel and Judaica Philately
are represented including such themes as KKL, Ghetto Post, Mail of
Arab Palestine 1948-49, Minhelet Ha'Am, Designs of Certain Israel
Stamps, and others. The journal is profusely illustrated with many
of these in striking color.

In general the responses have been most favorable indeed.
Readers especially welcomed the choice of material, excellence of
the illustrations and the esthetically pleasing quality of the work.
On the other hand, the relatively few criticisms received emphasized
the fragility of the cover, expensive purchase price and an abundance
of white, and thus unused, space done in the Interests of artistic
layout. The noted American philatelic journalist, Henry B. Stern
paid high praise by noting "Like most 'limited editions' of phila-
telic publications, this one which is currently priced at $25, will
seem inexpensive a decade from now". Mr. Herman Herst Jr. the dean
of American Philately, expressed similar sentiments in his column

of "Stamp Collecting"” and other magazines.

The WPC is a most vital and necessary umbrella organization.
Similar important projects are currently being planned and organized
by WPC's officers. However, the support of all Holyland collectors

is required if this important work is to be continued.

(Marvin Siegel)

POLICE AND PRISON MAIL IN ISRAEL 1948 to 1986 by Norman Gladstone

(Available through BAPIP, priced at £6).

A lovely well illustrated 65 page monograph by the noted English
expert Norman Gladstone whose previous efforts were mainly directed
to Holyland censorship studies. Heretofore nothing has ever been
published about this subject which, the informative and articulate
Mr. Gladstone proves to the reader, is very Interesting with the

material itself being elusive if not scarce. Thus, the subject proved
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to be an eye~opener to this reader and certain Israel covers and
their handstamps will now certainly be studied much more carefully
after noting Gladstone's excellent comments. These prove that even
pieces that appear to be of the standard or dull variety certainly
are not necessarily so! This study includes mail to and from the
Police Departments, Prison Compounds, Prison Staff, Frontier or
Border Police, Traffic Police, Civil Defence, and Army Mail connected
with either the Military or Civil Police. Included is a revealing
diagram showing the organization of Israel's Police Services as well
as a listing of the Frontier Posts and Police Stations in 1961 and
the current list of Police Stations and Offices including the "Mikud"
number of each.

The field of strictly Israel (post-1948) Postal History has long
been relatively neglected in favor of the more glamorous specialties
of earlier times (Forerunners, Mandate and Interim) but if works of
this caliber continue to appear, an increasing number of collectors
are certain to become involved with philatelic studies of this con-
temporary period.

Gladstone is a tireless researcher and we hope and know that he
will continue his diligent efforts to inform us, in his precise and
literate manner, of many aspects of our Postal History that would

otherwise be neglected or entirely ignored.

(Marvin Siegel)

BALE CATALOGUE OF ISRAEL POSTAGE STAMPS, 1987. Published by Negev

Holyland Stamps Ltd., compiled by Michael H. Bale, P. O. Box 1,
Ilfracombe, England, BX34 9BR. Softcover, 270 pages. Available
in Israel from H.S. Phila Ltd., P.0.B. 4933, Tel Aviv 61040.

The new 1987 1l4th edition of The Bale Catalogue replaces the
1985 edition, this catalogue usually being issued every other year.

The new edition has been completely rewritten. The general format

R RN RS —_——,
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has been retained but there is a new layout, averaging three issues
per page. Although more crowded, the catalogue is clear, legible
and easy to use. It can also be used as a éhecklist, as each set
has a box alongside it. All issues after 1952 are now priced per
set. The sections which have been improved include:

(a) The 1948 Interim Period - the descriptive matter has been re-
written. It is hoped that in one of the next editions prices for
stamps on commercial covers will be indicated since those issues
are mostly collected 'on cover'.

(b) The 1948 lst coins "Do'ar Ivri" - here the list of Control
Blocks (Plate Blocks) has been updated to include all the new find-
ings including new groups and the latest known 'high' and 'low'
numbers. The tables reflect the rarity and demand of many of the
groups.

(c¢) First Day Covers = here Mr. Bale differentiated between Official
and Unofficial FDCs in the early issues such as #10-14, and #17.
The 1950 First Airmails with full tabs on FDC is, in our opinion,
undercatalogued at $1250.

(d) Revenues - widened and includes the Jerusalem Siege Revenues

(OTSAR HA'AM) both perforated and imperforated.

Concerning the "Errors and Varieties" section, we join other
reviewers of the past in the opinion that many of the modern items
are questionable, and should not be listed.

Prices throughout are in U.S. § and reflect the publisher's
actual retail selling prices (they do not include V.A.T.). It must
be emphasized that since the compilation of the Catalogue in Autumn
1986, the U.S. § has been weakened versus most European currencies.

To summarize - the Bale Catalogue contains a wealth of details
and can be considered the best available reference for the Israel
collector.

(Yacov Tsachor)
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THE POSTMARKS OF ISRAEL (REGULAR CANCELLATIONS) by I. Nachtigal and

B. Fixler.

We were informed by Mr, Ozer Rottenberg that "Capital Stamps"
of Jerusalem will publish the long awaited catalogque "The Postmarks
of Israel (Regular Cancellations)" by Nachtigal and Fixler. The
catalogue is the result of over twelve years of research and exten-
sive work. It will include a detailed listing of all "regqular”
(definitive) postmarks, various types, ships, hospitals and mobile
post cancellations. It covers almost forty years of postal acti-
vities in Israel, from 1948 to mid 1987.

The catalogue was written in Hebrew and in English side by
side (postmark listings and remark sections) and in separate parts
for all other sections. A complete valuation system for all can-
cellations was incorporated in the catalogque by Ozer Rottenberg.

As per our request, the publisher has agreed to make the
catalogue available to our members at a special pre-publishing price.
Hdembers of "The Society of the Postal History of Eretz=Israel”
should order the catalogue directly from the publisher.

In Israel the pre-publication price of the catalogque is
NIS 18.-, including local postage and V.A.T. Members from abroad
should mail a check for US$ 16.- (drawn on an American Bank) which
includes Air Mail postage. The above pre-publishing price is valid

for orders received and paid for until November 1, 1987. When

published in January 1988, the price of the catalogue will be about
25% higher, plus postage.

Address for orders and inquiries is: Capital Stamps, P.O.
Box 3769, Jerusalem 91 036, ISRAFL,
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CONTENTS OF CURRENT HOLY LAND éHILATELIC BULLETINS

BAPIP Bulletin #115, March 1987; Editor Dr. W.Y. Loebl, 32 St. Ronans

Crescent, Woodford Green, Essex IG8 9DG, England.,

From The President; Obituary: Michael M, Sacher FRPSL; Overland
Mail.Cachets and Labels, from M.M. Sacher Records; Diary of the
EEF Issues 1918-1920, by London Research Group; Notes on the
Control Blocks of the Palestine Blues, by J. Aron; A Palestine
Mystery = Editorial Note, by R. Norgate; A Palestine Myéterg —
Additional Information, by D. Dorfman; An Aerial Mail "Gem' to
Palestine 1911, by N.J. Collins; Our Members Report, by R.
Norgate; Points From Letters; A letter from Denis Vandervelde;
"A" Marking on GM 1 Registered Labels; "A" Marking on Registered
Labels, by N.,J, Collins; The Interim Postal Services of the
Jewish State, by M.A. Pertzelan; Herzl Stand-By Definitives, by

M, Kaplan; New Publications.

The Israel Philatelist #5/6, June 1987; Editor Dr. O. Stadtler,

24355 Tunbridge Lane, Beachwood, OH 44122, USA.

HAIFA '87, by M. Siegel; The "TOHUVABOHU" Stamps, by S. Adler;

A New Registered Postmark For Tel Aviv? by N.J. Collins; Jaffa
Egyptian Postoffice Revisited (1870-1872), by J.L. 3yers, M.D.;
Israeli Merchant Marine On Stamps, by A. P&ddock; An Aerial Post
‘Gem' to Palestine 1911, by N.J. Collins; First Airletter Service
Palestine~U.S.A. May 15, 1947, by J.C. Has; An "L" Variety of
the lst Jerusalem Overprint, by A.M. Hochheiser; Youth Groups

in the Negev - 1948, A.R. Sobel; A Petition to Oven a Postoffice
in the Jewish Quarter of Safed 1901, by N.J. Collins; Perfora-
tion Anomalies of Israel Stamps, by N.J. Collins; Israel's War
of Independence - The Human Side, by A. Cohen; The "MLI" Error
on Mandate Revenue, by A.M. Hochheiser; Mail to Internees in
Egypt From Palestine 1918, N.J. Collins; New Issues; Memprial
Day, Hapoel Games, HAIFA '85 S/S; Stamp Program; New Issues of
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the J.N.F.; Errors and Varieties, by A. Friedberg; From the Book=
shelf; V arieties and Errors of J.N.F, Issues, by M. Kol-Kalman;
Additions and Corrections to the Catalogue "Postal Stationery of
the Palestine Mandate" by A.M. HOchhéiser; Realized at Auction by
Emil Dickstein.

Der Israel-Philatelist Nr, 97, April 1987; Editor W. Mani, Emmaweg 8,

CH=-7000 Chur, Switzerland.

Sammelgebiet Israel stabilisiert sich (B. Herzog/M. Burzan);
Nebengebiete der Israel-Philatelie=Antwortpostkarten (H. Eerrel-
skirchen); Erganzungen zur Osterreichischen Post (zu Israel-
Berichte Nr. 22; A. Steichele); Die Xapnitulation des ﬁagptischen
Zerstbrers "Ibrahim el Awal" am 31. Oktober 1956 (S. Adler); Die
k.u.k. Osterreichisch-Ungarischen Truppen in Paldstina 1916-1918
(5. Adler); Fur den Judaica-Sammler ; Die Neuheiten Israel's 1986/87
(4/1) (Hartwiqg Danesch/Walter Mani),

HOLY LAND AUCTIONS REALIZATIONS

(Compiled by E. Leibu)
Prices are in U.S. Dollars. 12% buyer's commission and 1.8% V.A.T.
should be added.

Siegel's Holyland Philatelics, N.Y. = 19.1.87 {no buyer's commission)

* 1898, German PC H & G #3 used commercially, posted in Jaffa on
October 4 (3rd day of P.0.) to Germany = $95

*# 1919, Tiberias OET, February 10 (earliest date) - cover franked Ip
to Switzerland - $131

* 1948, Tel Aviv commercial cover franked 10m Golah to Nahariya
where fee collected by l10m yellow label - $165

Zodiac Stamps, Tel Aviv - 18.3.87

*# 1903, Austrian P.0O., Rishon Le Zion cachet on P.C. to Calcutta - 8550
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* 1917, German Fieldpost BIR ES SEBBA, 4.5.1917 on P.C. to Germany
plus unit cachet = $190
* 1914, Petah Tigva stamp used on piece - $175

Corinph%la, Zurich - 25,3.87

* 1918, 5m (S.G. 2) palir on prepaid cover from Rishon Le Zion, can-
celled "FPO GM 1, 12 March 1918" to Cairo = $8700

* 2nd local overprint, Im perf. 14 lightly used - $700

* 3rd local overprint, lm perf. 14 fine used - $2800

* Somerset printing, 20p (S.G. 70) with other stamps on Registered
and insured cover from Jerusalem - $8000

* 1923 postage dues, Ilm two strips of five used on reverse of taxed
cover, "Jerusalem 8 MR 24" - $800

* 1927, 90m on Registered cover with pair of 7m, from Jerusalem to

California = S1000

H.G. Muentz, Tel Aviv - 8.4.87

* Acre telegraph seal (ST. TOl and T02), "AKKIA" (ST 01/08), Nov.
1918, five lines on both sides of a page from a vostal ledger -
$840

* 1914, "Caifa 2" 12 strikes on 27 stamvs (total 13p) on large
registered cover with handstamped registry label and "Tiberias

1" arrival - $2400
* Jerusalem, Handstamped Registered label (ST 28/28), superb

"Jerusalem 3" on cover to Germany - $1850

* 1914, "KHAN-YOUNESS" on stampless field postcard, blue cachet dated
"1330" (= 1914) and Jerusalem censor mark - $2750

*# 1914 "POSTE CATRA" on postcard canceled "Jaffa - OSTER. POST" -
$4250 |

* 1914, "Rehoboth" (24.11.14) violet on p.c. - $1700

*# 1917 "KAR TPO" on AOS cover, aged - $840

* 1920 1st local overprint, 2nd setting, 20 piaster, used - $600
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* 1948, Stampless cover from besieged Mount Scopus to Jerusalem via
Red Cross. Jerusalem "egg" cancelation - $5250 )

* 1948, Safed commercial cover, 10m. Doar Ivri with clear Mandate
d.c. 27 June 48 - $6300

* 1948, SDE NAHUM Registered cover, Mandate pmk on Doar Ivri stamps -
$1100

Wallach Public Auctions, Rehovot - 26.5.87

* 1908, "The Austrian Post Rishon LeZion" all Hebrew strike, with
"Leshanah Tovah" in the middle, on PC to Jaffa, franked 20 para
Austrian Levant tied by Jaffa Austrian post cancellation - $1550

* 1905 "Rishon LeZion par Poste Autrichiene"” with David Shield in
center, on illustrated PC to London, franked 10 Cent Austrian
Levant tied by pink Jaffa Austrian Post cancellation - $300

* "Haifa Paid 4 mills" dateless strike alongside "Haifa 10 Sp 20" DC
on stampless PC to Tel Aviv - $700

* "Rishon 13 Ap 21" FD strikes tuying 4 m Jerusalem II stamp and JNF
"Zion" label to PC to Tel Aviv. Written by Rishon Post Master

"...as memory to the opening of the Palestine Post ... in Rishon

LeZion" - $52100.

* Jerusalem "Liberation" PM, 1 July 1948, on registered cover to
USA, transit TA, NY, arrival New Rochelle, 12 July = $£1300

* Flown cover from besieged Negev, from Kibbutz Beerot Yitzchak to
Tel Aviv. Do'ar Ivri 10m tied by dateless APO Misrad 3 - $750

* Airmail cover from Vienna, 28 April 1948, to Jacob Fichman, Tel
Aviv; arrival 20 May 1948 - $1300

* Cover from NY, 18 May 1948, "Returned to Sender, Service Suspended"
handstamp, reposted via PEDI (No. 751), 21 May, with "First
Flight to Israel" cachet and TA arrival - $1300

* Cover from Bat Yam, 31 May 1948, to soldier in Palmagh, Qiryat
Anavim, redirected and postmarked "APO Misrad 14", "APd-RLO" and
handwritten note "Wounded in Katamon and is at home ..." in
September 1948 - $1600
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Members' Free Advertisements

Every member is entitled to a 3-Line free ad, once a year.

WANTED! HLPH Bulletin No. 1. Photocopy is welcome if necessary.

Please contact: Klaus Salten, Kélner Str. 8la, D-5353, Mechernich-

Kommern, W. Germany.

Want to exchange stamps in complete sets with Jewish philatelists.

Reply assured. Ing. Simon Milkus, P.O. Box 313, SU-270 000, Odessa
centre, USSR.

WANTED: Israel Military mail, 1948-1949 only. All offers examined by

specialist, expenses covered. Dr. Baruch Hurwich, 4 Marcus St.,

92 233 Jerusalem, Israel (Tel.: 02-690-786).
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Matsa Company

Proudly Presents
A Major Auction Of:

Holyland, Judaica, Holocaust, Postal
History, Jewish National Fund, Zionism,
Postcards, Numismatics

About 2500 single lots and collec-
tions will be offered for sale in our
Early Autumn Auction.

Just state your specific area and write

NTY3DA NYAbDY YId'Y2 1bIn for a FREE catalog (English Text) to:
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JEWISH ANTIQUITIES
«YASHAN NOSHAN»

6 Meah Shearim St,
JERUSALEM 95229, ISRAEL

Tel. 027271392

ANTIQUE & RARE BOOKS.
MANUSCRIPTS, AUTOGRAPHS, DOCUMENTS.
ANTIQUE RELIGIOUS ARTICLES.

JEWISH ART.

JUDAICA, HEBRAICA,

WE BUY +* SELL * TRADE +*

ACT AS AGENTS * APFPRAISE *¥ ADVISE %

Home Address: 11 Hagi St., Jerusilem, 95262, Israel.
TEL 286305 .5v
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The first of a series of Catalogues is currently
in preparation, Catalogues will be sent
please G-d free of charge upon request.

Please fill in:

NAME:

FAMILY

FIRST

ADDRESS:

STREET - No.—

BOROUGH

CITY STATE/Zip

PHONE (Home) ———  (Business)—

I COLLECT
(PLEASE DETAIL)

IN the event that you have any items to
offer for SALE or TRADE, we will

be glad to be of service to you
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Steven C. Kander (Philatelists) Ltd.

Dealer in fine and unusual Postal History of the World

I ) i ) ; - _n._w % /n.\m»_. ..-!;t-ﬂ

Cover sent to Alexandria 2nd April via Jaffa

French Post Office Jerusalem 1855,

3rd April. No postage charged and 20 decimes charged on arrival. Magnificent

example of this very rare straight line cancellation in blue. P.O.R.

We wish to buy fine single covers and good collections

Always available — interesting stock of LEVANT of all Post Offices
in the Greater Ottoman Empire.

Steven Kander, 20 Broadfields Avenue, Edgware, Middlesex HA8 8PG, England

Tel: 01-958 1303
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- We c4dden wvouws H
ﬂ * Rare Israeli stamps from all periods :
* Postal History of the Holy Land from ail (
periods: Ottoman periocd. Brirish Mandate, :
Interim period and the State of Israel. :

* Judaica Postal History and ‘documents. i

* Revenues and cther labels of the Holy
fand trom all periods

* Foreign stamps from all countries

*¥ Single original bulletins of
“"The Holy Land Fhilate:jai”
* Big local smile

You are welcome

STA MPS CENTER

94 Allenby Rd., Souterrain |
P.O.B. 4444 Tel-Aviv §
&

Tel- (03)615755
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RECEIVED TODAY USA AIRMAIL FIRST FLIGHT 92313 ISRAKL AM
EHSURING DISYRIBUTION STOP KINDLY CONFIRM THAT WEZ/ TOO MAY
_/ BEND AYRMAIL USA WITil STATE ISRAEL STAUPS POSTAL SERVICES STATE

ISRAEL FUNCTIONING NORMALLY PORTS IAIFA TELAVIV XXNEXEKRX
AIRPORTS HAIPA TELAVIV PLEASE IWDICATE YOUR EXCHANGE QFFICKS
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3.6.48-2 (PEDI) byahn 9RT ¥ 11wRI0 hidwnn nbap

A telegram from the Israeli Postmaster General to

his USA colleague, informing the arrival of the
first PEDI mail on 3 June 1948. (See article on p. 527)
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