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“Zodiac" is the name of that imaginary belt in the sky containing the twelve constellations within which
lie the paths of the principal planets and the sun. The signs of the Zodiac have assumed outstanding importance
in astrology. The view that the names and myths of the constellations were of Greek origin was disproved, It was
discovered that the Greck constellation system was in fact of early Semitic origin. In the “Creation Legend"™,
a cuniform compiled from records during the reign of Assur-bani-pal (ca, 650 BCE), there occurs a passage
which can be interpreted as pointing to the acceptance of 36 constellations : 12 north, 12 south and 12 Zodiac,
Talmudic literature — besides reproducing much of the current astronomical and astrological lore — alse adds
a specific symbolism of its own, e.g. the correlation of the twelve constellations with the Twelve Tribes, The
signs of the Zodiac constituted a popular subject of Jewish art, figuring on the mosaic floors of ancient
synagogues in the Holy Land as well as in books, marriage controcts, and other documents.
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Zodiac from floor mosaic of the ancient “Beit Alfa" syna
gogue near Hefzi Bah in the Valley of Yizrael
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THE ARTISTY

Immanuel Blaushild was born in
Libau (Latvia) 45 years ago.
In 1936 he came to lsrael as a
“Halutz” (pioneer) and for the
first two years worked as an
agricultural labourer. All his life
he had been fond of collecting
stamps as well as ol drawing,
and he dreamt of taking up the
latter professionally, But there
was still a good number of years

to go by until this dream was to

come lrue,

Mr. Blaushild was a professional

soldier for the best part of four.
teen years, He started his mili-
tary career in
oined a unit attached to the
oyal Scots Regiment. During
World War 1l he was a special
police constable. In his spare
time he worked as commercial
artist,

In 1948 he again took up arms
during Israel's War of Liber-
ation. After fighting had ceased
he remained in the lsrael Defence

Army for which he created var.

fous badges and insignia, He also
designed a
for the Regular Army. “This
booklet” says Mr. B'aushild,
“was so convincing that | decid-
ed to join I.l’p for a period of
service myself",

In 1954 he
good and ever since xvorkn with
the firm of O. Wallish, Tel Aviv.
Immanuel Blaushild also designed
the lsrael “Human Rights" stamp
issued in December 1958,

left soldiering for

19358 when he

recruiting pamphlet
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