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Israel and Nepal established full diplomatic relations in 1980, during the terms of
lsraeli Prime Minister David Ben Gurion and Nepalese Prime Minister B.P. Koirala.
Nepal was among the first Asian countries to establish relations with Israel, creating
both a working relationship and one of friendship between their governments and
peoples, Over the years, Israel and Nepal have built a broad network of close
co]:nperation in the realms of trade, tourism, agriculture, medicine, academics and
culture.

Nepal was among the few bold countries which did not support the 1975 United
Nations resolution equating Zionism with racism, a resoclution that the U.N. itself
abolished some two decades later.

The people of Nepal, which is located in the Himalaya Mountains and includes Mt.
Everest, the highest peak in the world, and the people of Israel, which houses the
lowest point in the world, the Dead Sea, know how to bridge this topographical gap
through a strong and friendly relationship. This relationship, which includes close ties
in the areas of medicine, agriculture, development and employment, proves that
these two peoples have succeeded in establishing a friendship despite the
geographical distance that separates them. Many Israelis who travel to Nepal are
impressed by Nepal's cultural and historical treasures, by the Himalayan
mountaintops and especially by the warm reception they are given as Israglis in this
country.
This impressive stamp, which is being issued simultaneously in Nepal and in Israel, is
a wonderful example of the long term partnership between these two countries and
of the friendship between their peoples.

Hanan Goder-Goldberger

Ambassador of Israel to Nepal




