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aul, the son of Kish, of the iribe of Benjamin, was the first

king in Isragel. He was a peaszant at the time when the tribes

ol Israel demanded a king who would unite them and fight
their battles. Samuel, the seer. annocinted him king over Israel.

Saul immediately began to raise an army and his reign was marked by
difficult wars against the enemies of lsrael. Saul congquered Ammon.
Amalek and the Philistines and conseolidated his kingdem

After his victory over Agag, the king of Amalek, he lost favour in
the sight of Samuel becguse he had spared Agag. This led {o the
end of his reign. "...and the Lord hath rejected thee from being king
over Israel.”

Saul knew that the shepherd David of Bethlehem whose hercism had
won the heart of the nation was destined to reign aiter him, and he,
therefore, pursued him all his days. Towards the end of his life the
Philistines won the upper hand and in a baitle on Mount Gilboa,
Saul's army was beaten and the three sons of the king were killed.
Squl was wounded and not wishing to die at the hands of the enemy,
fell on his sword and died. Saul did not found a dynasty. However,
his great significance in the history of the nation lies in the fact that
he united the tribes into one people and laid the foundations of the
kingdom of Israel.
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In the annals of the nation David iz knewn as ''the Messigh of the God
of Jacohk, and the Psalmist of Israel.” “'The Messiah of the God of Jacob”
in that his kingdom continued for generations. and Princes of Israel
and leaders of the Diaspora in the time ol the Talmud and later were
descendants of the House of David. Even the final redemption of the
pecple of lsrael is to be brought about by a Messigh of the House of
David. He is called 'the Psalmist of Israel'" because of the Book of
Fsalms which consists of 150 psalms, songs of supplication and prayer
in time ol sorrow, and songs ol praise and thanks in fimes of prosperity
ond salvation. Some of the psalms express the agony and joy of the
individual and others the sorrow ol the nation in time of trouble, its
faith in the God of its deliverance and the joy of the nation when all
is well, Many of the psalms are included in the regular prayers of all
Jewish communities. The proverbial saying '"David, king of Israel, lives
on for ever” is the expression of the attachment of the nation throughout
history to its king and messiah.



avid, the son ol Jesse. of peasamt stock from Bethlehem in

[udea, was the second king o! Israel and the fcunder ol the

dynasty which reigned in Jerusalem till the destruction of the
first Temple In his youth he smote Goliath, the Philistine giant, and was
brought befere King Saul and oppeointed an officer in his army. His
many successes won him the love of the people and aroused the envy
of the king. David was forced to flee and hide from Saul when the
king had lest favour in the eyes of the prophet Samuel who anointed
David king in his stead.
After Saul's defeat on Mount Gilboa, David reigned in Hebron, first only
over the ftribe of Judah and citer the death of Ish-Boshet, the son
of Saul, he reigned over all the tribes of Israel. King David was a
warrior and congquerer, His glorious victories over the Philistines, Aram
and Ammon and his deliverance of Jerusalem from the hands of the
Jebusites stengthened his kingdom, extended its borders and he transierred
the seat of his kingdem, extended its borders and he transterred the
seat of his kingdom to Jerusalem. In his latter- days his son, Absalom,
rebelled against him but the rebellion was suppressed and David reigned
until the day of his death. ''Seven years reigned he in Hebron, and
three and thirty years in Jerusalem.”
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clemen, son ol David, reigned in Jerusalem for forty yvears in

succession to his father. His reign was one of peace after

David's wars and the borders of his kingdom were “over all
the region on this side of the river, from Tiphsah even to Azzgh. ‘'
in which all the tribes of Israel were united. Solomon strengthened
the kingdom by stabilising domestic rule and by consclidating the
economy of the country. The land was divided into twelve districts, not
according to the tribes, but geographically with regional officials and
cantral offices to administer all affairs. The basic branches of the economy
were commerce, craits, agriculture, metal mining, aond the fleet at
Eilat and at Etzion Geber and Jailfa which served to develop international
trade and strengthened the bonds with other kingdoms. Sclomon
strengthened the alliance which David had made with Hiram, king of
Tyre, and {ormed additional alliances.
His main undertaking was the building of the Temple in Jerusalem. This
was to be the main centre for the offering up of sacrifices to the God
of Israel and for the prayers of the nation everywhere, including the
stranger and the conver!. The sanctity of the Temple for those who
wished to worship the God of lsrael did nol end with its destruction,
and the Second Temple was built on the same site. To this day Jews
everywhere turn their faces and their hearts in prayer towards this
place.
After Sclomen's death the kingdom was split into the kingdem of Israel
which seceded from the House of David and inte the kingdom of Judah
in Jerusalem which remained in the hands of Sclomon’s successors.
Solomon is remembered as the wisest of men, and as the poet of the
Song ol Songs, the Book of Proverbs and the Book ol Ecclesiastes.. The
Song of Songs assumed special sanctity in the tradition of the natien
since its wise men interpreted ils love poem as the symbol of God's love
tor Israel. The Book of Froverbs is an anthology of wise sayings on
various aspects of lile and the Scroll of Ecclesiastes contains rellections
on the vanity and insignilicance of material possessions.




Trr YN SR 3 TR 1A PI L MEP R
WU NYY IR T mmaban a3 oty
1950 Ty REPR Nt p1avpa

% WO paa PImva bhpn 1 mea
AT13Y MY MNR 0PI “ORDEI. NNk
JI318N 1NaN MITayY Rpwma nwyn
TNRI RPEND POYIN LKITP NOMANG DY

AN o0 Ty DTPEN

TR AT FEPRY MK TNY K o3
M2 5 Tpbn 0 RYEmY Senga minn
X322 IpDTN YIpnY

TpORY BWHMD AMDR aDT 1M W
nIT0 Y913 et AN oYhrdb nmnn
WEa mwea Y anpe? oym Y
™M 87 ,7EN MAT WY L MYD 11aea
MR IR BPWONT NNpR D7 pamn

THE ARTIST

oy Pw DM NuTpY avhw baob
(M7 nvnn LO0We) memb ;ommn
(MRPW) PIE nmom

Bulgarian barn Asher Kalderon, came to Israel az a member of Youth
Aliyah. He worked first at a kibbutz and later as an assistant te an
exhibition designer. He studied graphic art at the Bezalel School in
Jerusalem.

During his army service he made full use of his artistic training and
upen his release, continued his work with the forces as a civilian
employee, acting also as expert examiner in his field of work.

This year's lestival set, designed on the pattern of stained-glass windows.,
are Kalderon's lirst stamps to be issued. As to the motives of his three
stamps, the artist explains, that the designs were done according to
historical descriptions of the first three Kings of Israel. He wished however,
to lend special meaning to this set of stamps by using three additional
molives in order to denote — acecording te his ewn interpretation — thres
main characteristics of the Jewish people; militaney (Saul); Spirituality
(David); Wisdem and Righteousness (Sclomon).



