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25 YEARS OF BILATERAL RELATIONS

The 25" Anniversary of diplomatic relations
between the State of Israel and the Holy See is
a time for joy as well as acknowledgment of the
long way we have travelled together along a
path of reconciliation and friendship.

On Dec 30" 1993, Israel and the Holy See signed
in Jerusalem the fundamental agreement
establishing full diplomatic relations between
our two states. This unique bonding between
the only Jewish State and the universal Catholic
Church combines both political and spiritual
elements.

The special Joint Stamp issued by the Israel
Philatelic Service and the Holy See Numismatic
Service to commemorate the 25" anniversary
depicts St. Peter’s Church and the synagogue
at Capernaum and symbolizes the unique
relations and interaction between Judaism and
Christianity.

As we mark the 25" anniversary of diplomatic
relations, we acknowledge with deep
satisfaction all that we have achieved.

We especially recall the three official visits to
the State of Israel of all three popes who have
served since the establishment of our relations.
The visits included impressive moments at the
Western Wall, Yad Vashem and laying a wreath
by Pope Francis at the tomb of Benjamin Zeev
Herzl the founder of Zionism. Reciprocal visits
to the Vatican were paid by all Israeli heads of
state and Prime Ministers.

Our achievements should be a starting point to
encourage continued joint work to bring these
relations to even further heights of friendship,
dialogue and mutual understanding.

Oren David
Ambassador of lsrael
to the Holy See
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