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The Heritage of Slovakia Jewry

Archealogical findings show that Jews were on Slovakian lerritory as early as the 2nd Century, Jewish presence
in the region ended as the Roman empire began to fall. Jewish refugees who fled the western countries during
the time of the crusades, began arriving in Slovakian territory as the beginning of the 12th Century, The first
community appears to have been established in the city of Nitra. Jewish communities, as preserved until the
holocaust, began forming at the end of the 17th Century. They were founded by refugees from Moravia, Vienne
exiles and Jewish refugees from Poland who fled the 1648-1649 slaughter.

At the beginning of the 19th Century Slovakian Jewry experienced « spiritual flourishing, centered in the city of
Pressburg. Slovakia boasted 38 yeshivas in addition to that of Pressburg, all of which trained thousands of rabbis
and scholars who became part of the spiritual leadership in many countries. The Second Warld War destroyed
the Slovakian communities. There are still several active communities in Slovakia today, united under a national
organization centered in Bratislava,

The ancient cemetery of Senica is unique, and there are no others like it in Slovakia. The Senica burial society
was amongst the most senior and renowned in Slovakia. Two large and omnate 18th century ceramic ums used
for purifying the dead before burial, were preserved by the burial soclety. During the holocaust, when the Senica
Jews were sent to the concentration camps. the urns were preserved loyally by a resident of Senica, Dr, Pavel
Braxatoris. After the war the urns were handed to the National Slovakian Museum, and are currently on display
at the Museum for Jewish Culture and Heritage in Bratislava. These urns where the central element's in the design
of the joint issue stamps.

A g {Following Yehoshua R. Buchler)
Deseription of the joint issue stamps:

The Obligation to Bury the Dead Stamps
The center of the urn shows four men in ceremonial costume, carrying a deceased on the burial stretcher.
The Duty of Visiting the Sick Stamp _

The center of the urn - a visit to a sick person during the time of evening prayers. A patient is lying on a bed
surrounded by the images of three men,




