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The Israel Medical Association was founded in Januvary 1911 by a
small group of doctors, upon the initiative of Dr. Moshe Sherman
who has since then been its president. It today numbers close to
5000 members.
Since its inception one of the fundamental tenets of the Medical
Association was to interest Jewish doctors all over the world in
the problems of medicine in this country and induce them to join
the ranks of the lIsrael Medical Association as foreign members.
This idea struck little response at first, especially among Jewish
doctors in Russia.
It was only in 1936 that the Israel Medical Association succeeded
in organizing the first World Assembly of Jewish doctors in
Tel Aviv which was honoured by the presence of the late Professor
Chaim Weizmann at the opening ceremony.
The organization of the MIFAL HAVERUT HUTZ of the Israel
Medical Association started to take shape with the primary aim of
getting Jewish doctors abroad actively to support and share in the
advancement of medicine in Israel.
A first group was organized in the US. in 1950 and joined the
MIFAL. One by one further groups were set up in the following
countries : Austria, Australia, Italy, South Africa, Argentine, U. K.,
Denmark, Venezuela, Mexico, Norway, New Zealand, Finland,
Colombia, Canada, Sweden. '
It was impossible to hold additional World Assemblies during World
war |l and the Israel War of Independence. The second assembly
took place in Jerusalem in 1952, during which it was decided to
call for such World Assemblies once every three years and hold
them in each of the three main towns in turn (1955 in Haifa, 1958
in Tel Aviv and 1961 in Jerusalem). :
These assemblies, in which hundreds of Jewish doctors from Israel
and abroad participate, besides being of considerable scientific
importance, give Jewish doctors from abroad an opportunity to
take an interest in the problems of our country, particularly in
medico-scientific matters.
The Sixth World Assembly is to be held in Haifa from 3rd to 13tn
August 1964 under the patronage of the Deputy-Minister of Health,
|. Raphael.
The proceedings will include three symposia on the following main
topics :
A. Viruses and Cancer.
B. The results of the modern treatment of Breast Cancer and
Malignant Lymphoma.
C. Current research in Cancer Viruses.
World-famous scientists from the U.S., France and Israel are to
participate in thic Congress and it is expected, therefore, to be on
a high scientific level.
DR. I. IZKOWITCH
President of the Assembly
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