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Hapoel — Israel's Labour Sports Organization — celebrates its 35th
anniversary with a week-long International Sports Rally opening
on the 30th April 1961 Six thousand Israelis and 1000 visilors from
thirty different countries will participate in a variety of matches,
competitions and athletic displays Football, fencing, swimming,
yachting, cycling, wrestling and chess are some of the 19 sports

to be represented

The story of Hapoel dilters from that of the usual sports organiza-
tion It was founded in 1926 by a group of workers, formerly
members of Maccabr and other sports organizations in Europe.
They chose as their slogan “Health of the worker will guarantee
victory.” This slogan symbolized the unique role Hapoel was to
play in the upbuilding of the country Iis primary objective was
not the encouragement of ''sport for sport’s sake’’ but the building
up of the health and physical fitness of the worker and the youth.
Physical training, light athletics and acquatic sports were the first
activities developed by Hapoel clubs. Members of these clubs vo-
lunteered lor every pioneering task of the hour Hapoel units formed
the backbone of Hagana, the pre-State voluntary deience organi-
zation; their members helped to build Tel Aviv port and to found
border settlements Israel’'s navy and merchant marine have been
manned by many Hapoel sportsmen who won their '‘sea-legs’’ through
Hapoel's training in sailing and ship-building.

The first Hapoel Rally held in 1928 was attended by 780 members.
With the growing national interest in sport Hapoel's ranks have
swelled and its sporting activities have become more varied. At its
7th Rally this year 75.000 members from 548 Hapoel Sports Clubs
will celebrate the 35th anniversary of Israel's largest sports orga-
nization.

The stamp was designed by O. Adler, Tel Aviv
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