D7V 7Y NTdNT NY 50
NI NIFTD NND

PROCLAMATION OF JERUSALEM
AS THE STATE OF ISRAEL’S
CAPITAL - 50 YEARS

D”WUNN 1700 W 12/1999 m 609

PHILATELIC SERVICE 'N7120 NI'WN

N7 WIND DTN DU N 7 INATn 7700
9 M TI0DMN 9N VD N1 DY 1N
7In NDIJN N72'7 30.7.1980-1 .01 TINM TINDN
M NR7UN D7UN 7Y 170190 NTHYN 12T T
IR NN
635,000-1 TOX1 N7Y 721N ML NN YN 1900
2.5%-J1 D'N70IN 29%-D ,O'TIN' 68.5%-2 DNN W9
NIM2 16-7 D77INNN) DN
AN'7X DNID
DIN'TA TV

h 4

DTN MY - DI72 A2T7 7Y DY AR 722
1946 'D'7UNA DZNYN 1WA

N0 I0IN MNIT 22 7Y ANITKA - D
a0 - D780 ;N9 DNNAR (NND) VY 74 qOIR
JI7 AR

: (1891-1974) DI72 217

172 R T7Y (W7 MY 17 DI72 a7
NMIPRD MWD DN DY DID NNINIY
[ORD 79X M1 1909-D 70 WY ND'DIN
TH 707 DIMA D700 YRTENAL DD T
JNRPRD 127102 D7AYNT 12 N9 NINIXA
1924-1 .DI7UNI YU IXIN N7Y 1923-1
MIAT N2 N7 7T WRD NI DN DYINT XY
ND791 INNYY NI 791 NN, TRM 12 1000
DY 7ANN 0Y DI72 2277 7¢ DN7ON ININTI
1017 IMDIDN NX 1297 787 1NN KA
NN 17 7Vin 1968 MIWA ADIFNN NN PN
NNBHRD IMHAN JAY "DI7YN V7Y 1290
AN TANE VITRX 20 0172 017 07
YN NI NDNYNA PNAIDD DX 'Y XID
17 nxinnl

INT7{7 TUKX 7120 AXYN

STAMP DESIGNER: A. KALDERON

NYA[71 ,0'NYD 656-2 1IN NITINN ,DI7UN

3000-0 N7YNT 197 Ty TIT 270N TN NINT

Dy7 17I01 INN-MT 10 QYR TNDI DY
IX7 NUIN IT NINNONN .0MI00NN 171272 701 78w
DN 773-1172 DIWA7IY 193 NP9 NIA'0I 7732 Kj7IT
.DMILONI DMINM DT YAIWY DYIDN N9 DN D
D7UN' 2 7R DY 'NaN KT 17U N7IND 1910102
"DI7YUNT JNOWN DX |IWT70 Y2000 - D7D YIND |27
710 UTIPYY DA NIRTN NYANN NYIRN 1107 T
NIYNND) 1WA N7IMAN ATYA DITINM 1N 1840 NIWA
2N .60-N NIWA N2INA AN7 12901 ,(DYINN 7700
12¥' 12D 1948-1 ,|I'Y NA'W NVAN DY DYYNN DT
DTN 100,000-0 WA
00N NAYN AW NN YN IX7X] KT DY
1WA DYIND DYOND IXT-2 10U 127 1947 M7wa
7In) D7IND MW 1N NMDANT7 7D NINT ;Mo
1770 1TON7 NN YID'RT (N¥I0) N2 NITRINN
DINI VT NITH NN DNININ N3, 780W-yINa
NIAYNNN IiN 27000 120700 TNXK DI D7uUn
DU7INTN 7V DY DIDI0INA

[I'D1 72 Ta1 N1 77021 ,1947 NDN2 AN

D7IUNI DUIND TWHD DINT-2 10Wn WA 07
YN W N0 WWRD 17O TN DY NN
(DT D'NT7DID D7D T-7Y DMITIN NIWRAYT
NI NN N7NN NN NI L(10M2) ¥ TI791
MY D'MIWHPN YN {7701 AN NYAFTYT 1o
NN TN N7 DUMTRN D700 7V) ;N07ea
NN DT 70N 2N T Y (0TI 10TNYn
1949 INNAD2 D'7UINMI NIWNIN NDIDN NNMD
13-1 .0917T 7002 (MYaYNI NITHN XY Nanal
D122 N7YUNON WK [INI-2 TT TN 1949 1INYT
NINNENNIN 78 NN 1D 7KW NTUHND NYT 7Y
STVNYIN D7UN - INK N2 70
Dy N'707ID ANZUN N7 NIDIRT-AN N7N7NY OX 7Y
TND D'70INPD NYYNT N27AW NN DM TY AT 70
NITHN N2 7MW 7Y OURINT-[2N NNYF 07¢UN
DNIFIY TV [NNI-RWD 701 DIONI7DIT DYAND -
JINR NRMNI M WK 78 DIRYY
D2 MNIY 00N WY NRN7N 17002 1867 112

NHN7H 1701 20 NIRFTNE ZKWE-YIN MY 071 m




Proclamation of Jerusalem as the State of Israel’s Capital - 50 Years

in Jerusalem more than three thousand years ago,

and since then it has served as the religious and

spiritual center of the people of Israel during all the
various stages of its history. This development took place not
because of physical factors such as topography or ease of
access which generally determine the site of capitals, but as
aresult of a decision based on religious, spiritual and historical
factors. The sanctity of Jerusalem for Judaism was also the
cause for its status in the two monotheistic religions linked to
it - Christianity and Islam. In this context it is significant that
during all the periods when the Holy Land was not ruled by
Jews (except for interval of the Crusades), other cities were
chosen as capitals such as Roman Caesarea and Arab Ramie.
It should also be noted that Jerusalem is mentioned 656 times
in the Bible, while its name does not appear at all in the Koran.
In its yearning for redesmption, the Jewish people made no
distinction between Jerusalem and the land of Israel as a
whole as expressed in the ancient saying “If | forget thee
Jerusalem” and thousands years later in coining the term
“Zionism". The Jews constituted the largest community in
Jerusalem as early as 1840 (about half of the population),
and becarme the majority some twenty years iater. This majority
was enlarged with the modern mass return of Jews to Eretz
Israel, and in 1948 the number of Jews living in Jerusalem
reached about 100,000, and the city became, naturally, the
capital of the "state in the making”.
In spite of these facts, the Zionist movement and the Jewish
community had to agree in 1947 to the proposal for the
internationalization of Jerusalem, in order to ensure the adoption
by the General Assembly (against ferocious Arab objection)
of the plan for a political settlement in the Holy Land, which
envisaged the establishment of a Jewish state. The
interationalization of Jerusalem was a major component of
this plan, out of regard for Christian, mainly Catholic interests.
However, the Arabs of Palestine and the Arab states waged
a ruthless struggle against the 1947 plan and any attempt to
establish an international regime Jerusalern. The UN. and the
Christiang stood aloof even when the Holy City was bombarded
for the first time in its history, by the Arab Legion - Moslem
soldiers officered by Christians (British).

n those circumstances, the State of Israel gradually
took action to make Jerusalem its capital. An important

. he capital of the Kingdom of David was established

stage in this development was the opening of the
first Knesset in Jerusalem, in February 1949 and the
election of the president of the state and his swearing in during
its proceedings there. This development matured toward the
end of that year, and was accelerated by the renewal of the
pressure for the internationalization of the city by the Catholic
states, this time supported by the Arabs and joined by the
Soviet blog,
Thus Prime Minister Ben-Gurion declared in the Knesset, on
behalf of the Government of Israel, on 13 December 1949.
“The State of Israel had and will have only one capital - eternal
Jerusalem”.,
Although the international community has not accepted this
step formally, concrete relations with foreign states such as
diplomatic contacts, bilateral multilcteras negotiations, official
visits and the signing of international instruments, which take
place in Isragl, are conducted in Jerusalem.
In June 1967, during the Six Days War, the eastern part of
the city was liberated and Jerusalem was once again reunited,
In order to formalize the status of reunited Jerusalem as the
capital of the state, the Knesset adopted on 30 July 1980 a
basic |law on this matter.
The number of the inhabitants of the capital is currently
approximately 635,000, of whom about 68.5% are Jews,
29% Moslems, and 2.5% Christians (comprising 16
denominations).
Pinhas Eliav
Ambassador (Retired)
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Ludwigs' painting “The strest of the Jews in old
Jerusalem” (1946), shown on the stamp.

The painting, _courtesy of Mrs. Dvora Hermon, From
the collection of Shavit (Buma) Avraham & Yaffa,
Photographer: Reuven Milon.
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Ludwig Blum

Ludwig Blum was born at Lisen near Brno,
Gzechosiovakia, in 1891,

His professnonai education commenced with the painter
D. Cohen in Vienna, followed by art school and, finally,
in 1919 the Prague Academy.

In 1923 he settled in Israel and ultimately, Jerusalem.
In 1924 he married Dina Clementine Mayer and had
with her a daughter and a son wio fell at 20, during
his service in the Palmach.

The artist exnibited frequently, both in Israel and abroad.
Many of the most interesting paintings date from that
time. Blum became a front line painter. The war in
Jerusalem and in the Negev, the fighters - men and
waorren - the whole struggle of renascent Israel have
all been presented by his vivid brush,

In 1967 Luchwig Blum received the honorary reward of
“Yakir Jerusalem” for his artistic tribute to the oity.

He died in Jerusalem in 1974,
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