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Israel — Philippines Joint Issue

The Philippine Rescue of Jews from the Holocaust
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The period surrounding WWII can be described as the darkest days of the enlightened nations. From their
aspiration to reach the high moral ground they fell to the deepest abyss of immorality.

The Holocaust is the most painful symbol of the enlightened nations’ moral collapse but the Jewish people
can also be seen as a symbol of the Philippines’ moral victory.

The choice of President Manuel L. Quezon to open the gates of his country, the Philippines, to thousands
of Jewish refugees who thus escaped certain death in the Holocaust, stands in sharp contrast to the choice
made by the enlightened nations and shall shine upon the Filipino nation forever.

The stamp issued by the philatelic services of the postal administrations in Israel and in the Philippines
expresses the time and the deeds of a great President and of a nation with a conscience and a true moral
compass, and It highlights a grateful Israeli people.

So thank you Philippines for your help in our dire days, you should take pride in your action and be proud
before the family of nations.

Your open door and open heart will remain the foundation of our friendship for many years to come - a
friend in need is a friend indeed!

Effie Ben Matityau
Ambassador of Israel to
the Philippines

“It is my hope and, indeed, my expectation that the people of the Philippines will have in the future every

reason to be glad that when the time of need came, their country was willing to extend a hand of welcome.

Manuel L. Quezon, President of the Philippines, at the April 23, 1940 dedication of Marikina Hall, a housing
facility for Jewish refugees that was built on land that he personally donated.




