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Jewish Professions

Throughout history, Jews have engaged in a wide
variety of professions, most of which were not
different from those practiced by the non-Jewish
population in the same region. In certain cases, it is
possible to identify professions in which Jews
tended to be represented in higher proportions than
their demographic weight in the general population
- for example, fabric dyeing during the Crusader
period, managing inns in Eastern Europe in the 17th
century, money changing in Western Europe in
various eras, or goldsmithing in Yemen and North
Africa in recent centuries. However, these should
not be regarded explicitly as “Jewish professions.”
The term “Jewish professions” refers to occupations
rooted in commandments and customs prescribed
by.the Jewish religion and tradition. In these cases,
it was explicitly stipulated that only Jews could
engage in these professions and provide the
relevant services to members of the community.
This list includes occupations essential to the
existence of the Jewish community, such as mohel,
shochet, kashrut supervisor, body purifier, or female
attendant at the ritual bath.

The stamp series focuses on three such professions:
Can'tﬁ)r, Melamed, and Scribe of Holy Writings (Sofer
STaM).

Cantor (Shaliach Tzibbur)

The cantor, also known as the Shaliach Tzibbur
(“representative of the congregation”), is the person
who leads the prayers in the synagogue and
represents the congregation before God.

The stamp depicts a cantor in a style characteristic
of the Sephardi communities: he stands on the
central platform (bima) in the middle of the synagogue
(rather than at a lectern at the front, as is common in
Ashkenazi tradition), surrounded by the worshippers.
The stamp tab includes the words “Ochilah La-EI",
the opening of an ancient piyyut (liturgical poem).
This piyyut was adopted by many Jewish com-
munities and is recited by the Shaliach Tzibbur on
Rosh Hashanah as a kind of request for permission
to pray on behalf of the congregation.

Melamed

The Melamed, also called Melamed Tinokot (“teacher
of the little ones”), is the traditional teacher of young
children, responsible for teaching them the basics
of reading, the Chumash (Pentateuch), and the
fundamentals of the commandments.

The stamp depicts a Melamed in a style typical of
Ashkenazi communities: he sits at the head of the
table, surrounded by small children with open books
in front of them.

The stamp tab features the phrase “Gimel Dalet -
Gemol Dalim” (“show kindness to the poor”), taken
from the Babylonian Talmud (Tractate Shabbat
104a). This phrase is part of an ancient teaching aid
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designed to help young children remember the
shapes of the letters.

According to the Talmud, the combination of the
letters Gimel and Dalet symbolizes giving charity to
the poor. The letter Gimel, with its leg extended
forward, represents the donor running after the poor
person to offer assistance. The letter Dalet represents
the poor person: on one side it is closed at the back,
symbolizing that the poor person does not rely on
charity and turns away from the donor, but it also
has a small projection at the back - his hand, none-
theless extended to receive help.

Scribe of Holy Writings (Sofer STaM)
A Sofer STaM (an acronym for Sifrei Torah, Tefillin,
Mezuzot) is a craftsman who specializes in writing
sacred texts that must be handwritten on parchment
according to Jewish law.

The stamp depicts a scribe in a style characteristic
of the Yemenite tradition: he sits on a cushion at a
low table, writing on parchment, with his work tools
beside him (inkstand and traditional quills).

The stamp tab features the words “Shema Yisrael”
written in Assyrian script, complete with traditional
decorative crowns on the letters, just as a Sofer
STaM would write.

First Day Cover

The First Day Cover features a quotation highlighting
the importance of engaging in productive work:
“‘Love work - even if one has sufficient means, one
must engage in work, for idleness leads to boredom”
(Commentary of Rabbi Ovadia of Bartenura on
Ethics of the Fathers, Chapter 1, Mishnah 10).

Moshe Rimer
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