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Israel - Estonia Joint Issue

Estonia and Israel celebrated the 25th anniversary of establishing diplomatic
relations in 2017. The State of Israel recognized the Republic of Estonia in
September 1991 and diplomatic relations were established on January 9, 1992.

Today, Estonia and the State of Israel consider themselves similar in many
ways. Both countries are proud of being modern young states ready to accept
the technological and security challenges of the 21sk century. Both countries
are recognized world leaders in the IT and cyber security realm (Estonia and:
Israel are among the founding members of the Digital 5 Countries international
forum) and both boast an impressive number of start-up companies. The
contacts and cooperation between Estonia and Israel, in their private as well
as public sectors, are expanding to include the whole realm of econemic and
technological innovation.

A Jewish presence in Estonia was first recorded in 1333, but their numbers
remained small until the 18th century. The Republic of Estonia granted Jews
cultural autonomy in 1926 - the first country in Europe to do so. This cultural
autonomy was renounced in 1940 as a result of the Soviet occupation and
restored after Estonia regained its independence in 1991.

Today there is a smaller, but very dynamic and active Jewish community in
Estonia, numbering approximately 2000 members. There is a synagogue
{reopened in 2010) and Jewish Cultural Center in Tallinn as well as a Jewish
school, kindergarten and social center.

/

- f’,// i
e /
H.E Mr Sulev Kannike
e "RV} Ambassador of the Republic of Estonia
LT ApaNp 2710

S7iawA niny pana NIILON 7V NPTAIDA TR Y




