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referendum. So far the Danish people are the only ones to have said no fo
unification. Just the same, it seems that the process of unification is inevitable.
The European Community will ultimately become the largest economic power in
the world, with some 380 milllon citizens.

Yeheskel Kassif, Marketing Consultant and Lecturer

The artist's description of the stamp:

The stamp conveys hope for economic growth in Israel as a result of the
economic unification of Europe. The use of the economic motif of a graph,
combined with rich colours of the upward slanted lines on the graph appearing as
the different national flags waving in the wind, together create an optimistic and
vital picture.
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Institute, an Environmental Institute, a Gonsumer Institute.

The president of the Council and the responsibility for running the Common
Market is worked out in rotation. Each country in turn undertakes these jobs
Brussels was chosen as the capital of the Community and most of its institutions
are located there.

T he Community decided to introduce a uniform currency called the ECU. It
will be legal tender as from 1897, From 2000, the ECU will be the only
currency in use in countries of the Community.

The Community has nine official languages . However, English, French and
German are used predominantly in discussions and offlcial documents.

All the citizens of the Community will have a uniform passpert, which will indicate
the couniry in which it was issued.

The European Community has a flag: twelve golden stars on a blue background.
The stars represent the number of the member countries.

n 1995 the heads of the twelve member countries of the European Economic

Community (EEC) - ar, as it was popularly called, the Common Market - met
and decided that their official name would be the European Community. [t was
also decided to step up legislation procedures relating to more than 300 laws
and ordinances which will provide the framework for the process of unification
and requlate the relationship between the countries, mainly in economic and
social spheres. This legislative process is called "The Single Europen Act”.
The deadline for conducting this legislative process is the 31st December 1992,
When the law and ordinances come into force, this will be the real beginning of
the economic and social unification of the European Community, On this date
the free trade agreement between the European Community and the EFTA
countries (Sweden, Switzerland, Austria, Finland, Norway and lceland) will also
come inta force and in this way the Economic European area will also come into
being,
In December 1991, the heads of states of the Community met in the Dutch town
of Maastricht to work out the programme for unification. Dilferences of opinion
between the different countries came to light, when England and Denmark
requested that the pace of unification be slowed down and that they not be
included in some of the unification arrangements.
Each one of the twelve states was asked to ratify the agreement on the
unification programme in its own parliament. Some of them did this through a



the member states would give up a little of their nationalism and their
independence. It was also clear that unification should take place in stages, and
that the economic aspects were the easiest to carry out; therefore it was decided
to begin with the economic unification of the member states.

conomic unification was described by its proponents as having three main
constituents:

1. Free passage of goods between the couniries of the Community, which
meant doing away with customns duties between member states, and fixing
uniform customs tanffs against the rest of the world.

2. Free passage of workers; in other words, creating a huge work market with
no state limits.

3. Free movement of capital between the countries, and of course, one
manetary system in which all the member countries would use one single
currency.

he bodies responible for implementing the unification are the Eurcpean
Common Market institutions, The European Community has a number of
institutions which. once unification has been achieved. could serve as
governmental institutions.
The principal Market institutions are:
The Council of Ministers: the Council has twelve members, each of wham is a
member of the government in his own country, usually the Foreign Minister.
The European Parliament: comprising 518 representatives. Each country sends
representatives according to the number of its citizens. Its job is to enact laws
and ratify agreements which the Community may sign.
The Commission: This is the executive body of the Common Market which is
designed to supervise the unification process. and the preparation of the laws
-and ordinances for parliamentary legislation and the overall programme of
unification.
The Judicature: The Community also has two courts: a High Court and a Lower
Court.
The Community also has a number of other institutions and bodies, such as an
Institute for Customs Matters, a Standards Institute. a Patent Registration
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European Unification

he concept of the unification of Europe arose after the Second World War.

Those behind the idea sought to bring the countries of Western Europe to
work together in unity. The madel on which they based themselves was that of
the greatest power in the world: the United States of America. Cooperation
between the Western European countries and bringing them closer together
would yield a number of fruits: it would facilitate the rehabilitaticn of Europe and
ensure its economic revival; in the opinion of all the experts, it would maost likely
prevent another world war.
The comerstone for the unification was set by the French Foreign Minister,
Robert Schumann. In 1950 he called on Germany fo sign an agreement with
France on the joint production and marketing of coal and steel. There was
nothirig more auspicious than Germany and France - two states which had been
hostile to each other since 1870 - signing. six years after the end of the Second
World War, an agreement which would lead to the unification of Europe. In 1951
the agreement for the setting up of a European Community on Coal and Alomic
Energy was signed, which incorporated six states: Germany, France, italy, the
Netherlands, Luxembourg and Belgium.
In 1957 these six states signed the Rome Treaty, which was an agreement fo set
up the European Economic Community (the EEC) and tc establish a common
market between them. In 1975 Eire, Denmark and Great Britain joined the EEC.
In 1981, Greece joined the Community; Spain and Portugal in 1985. So the
number of countries of the EEC had now doubled from six to twelve

A mong the basic principles of the EEC was the desire fo unify the
member countries econgmically, politically, socially and in terms of their
common defence. The Community wanted to add a number of other European
states to the Community, once they met the conditions of acceptance which had
been laid down. Over the years it had become clear to those involved that prior
to unification a psychological process had to take place in which the citizens of
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