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Joint Issue Israel-Malta

2014 marks 50 years since the establishment of continuous diplomatic relations between Israel and
Malta. Israel, during the establishment of relations (1964), a young country itself, was quick to share
with Malta her knowledge and experience gained during 16 vears of independence.

Relations between the two nations are ancient and unigue: friendship and cooperation between the
Jewish people and the Phoenicians, the ancient inhabitants of Malta, is even mentioned in the Bible,
the book of books which is so significant to both nations. There was an ancient Jewish community in
Maita, probably even B.C.E., and in the Middle Ages, it is thought that approximately a third of Malta's
capital city's residents were Jewish.

The heroic struggle of the people of Malta against the Nazi enemy, and their brave stand against the
heavy bombardment and blockades, was deeply appreciated by the Jewish community in Eretz Israel
many of whose sons took part in the war against the Nazi enemy that exterminated one third of the
Jewish people. Both our countries maintain a commitment to democracy sharing the same parliamentary
system. We also are close in culture, geography and language.

Mutual connections between the two countries and peoples confinue to strengthen in the fields of frade,
technology, science, energy, culture and tourism. The first visit of the Prime Minister of Malta to Israel
took place in October 2013. The Prime Minster was accompanied by the Maltese Foreign Minister and
the Minister of Tourism as well as an economic delegation. The Maltese Minister of Water and Energy
also visited Israel for the WATEC 2013, the International Water Technology and Environment Control
Exhibition and Conference.

This joint stamp issue Is a most unique project which expresses the relationship between our countries.

The topic of the joint stamp — the Halls of the Knights Hospitallers in Acre and Valetta — reflects the
historical treasures and unique architecture, shared by our two countries.

Thank you to everyone who contributed to the project and | wish both peoples and countries further
cooperation, success and prosperity.

Oren David
Ambassador of the State of Israel to Malta




