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Wall Art in Israel

The spirit of Israeli society and its culture is
expressed in wall art through various technigues,
such as painting, relief, and mosaic. Observing
the thousands of wall artworks scattered
throughout public spaces across the country
offers insight into the prevailing mood of our
society. Preserving these artworks is of utmost
importance, as it ensures the safeguarding of
culture for future generations. The documentation
and preservation work is being conducted
through the Wall Art Survey in Israel, a joint
initiative of Yad Yitzhak Ben-Zvi, the Council for
the Preservation of Heritage Sites in Israel, and
the Ministry of Heritage.

Maon Mosaic

A replica of the mosaic from the synagogue in the
ruins of Maon in the northwestern Negev. At its
center stands a menorah on a tripod, composed
of concentric circles. To its right is a small shofar,
to its left an etrog, and on either side, additional
shofars. Lions facing the menorah stand beside it.
The artist Naomi Henrik (1920-2018) created the
mosaic in 1958 at the request of Rachel Yanait,
wife of President Yitzhak Ben-Zvi. It was hung in
the foyer of the President’s House (today the Hut
of Yad Yitzhak Ben-Zvi). The various stones of
different colors used in the mosaic were collected
in the Negev by Ronald (Ron) Henrik, the artist's
husband.

The preservation of the work was carried out by
conservator Yotam Marcus from the Even
Va'adama Company.

Pioneers

The nine pioneer figures were created by the
young artists Shraga Weil, a member of Kibbulz
HaOgen (1918-2009), and Shmuel Katz, a member
of Kibbutz Ga'aton (1926-2010), using the fresco
technique in 1954, The fresco, approximately 15
meters long, was painted on the wall of the new
dining hall at Kibbutz Ein HaMifratz. The figures

were painted in the spirit of socialist realism:

strong and beautiful women and men engaged in
agriculture-fishing, harvesting, herding-while at the
same time playing the flute and drum and dancing.
In the 1980s, during renovations of the building,
parts of the paintings were destroyed, but thanks
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to the initiative of kibbutz member Mati Lehat, some
were saved. Today, after preservation, six figures
have been reinstalled on the wall.

The preservation of the work was carried out by
conservators Hila Messinger and Keti Kanevsky.

The Spirit of the Kibbutz

This large-scale work was created in 1959 by the
artist Arik Koren (1931-2017), a member of Kibbutz
Ashdot Yaakov Ihud, using the sgraffito
technique-scratching into wet plaster in several
layers of color. In the artwork, which decorates
the fagade of the "Beit Karp® cultural center at the
kibbutz, the artist incorporated several elements
characteristic of kibbutz society. The nuclear family
is the most prominent motif, and at the base of the
work fishermen are depicted engaged in fishing,
a tangible expression of the value of labor. The
artwork also shows a caregiver and children
(reflecting the communal education system) and
members dancing to the sound of an accordion.
The preservation of the work was carried out by
the artists of the Tchelet Studio.

Smadar Barak
Researcher of public space art
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