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Joint Issue Israel - Australia

The year 2013 marks the gsth anniversary of the Battle of Beersheba, where the heat
of battle forged the future of a young Australia and its relations with a nation yet to be
established. With every ounce of their strength, courage and determination, the ANZACs
at Beesheba demonstrated their famed resilience and courageousness and profoundly
altered the course of World War One. Out of the ashes came a deep and enduring
connection between our lands.

64 years of diplomatic relations have complemented a connection that predates the State
of Israel. While separated by considerable distance, we share more than might initially
meet the eye.

We both inhabit ancient lands and yet are relatively young nations. We have embraced
and found our strength in building countries based on migration and multiculturalism. We
know the true value of water and have made our deserts flourish, while our nations'
industries have become synonymous with hi-tech, innovation and ingenuity.

The Australian Jewish community is passionate and vibrant, and its members have always
been prominent leaders across the full gamut of Australian achievement.

| am proud of all that our countries have achieved together to date and genuinely excited
by the prospects that the future offers.

Yuval Rotem
Ambassador of Israel to Australia




