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50 Years - The International
Harp Contest in Israel
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50 Years - The International Harp Contest in Israel

During the planning of Israel's 10th Anniversary,
A.Z. Propes had an inspiring idea: to hold an
International Harp Contest in Israel, the instrument
of King David, an instrument which originated in
the ancient Middle East. ’

The Israel Government decided some time ago
to name the Contest after A.Z. Propes, its founder.
Propes is also credited for initiating and heading
the Zimriya (World Assembly of Choirs) and the
Israel Festival, which he directed till his death in
1978.

The double action "concert harp', which has been
in use since the beginning of the 19th century, is
a plucked instrument with 47 strings and seven
pedals.

The unique timbre of the harp's sound makes it
a most significant instrument. Today, the harp is
played in orchestras, chamber music and in solo
recitals, as well as in light music and jazz.

The origins of this string instrument are in the
ancient Middle East. In the national museum in
Baghdad we find the oldest harp from the site of
Ur of the Chaldees, dating to 3000 B.C. At the
Louvre in Paris, there is an Egyptian harp from
approximately the same time. At the Israel
Museum in Jerusalem, there is an ivory engraving,
found in Megiddo, showing harpists. Israel's half-
shekel coin features a harp copied from a coin
of Bar-Kochba's vintage. The harp is mentioned
numerous times in the Bible; it was used by priests
and prophets and was part of the service and
ceremonies in the Temple in Jerusalem.

The harp inspired many artists. The most
prominent painting is Rembrandt's King David
playing the harp. Marc Chagall's tapestry in the
Knesset shows King David playing the harp on
his way to Jerusalem. Chagall also designed a
golden coin for the International Harp Contest in
Israel.
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In October 2009, we shall celebrate fifty years
since the Harp Contest's inception. The Contest
takes place every three years and its laureates
have made outstanding careers in orchestras
and as teachers in famous music academies.

Zubin Mehta is the President of the Contest's
Jubilee events in October 2009.

Past First Prize Winners since 1959 will attend as
soloists at the Festive Concert with the Israel
Philharmonic Orchestra and / or as members of
the International Jury of the Contest.

The ancient harp played by King David has
changed considerably through the ages. But
thanks to the Contest, the harp remains center-
stage in Israel's musical life and turns international
attention toward beautiful Israel.

Happy Anniversary.

Esther Herlitz
Chairperson
The International Harp Contest In Israel

« The illustration of the harp in the the_stamp is based on a
photograph of Vladimir Naikhin
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