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1009 « 11/2016 « T"UWNA [lWN

NV
L TN R

DMIYIN D'NOYN NIINN 0V 7781 TIXD NNOJT
7210a1 702 .0'w-1721 09T, DNI9Y D7 7Y JID DNl
IRIDON NOXIN 7Y DNI0WN 1WIYH [OF7 770 a0

ATIT 749 ;017 NIFNYR DL NRTND 7122 0i7¥n
Y"EDP‘ 0"n :0IY NIF'MVN WY NN ‘7w I

6-11 ANDD ATV ,NT1D 'l

D'TNY 1965 NIWI NIWKIT 17200 N1V 70 00 9N 7y
090D NOYY 121 N'0IMAN N9IFNN [N N0 N 7w
D N7INN 70-N TINWA DWW NIDDA NNONA NINIDN
DA7IUNN DY 0YN-'7Y2 DN 1T DD'0D NONIA D)
NN 79 NNUNDN NNINT NAVIN 7123 .01721Y0 DAz
NWTZAN MM TANID 720 721W2 90 7Y Dijamon
DTN UK VI DNID 0TI DINYR N0 I N0
09090 NN

JIUNIN QN NBOYRI V191 72IKA 0ILY 7122 0I7¥N
[NOIYL NTINA DRAIZINDINT DOD Y7 NI IR IR

[0 = 117021 ,A0N [I'79 78 MDA [79AN D70
N No¥Y 78 MTEN NF7NA A7IWY DTN 07000
NIT-73 NYAY DAZIWND NAY ,MNNN 1TN7 |1Ivnd NN
NYITR0WN) 277N (') DIUN DINID LPY IRTD
7w NYDINN DI' NHNINA D2 A7IUN NINNN 700 .DANNN

0720 Mo

[21TY 2NT :DI7NN

DNINE AOUYD 0711 XY
JWN VND
Stamps, FDC & Cancellation Design:
Meir Eshel

P s L o

P v s mmion I
b oo I wousizn im anaty maass it i s

ersock e gm i T S Tt

TITE T IS
ORI W EREFS IBRERR (i ) o s

7721 ,N20 NN NYIITN NANN N DD'DD NTAY
NIMTN 7¢ 2NY NONN NYT7Y NN WIN'Y NITO NN
T'2IN 19-7Y NITIYAY DOAN 79 27w, DI0K T2 NN
WND NINY

N9I7NA NNONNY N7NN 78U YINI DD'09N NIINK
JI0MANE NN NIDIFNA AR'WT AYanl NN
DIVLD 7HD7 NMIWNI TIND M7' NNMD DDIDON MY
NTANN DWYN .DRYY7 MIYINT 172" DIOY0D 7Y mge
MUY 2N 2NN L,DNRIONN 0NN DD'0D NIDXYN
NOAT ,N7NFN 7¢ I2¥D 120D DN DD'D9 NIDNIA
012 'MAl DD L YNn-ma

D0IN 271U TR YIN 7ANNY DDIDDN TIOYIN NN
007NN NYT7 .0MN-17021 DINPY 7WA NNY 01T
MIR7RA INDNNYW DINK 78 NINAT -7V WY1 178 DY
00T NINDAT MO0 DY AUWHT AWHD MY WNL T
NI¥DY [NIY NADN 1T IWED 10197 DNINYY NN YN
N0 'M11 , D' R7IWY D09 NITAYA DIT DRMOIN
0D'DON NINYA DIPKRN Q7' DIPTN NY7A7 NI
27¥ IN MDD N2 NN NNAT OFTINY DA0ID D)

o

6-n ANDA ,(221) YD ,NTID N2

DAY 1957 MIWA 19YNI 200 1WNIYW DA Y177 IN0
09'09 NOXI Al ,N'0IMN N9IFNN [N ND1D N1 7Y
55 7K NIDNN INIYN NN 78 7'YN D770 NRIDN
DAI7THN N2, DI7NONN [92-2UN DRANINN DIITTH
ININT NO7INA NAMY 7122 .0IW D'N-1702 D7D
DII'7TD DN 7120 72121, 010N 7¢ NIVANDE TNRIDNN
JiT YV D2 0177120 090N

ATIT 71 :DI7Y ;NIZ'NYN NI NN $7120 DI73N
DI7WN NN NDIDIAIND DAIZINDINT |00 : 721w DI0Y

3-0 axDa , T ,'T'DX "2
T7 NR-)I9¥2 17AN0 ,N7¥0 NION 7n012 ,1996 N1
NOYY 1121021 NN NOIFNN [0 INIDN NN 7Y 1MTNY
NI NIADINN DIANNY 722 .NNIDND [DIT NIXYI' DD'0D
09'09N NTIAY ONIF 7ITA DYAND (1201 NIF N0 MY
D'AND WIN'W NWYI TI7 DO'0DA ANI' NMIDINT Nawn)




Mosaics in Eretz Israel

Creating mosaics requires a skilled artisan who must
know how to lay foundations that prevent the floor from
sinking, design intricate characters and shapes, and
place the colorful tiles according to a precise
predetermined plan.

The art of mosaic floors began to develop in Eretz Israel
during the Hellenistic period and peaked during the
Roman and Byzantine periods. It was very costly to
produce a mosaic floor, thus owning one was considered
a status symbol that only few could afford. The wealthy
adorned their luxurious homes with mosaic floors and
community leaders used them to decorate public
buildings, such as bath houses, churches and
synagogues.

There are common themes in many of the ancient mosaic
floors in Eretz Israel, which mainly feature plants and
animals. Archeologists believe that these floors were
created by groups of artists who specialized in this craft
and fraveled from town to the town with samples of
patterns, offering their services to community leaders.
This explains why similar motifs appear in mosaics found
in numerous ancient homes, synagogues and churches.
The artists also incorporated unigue elements into floors
they were commissioned to create, such as a menorah
in & synagogue or a cross in a church.

Synagogue, Maon (Negev), 6th century
Near Kibbutz Nirim in the western Negev, the remains
of a Byzantine-period synagogue were discovered in
1957, including a magnificent mosaic floor. The main
part of the design features 55 medallions made of
winding grape vines. Different animals appear in the
center of each medallion. The stamp emphasizes the
image of a brilliant colorful peacock and the tab features
additional medallions, including that of a palm tree.

Photograph featured on the stamp: Nicky Davidov, courtesy
of the Israel Antiquities Authority

Sketch on Tab: inslitule of Archeology, Hebrew University of
Jerusalem

Villa, Lod, 3rd century

In 1996, a luxurious home from the Roman period was
discovered during the course of renovation excavations
in the city of Lod. At the center is a unigue mosaic floor
of the highest quality. The quality of a mosalc is
determined by the size of the tiles and the range of
colors used to create it - the smaller the tiles and the
wider the color range, the better the quality. This mosaic
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was created with very small tiles in a wide range of
colors, creating colorful areas featuring mammals, birds,
fish and salling vessels. The stamp and tab feature a
small section of this richly decorated magnificent floor.

Photograph featured on the stamp: Nicky Davidov, courtesy
of the Israel Antiquities Autharity

Sketch an Tab: Haim Kapchitz, courtesy of the Israel Antiquities
Authority

Synagogue, Gaza, 6th century

The remains of a Byzantine-period synagogue with a
brilliant mosaic floor were first unearthed on the Gaza
coast in 1965. Additional archeological excavations in
the 1970's revealed that this mosaic also featured animals
inside round medallions,

The stamp features the ominous image of a tiger leaping
on its prey. Jewish lumber merchants Menachem and
Joshua, who contributed the mosaic, are commemorated
in an inscription, which appears on the tah.

Photograph featured on the stamp, sketch on Tab and First
Day Cover detail: courtesy of Yoav Zionit, Judea and Samaria
Staff Officer of Archeology

The stamps have been issued as a special sheet,
centered around Jewish symbols that were incorporated
into the front section of the floor in the Maon synagogue.
These are a menorah (candeiabra) with seven glass
bowls filled with oll, a shofar (ram's horn) on the right, a
lulav (ceremonial palm frond) on the left and two etrog
fruits. The menorah symbol has also been incorporated
into the first day cancellation of this stamp series.

Photograph: Zev Radovan
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