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ZEFAT

When, in the lirst century C.E., the people ol Galilee rose up against
the Romans, Jesephus Flavius, then one oi their commanders, had the
summit of Mount Zefat fortified ond garrisoned. Much later, in the 12th
century, a Crusader Castle stoed there, for some time the residence cf
Richard the Lion-Heart. Only scanty remains of both forts can be found
there now. To-day. a park of ancient fir-trees is laid out on the hill.
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ASHQELON

A students' song, telling the tale
ol a ficlicious inn in ancient
Ashgelon relates how one of
its more thirsty guests had his
bill presented te him .written
on three clay 1ablets”

That ancient, in-
deed, is the town
ol Ashgelon, sit-
uated on the coast
south ol Yale.

Its name is men-
tioned as long as
2700 vyears ago
and also appears
frequently in the
Bible. Itz import-
ance as o port
must have been
great as it was
lought for time
alter lime by

Egyptians, Philistines, Isreael-
ites, Syrians, Greeks and Ro-
mans, right up to the 13th eent-
ury when it was destroyed comp-
letely after having been stub-
bornly held by the Crusaders as
one of their last outposts. Ex-
cavations in modern times have
Yielded many relics, amongst
which are gian! columns ol a
palace built by Herod, o native
of Ashgelon, and as the new
lown of Ashkelon is built many
more anliquilies are constantly
unearthed,

Thizs new cily is laid oul gecord-
ing to the most modern plans on
a slope over-looking the Medit-
erranean. s summit is occupied
by the Civic and Commercial
Centre ,, Afridar’’, the heart of
communal lile; itz Piozza, where
a slender clock tower waries the
line of low-flung buildings, is
depicted on the IL 0.20 stamp.
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TIBERIAS

Tibenias was founded 1n 19 CE by Herod Antipas and named in henour
ol the Roman Emperor. Tiberius. It lies on the shore ol Lake Kinnereih,
(Sea ol Galilee), 212 metres below sea-level, The city, located in the heart
ol Gualilee, became the spiritual centre of the Jews after the destruction of
the Temple in Jerusalem, and tombs of many Jewish sages are to be found
there Those of Maimonides. Rabbi Meir Baal Hanes, Rabbi Agiba and
others are revered to this very day.
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_ ZEFAT (cont.)

The town ol Zelat typifies medieval Galilee with its narrow winding
lanes and small dusty stores lilled with ancient books, manuscripts and
a general miscellany. The synagogues and cobbled sireels are sleeped
in the mystic aura ol the Kabbalists and an air of scholarship and
sludy still pervades the town. The illustration on the IL 0.15 stamp depicls
just such a street with one cf the many tortucus stairways one comes
across every so often.

Many famous Jewish sages, amongst them the ARl — Rabbi Yizhag
Loune, lived in Zelat. The country's first Hebrew printing press was set
up here in 1558

Without disturbing this atmosphere of medieval tranquilily, Zelat has
developed a new city, the most striking part of which is the MArtists
Colony where young lsrael painters work, their inevitable bohemianism con-
trasting sharply with the ways ol lile of their bearded contemporaries
studying in the many synagogues. Both, however, seem to have lound
in this romantic mountain-town that eternal presence so vital to the artist
and mystic alike.

TIBERIAS (cont.)

The IL 0.65 stamp depicts an ancient lower and wall on the shore
of the Lake, remains of fortifications irom the sixteenth century. Tiberias is
surrounded by history. To the South is Bet Yerah (House of the Moon)
with Bronze Age excavations, remains of o Roman bath and a fifth
century synagogue. Mount Arbel and the Horns of Hittim (site of the
historic battle of Hittim in the year 1187) lie to the West. To the Norih,
one can see the white, snow-capped summit of Mount Hermon. Al the
north end ol the lake lie the interesting remains ol the second century
siynagogue ol Kelar Nahum (Kaperngum), just below the Mount of
Beatitude, both well-known {rom the New Testament. These are just
a lew ol the sites of biblical and historical interest. The healing, hot
springs ol Tiberias, famous already in Roman times are still ane ol
the main attractions of this idyllically situated city




The complete series will
compromise ten stamps;
four ol which wvertical, each
257 mm x 40 mm, live  hori-
zontal, each 40mm x 257mm.
and one horizontal 57. 14mmx
25.7 mm.

A layout lor mounting of the
series on an album ge is
suggested in this drawing;
the denominations shown
(with the exception of 0.15,
0.20 and 0.65) are subject to
alteration.
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