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Raanana Centennial

The city of Raanana is celebrating its centennial this
year. Early pioneers from the U.S. founded the town
in 1922 as part of the Zionist vision to settle in Eretz
Israel and work the land. Over the years, Raanana
has become a leader in education, culture, leisure,
economy and quality of life. The city successfully
combines advanced innovation with respect for its
heritage. Above all, Raanana preserves the unique
texture of its community and its “green” character
from the early days.

Raanana has achieved much in all aspects of life
and currently encompasses some 15,000 dunams of
land and is home to approximately 95,000 residents.
The high level of services and quality of life that it
offers residents make it one of the most popular
cities in Israel. Raanana’s name precedes it in the
realm of education and student achievements, as
well as the promotion of sports, culture and art for
the benefit of locals and visitors.

The population of Raanana includes a unigue mix of
secular and religious, new immigrants and veteran
citizens, young and old who all live side by side with
mutual respect and tolerance. Solidarity and giving
are the basis of community relations. The special
way of life that characterizes the city serves as a
model for the entire country. Raanana is rooted in its
education system and the social outlook led by its
municipality — equal rights for all residents.

In addition to the high quality of life, Raanana excels
in business. Dozens of leading companies have set
up their bases of operation in the city, providing jobs
to thousands of employees. The business and
innovation administration works to support high tech
companies and other businesses in the city. In
addition, as a sustainable green city, the Raanana
municipality emphasizes the values of sustainability
and community. Thanks to widespread efforts to
promote these issues, many preschools and
elementary schools in Raanana have been
recognized by the Ministry of Education as green
facilities. Volunteerism is also a core value in
Raanana. The city is blessed with kindhearted
residents who are able to give and the volunteering
spirit is prevalent among them. This social action
contributes to Raanana's unique character as a
thriving, excellent city in Israel.

The Israel Philatelic Service is honoring the city's
centennial by issuing an official Raanana Centennial
stamp which expresses the spirit and characteristics
of the city through an illustration by illustrator Avi
Katz, a Raanana native, in collaboration with designer
Ayelet Eylath. The stamp features the city's first
settlers against the background of Ahuza Street,
the water tower and the municipality building
alongside modern construction and high tech
towers, representing the city's innovation coupled
with its heritage.

May the city of Raanana and its residents continue
to flourish and prosper, innovate as they preserve
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the past, and remain one of the leading cities in
Israel.

Chaim Broyde
Mayor of Raanana

Description of the Stamp
and First Day Cover
The stamp image is based on the general
appearance of Ahuza Street (the main street of
Raanana) today. In the center stands a group of
gioneers (in black and white) from the city’s early
ays.
The left side of Ahuza St. features the Raanana
Municipality and slightly beyond the city’s renowned
water tower. Farther in the background (on the right
side) stands the Loewenstein Rehabilitation Hospital
and two high tech buildings.
The image of Ahuza St. is not based on the precise
appearance of the street, rather it features a number
of elements characteristic to the street itself and to
Raanana in general. For example, the high tech
buildings and the water tower are not located on
Ahuza St.
The illustration of the settlers in the center of Ahuza
is also a free interpretation based on a photo of
unknown origin (photographer or date) éaiuring
Raanana settlers.
The FDC features a number of well-known Raanana
buildings placed next to each other in a row.
From left to right: an orange tree and small house,
characteristic of the original town of Raanana,
before it became a city. Followed by: the Raanana
Municipality building; the water tower; Yad LeBanim
hall; the commemorative pillar dedicated to
Raanana’s fallen soldiers at the Youth Center and
Music Conservatory. In front: the Raanana Park
Amphitheater. Followed by a number of high tech
buildings from the industrial area and lastly an
orchard (to commemorate the orchards that
surrounded and filled Raanana in its early days).
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