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THE MYRTLE (Myrtus Communis).

In biblical lore the perfumed myrtle is the symbol of peace, joy
and bounty. Says the prophet Isaiah (55,13): "Instead of the thorn
shall come up the fir tree and instead of the brier shall come up
the myrtle tree."" The Jews today, as of old, gather branches of
the evergreen myrtle from the valleys and hills around Zefat,
to decorate their booths for the ancient Feast of the Tabernacles.

To the Greeks the myrtle was a symbol of love and immortality —
they used it for crowning their priests and heroes. The Romans
wore wreathes of myrtle entwined with laurel after bloodless
victories on the battlefield. In England a sprig of myrtle is often
added to a bride’s orange blossoms as a symbol of love and
good luck.

Fragrant oils and delicate perfumes are produced from the
scented myrtle.

THE SEA ONION (Urginea Maritima).

Rows of Sea Onion — an ancient legend tells us — were planted
by Joshua after the conquest of Canaan to demarcate the bord-
ers of Israel. Today, this hardy plant is found growing wild in
the coastal plains and on the hilly mountain slopes.

Appearing in the late August and September months, the Sea Onion

brings the welcome tidings of the approach of autumn. Its tall,
green stems, bare of leaves, carry clusters of delicately veined

white blooms which provide a sharp contrast to the dry, sun-
burnt earth. In the winter it sprouts a mass of long leaves.

THE OLEANDER (Nerium Oleander).

The identity of the '‘rose growing by the brook™, mentioned in
the apocryphal book of Ecclesiasticus, has created centuries of
schoiarly argument. It is believed today, that the relerence was
to the evergreen oleander shrub Groves of oleander line the
banks of the Lake of Galilee and water-courses in northern
Israel. The pink or white masses of oleander flowers are often
doubled and bear a striking resemblance to the rose.
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Stamps showing flowers
of Israel which were issued
in honour of the 11th and
12th Indenpendence Day
(1959 and 1960).
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The designer of the stamps |is
Z. Narkiss, Tel Aviv
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