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Egyptian Vulture - Dm

(Neophron percnopterus)
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Bearded Vulture - 019

(Gypaetus barbatus)

N1 0190 MDY - WD AR 7 0OTIHY Do (I 0190
7Y NNIK O'DYNTI NN NI3A DTYR TI7YT7 DXV DIDNTI KT
MIWN [IT KN (NINYY DD :INW [NIN) NNXDYT 11D Y70 NOWR
YITA7 72100) NDOD N7 N7 VAL DIXUN N0RE DIDNUN
N712' 27K 0102 DN 09T D197 (17D 30 1IN] OvY
'9131 TI'7 DNITN 1207 .D'XWIN DIFINON TINT [DIT-TINY' NDIUN
M T 12 0T NN

ow'Yy 'or ‘oo
Y2a0n N1an7 n12anni 21ax 7N NV'0MAAIN

NAOUYDAI DI AN

larasd = IO [srarl e Ry

Lash ot pitn 155 Do T 2 s
TAKING THE VULTURES UNDER OUR WING )

b ot et DR T 2t
TAMING THE VULTURES UKNDER DUR WiNG 4

DMYT T AYIIN DD IN7D1 ADD NYTY”
(0'-n',7'"7¢n) "..0'DYW WD 11T

YI0NY D790 IR NYIR DN DRI 3230 DTy 019N Wi
DOY9 28 0N WIN JUINN NN TRD XX 912 0NN DK
DN¥0A [ 'RUIDIDHA [ TI37N 700 OT7-110 Al 7N
TINT N72 QNN DI DTN KO 0 72 .001Y7190 N9IFna
N7W J12' N7 2212 IN DT 127027102 N1 TIND INT 910
ST WINT DTN K T2 KT .0U9II NNV DENNNT
010" (IR MYILA NI TIVRYD TFON 19 1770 NIDIYT
DTN DNYZN IDN'NN (271 NISARI NIZAR 'WIN3 ,"Yaon 7
21 T

7IT20-T2 DI YRID MDD 10D - D0 71730 V¥ nany
NIDWY  NM7HYWANA ,N12T IKINA '2'0I0IN WINWY ,D'NINoN
730 NN 79 NIoYRNE TY ,DI7IND 10900 ,DI7ION 7 DRI
NN 7¢ DNTNON7I DNIDYRNNT INA - YIND N3 (R0 T
77 ;7w 0mEna P73 1IN DI9NI AN NI TN 0D
I 1,000-301 ;7N WA DNFN Y OM 78 DITTR DI NNLY
DOIFN NIAIT 36 71 NN ,NIT0N BI7 197 XD NI7Y ,0NWIN
2013 M2

IR MAN YA0N N7 ANANAE 7HWNN TNAN DAt Yaon NI
210 TNTYA DNA0N 721N DNWIN HDITIX TN D7W71 NIDIT D
JI7OUNNNN 1900 NOZN N7IXN NINN NRFN 002 17NN
DY 190-N21 NOW NN NI7YD DITEE AN WA DR

.D'OWI7N DNTIY DY 79010 0170 NN

W
AW TR - 721w X701 7M1 WO 7IMn 7I0N NN R0 Yl
N0 70 N7 Fun qiun - ovian 179 e

on1l 220 Nty
D0 NN 78 913 AR 720 Y
N7 DM 07NN TR DRI D170 179 1w

. DD
70N 007X 19¥N N0V - 720 000 DK Y70
JNDUN DTYNN NT0N D' 10 - 070 |19 71w

[IUNID DI NDVYN
TV N7 7Y DNAFNN DNWIN 0 DIYAN DN N90YNa
NN D 230 DN NITTRNM - 7IN0D

PP 221U [DUN NPRaN DYI QXY

DU APRAX NDNINI AOUUD 2IX'Y

Stamps design: Zvika Roitman & Tuvia Kurtz
FDC & Cancellation design: Zvika Roitman

——amn err'xmﬁ“i?‘r

Griffon Vulture - w1

(Gyps fulvus)
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Lappet-faced Vulture - 221a N1ty
(Torgos tracheliotus negevensis)
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“Three things are beyond me;

four | cannot fathom:

How a Vulture makes its way over the sky...”
(Proverbs 30: 18-19)

The Griffon Vulture, the Bearded Vulture, the Lappet-faced
Vulture and the Egyptian Vulture are all scavengers which have
been making their mark on the Israeli landscape since biblical
times. The Vulture is mentioned 28 times in the Bible and it
served as an ancient symbol of royalty both in Mesopotamia
and in Egypt during the time of the Pharachs. Anyone who has
seen flocks of vultures soaring along the top of a cliff in the
Golan Heights, the Judean Desert or the Negev Desert cannot
help but be impressed by their strength and beauty. Maimonides
was known as “The Great Vulture” and for good reason.
These birds played an exceedingly important role as “nature’s
orderlies” within the food chain, preventing the spread of disease
and plague, thus ancient peoples treated them with great
respect.

Unforiunately, an array of causes, such as accelerated
development and the destruction of wild habitats, intensive
pesticide use, electrocution, low-flying helicopters, mountain
climbers, direct hunting and decreasing wildlife and sheep
herds throughout Israel have reduced their numbers and even
led to the extinction of some of these four species. The Lappet-
faced Vulture and the Bearded Vulture have become completely
extinct as a nesting species in lsrael, only a few dozen pairs
of Egyptian Vultures continue to nest in Israel and of the 1,000
pairs of Griffon Vultures that nested here prior to the
establishment of the State of Israel in 1948, only 35 nesting
pairs remain in 2013.

The Israel Nature and Parks Authority, the Israel Electric
Corporation and the Society for the Protection of Nature in Israel
have partnered to try to rehabilitate Israel's Vulture and scavenger
population through basic monitoring and research as well as
by constructing feeding stations, preventing power line
electrocutions, establishing small reproductive groups and
furthering widespread educational activities in schools and
among the general public.

Griffon Vulture (Gyps fulvus)

The Griffon Vulture lives in flocks and feeds on carcasses that
it is able to spot while in flight, as it flies great distances of up
to 250 kilometers a day. It nests in high cliffs, living in
monogamous pairs throughout its lifetime, and the female lays
one single egg per year. The Griffon Vulture lives for 40 years
and more. Its long featherless neck enables it to reach and eat
the internal organs of the carcass while feeding.

Lappet-faced Vulture
(Torgos tracheliotus negevensis)

The Lappet-faced Vuliure's wingspan canreach up to 3 meters.
Some 30 Eairs used to nest in the Arava and Southern Negev
regions of Israel. This bird’s massive beak allows it to pierce
the thick skin of a camel and it is the first to reach a carcass
thanks to its keen eyesight, which is ten times sharper than
human eyesight. A unigue sub-species, which differs from the
population that nests in Africa,

Egyptian Vulture
(Neophron percnopterus)

The Egyptian Vulture has a distinct appearance, with its black
and white coloring, diamond-shaped tail and yellow face. Its
tweezers-like beak is narrow and thin, enabling it to get fo areas
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that the Lappet-faced Vulture and the Griffon Vulture are unable
to reach. lis wingspan is approximately half that of the Griffon
Vulture. This species nests in nooks and crannies on the cliff
face in both desert and Mediterranean areas.

Bearded Vulture (Gﬁvpaetus barbatus)
The Bearded Vulture feeds on the Lappet-faced Vulture and
Griffon Vultures’ leftovers — the bones. Once it locates and
grabs a bone, it flies high up in the air and drops it onto the
rocks below in order to crack it open. It feeds on the bone
fragments and marrow and has an impressive swallowing
capagcity (it can swallow a bone that is 30 centimeters long!).
The Bearded Vuliure has long bristles at the base of its beak
and an extraardinary ability to fly along the soaring cliffs. Its
tail resembles a stake and its narrow wings are reminiscent of
a large Peregrine Falcon.

Prof. Yossi Leshem
Tel Aviv University and the Society for the Protection of
Nature in Israel

Description of the Stamps
and First Day Cover
These stamps are issued in decorated stamp sheets.

The Griffon Vulture

The background of the stamp features the large waterfall at
Gamla Gorge. A Griffon Vulture chick appears on the tab.
The sheet selvedge features Vultures in flight over the Gamla
River canyon.

The Lappet-faced Vulture & the Egyptian Vulture
The background of the stamp features the southern Arava.
The sheet selvedge features a Gorge flowing into the Arava.

The Bearded Vulture

Masada is shown in the backiround of the stamp.

An observation point overlooking the Dead Sea appears on
the tah. The sheet selvedge features the western Dead Sea,
with Masada to the left.

First DaY Cover

The FDC features the four Vulture species gathered on an ibex
carcass. In the distance - Vultures congregate around another
carcass.
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