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'"MAP OF THE HOLY LAND — TO NETANYA EXHIBITION

The map of the Holy Land by Gerard
de Jode (Judaeus) of Antwerp, dating
from 1578, is a fine example of 16th-
century cartography. Like most con-
temporary maps it shows chiefly places
mentioned in the Holy Scriptures, but
also some more recent names. A view
of “modern™ Jerusalem is incorporated.
The map is directed towards the North-
West, unlike the truly “oriented” me-
diaeval maps pointing to the East or
modern maps directed towards the
North. It is not yet based on survey
measurememts, a fact which is reflected
by the indented coastline of the Medi-
terranean Sea and the shape of the
Dead Sea. A note in the lower margin
states that the map is based on the
work of Tilemann Stella.

Permission to depict the map was
kindly granted to the Israel Philatelic
Services by the Jewish National &
University Library, Jerusalem.

University, Jerusalem.
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On July 22nd appeared the following
stamps: the fight against racism, Joseph
Sprinzak, first speaker of the Knesset,
50th Anniversary of Ben-Gurion Airport,
The Druze Prophet’s tomb.
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This stamp is issued by the Philatelic
Services of the Ministry of Communications to
honour the fight against racism and to en-
courage tolerance and respect, regardless of
creed and colour, for Man who was created in
the image of God.

JOSEPH SPRINZAK — one of the leaders
of the Zionist Workers movement in
Eretz Israel, one of the second Aliyah,
the first Speaker of the Knesset — was
born in Moscow in 1885.

Sprinzak was known for his warm,
friendly character, his sense of humour
and his spiritual sensitivity, which en-
abled him to overcome temperamental
conflicts, and bridge differences of ideo-
logy. Joseph Sprinzak died in Jerusalem
in 1959,

50th Anniversary of Ben-Gurion Airport
Ben-Gurion Airport, Israel’s main gate-
way for incoming and outgoing flights
was built by the British Authorities
during their mandate in Palestine as part
of a comprehensive scheme of airport
construction to cater for the military
needs of the Royal Air Force. It was be-
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gun in 1935 and by April 1937 four
concrete runways of about 800 x 100m
had been completed (today — 2400m).
However, before this, the first internation-
al service had been inaugurated between
Cairo and Lydda, as the airport was then
called, with De Havilland Dragon Rapides.
Later this was extended to Nicosia, Beirut
and Baghdad. After the resurfacing of
the runways, heavier aircraft used the air-
port.

KLM initiated a link between Amster-
dam and Battavia (now Indonesia) via
Lydda, the Polish “LOT” flew regularly
between Warsaw and Lydda, as did “CSA”
from Prague via Rome. A significant ex-
tension of the route network was effected
by British Imperial Airways flying large
“Hannibal” and “Atalanta” planes be-
tween London and Bombay.

Paris, Brussels and Zurich were some
of the cities linked to Lydda but World
War II curtailed the civil aviation activity
and brought on a massive military build-
up at the airport. In December 1938 the
first RAF unit had arrived to perform
mainly reconnaissance and patrolling mis-
sions.

On November 15th, EL AL Israel Air-

line was established and its first flight
took off on July 31st, 1949 to Paris via
Rome by a DC—4 Skymaster Aircraft. In
1950 “ARKIA™ initiated domestic flights
using De-Havilland Rapides to Eilat, Rosh-
Pina and Haifa.
The Druze community, which is domicil-
ed mainly in Syria and Lebanon, numbers
about one million, less than 10% of
whom live in Israel.

The Druze left Islam during the rule of
Fatimida Caliph al-Hakim in Egypt at the
end of the tenth century. Very little is
known about the Druze religion and its
followers are reluctant to disclose details
about their faith. As far as it is known,
the religion is monotheistic and it is in-
fluenced by other such religions and by
the philosophy of ancient Greece,



AMERIPEX ’86

AMERIPEX '86 AWARDS
For Holy Land Collections
Champion Class:

Fred F. Blau, Crystal bowl with
Ameripex logo for “Airmail History of
Palestine”

Large Gold: -

Fred F. Blau “Airmail History of the
Holy Land”.

Gold:

Dr. Eddy Leibu, Israel, “Israel Pre-
Independence 1917—1927"", Dr. Jerome
L. Byers, US.A. “Forerunner Posts of
the Holy Land”  Evyatan, England,
“Turkish Post in the Holy Land’]
Fred F. Blau, US.A., “Allied Military
Mail in Palestine” with felicitations of
the Jury.

Large Vermeil:

B. & S. Banchik, US.A., “Israel”
Dr. Stephen Rothman, US.A., “Doar
Ivri”, Capt. Y. Shabtai, Israel, “Israel
1948 — Transition Period”, Yoseph
Schwartz, U S.A., “Palestine 1917—-1918”,
Itamar Karpovsky, Israel, “Israel-Local
Posts”.
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Vermeil:

Bela Sandor, U.S.A., “Palestine 1940—
1948, Dr. Jerry Rimon, Israel, “Israel
1948 Local Posts Service.

Large Silver:

Shay Shabtai (Youth) Israel, “History

of Zionism”
Silver:
Mrs. J. Kohn, U.S.A., “Posts of Con-

centration Camps”, Tal Argov (Youth)
Israel, “Forerunners—Forerunners Jeru-
salem” | Sigalit Kohn (Youth) Israel,
“Israel Stamp Exhibitions”

LITERATURE
Silver:

Mr. E. Glassman, Israel. Postmarks
of Jerusalem™ Dr. Stephen L.G. Rothman
US.A., Y. Tsachor, Isracl. “Doar Ivri”
Dr. Oscar Stadler, US.A., “The Israel
Philatelist™”. '

Large Bronze:

Dr. Josef Wallach, Israel, Defi-
nitive Stamps Catalogue “Postal History
of the West Bank” ,Dr. Zvi Shimony,
Israel, “Holy Land Postal History”.
Gold Award:

To the Israel Philatelic Service, three
frames (11088—11090) which stressed
the U.S.A. — Israel friendship.

ISRAELI EXHIBITION PROGRAM

There will be a National Exhibition in
Netanyain Oct. 86. In October 1988
there will be a National Exhibition with
International participation focusing on
Jerusalem, in Jerusalem, honouring the
40th Anniversary of the State of Israel.
The next International Exhibition in
Israel will be in 1998. on the 50th An-
niversary of the State of Israel. This has
been registered with a F.IP., with a
F.LP. Congress at that time applied for.

First Flight cover was prepared by
CAFIP with the cooperation of EL AL
Israel Airlines to honour the official
commencement of nonstop com-
mercial airline service between Toronto,
Canada and Tel Aviv, Israel, April 2,1986.
The Boeing 747, Flight LY 009, left Tel
Avivat 0100 on April 2, 1986.
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