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INDEPENDENCE 40

Israel’'s National Stamp Exhibition —
“INDEPENDENCE 40" — will coincide
with the fortieth Independence Day
celebrations of the State of Israel. The
exhibition will take place in Jerusalem on
April 19-26, 1988. It will include
international participation on Philatelic
topics and postal history of the Levant
and the Holy Land.

The exhibition is run and organised by
the Jerusalem Philatelic Association and
will be under the auspices of the Israel
Philatelic Federation in cooperation with
the israel Ministry of Communications'
Philatelic Services.

“INDEPENDENCE 40" will be housed at
Binyaney Ha'auma in Jerusalem, the
largest convention center in the city, in a
total area of 1,500 square meters. The
central and convenient location of the
Binyaney Ha'auma complex, its short
distance from various archeological sites
and the perfect timing of the exhibition;
will turn this philatelic event into one of
the major and central events of the
fortieth Independence Day celebrations.

The exhibition will be held on the ground
floor of the Binyaney Ha'auma complex
with over 1,200 frames on display,
featuring some of the world's outstanding
collections in Holy land philately. The
exhibition will cover a broad scope of
Holy Land philately, stamps and postal
history, Levant and a special youth
section. Various countries postal
administrations will also have their own
displays, while together with over twenty
dealers' booths will make Jerusalem host
to the largest Stamp Fair in the entire
region.

During the period of the exhibition,
“INDEPENDENCE 40"

a number of symposiums on philatelic
subjects will take place and several
international philatelic organizations will
hold their meetings in Jerusalem.
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To supervise the cease fire in early
1948 the UN security council established
the Truce Commission. The first group of
36 Observers (U N T S O) arrived in Cairo
till the 14 June and lately increased to
93, The Head Quarters was established in
Jerusalem where it still exists.

The Gasa Strip was considered by
Egypt as an Egyptian Military Zone and
on May 12, 1956 President Nasser declared
in Gaza — "1 want to emphasize that |
regard the Gaza Strip as Egypt proper.

THE MAIL

In 1948 when the British left tlie Coza
Strip and the Egyptians took over tie
Administration, among other duties the
postal Service was organised. Egyptian
stamps with the picture of King Farouk
with an overprint “Palestine’ in Arabic
and English were put in use. Later, after
the revelution, the same stamps were used
only with the three black bars overprints
over the Farouk picture.

L bt Al

From May 1948 till 1956, when the
area was occupied by lIsrael altogether
89 stamps and 7 porto stamps were in use,

Gaza was occupied by lsrael on
2 Movember 1956 and the postal service
started on 10 December 56. Altogether
the Israeli Postal Service was 86 days.

In use were cancellation: Gaza 1,2,3,4

Han Yunis 1, 2
Deir Balah 1, 2
Rafah

The lsraeli post offices closed on
5 March 1957 and U N soldiers took over
the area. They had their own Army Post
Officers or the civilian. The Egyptians re-
newed the postal services on 4 May 57.
This service continued till the six day
War on June 1967. All together 79 new
stamps were put in use during this period.
The new lIsraeli postal service began
on 13 July 1967, using the regular Israeli
stamps  only wnh the word ZAHAL
(ISRAEL DEFENCE FORCE) in the
cancellations.
Reference —
D. Zohar — Gamal over Gaza
Der Israel Philatelist Februar 1968.
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The Gaza Strip up to 14 May 1948
was an integral part of the British
mandated territory of Palestine. Its
population was of Palestinian Arabs and
never Egyptian in any sense,

According the Armistic Agreement
in 1949, after the Egyptian agression in
1948, the town of Gaza and its environs
remaind under Egyptian occupation.

NSAN N NN N NN NN N\ N ;

-‘,_,_‘;

Beside for a short period of Israeli
administration after the Sinai War, from
Novermbrt 1956 to March 1957, the
Strip remained under Egyptian occupa-
tion for nearly 20 years.

This costal strip of ca 350 square
kilometres had according to the UNWRA
(United Nations Relief and Works Agency)
a population of ca 430,000 (ca 120.000
residents and 310,000 refugees).

Gaza was ruled directly by the
Egyptian Army and Army officers were
appointed as Military Governers.

Regional Governers were appointed
in the four main towns (Gaza, Khan-
Yunis, Rafa and Dir el Balah).

There was also a large staff of UNWRA
personnal in the strip to look after the
refugees.
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